Lucas: Welcome back to another week of news in slow English! I am your host, Lucas, and I’m back with Cinta. Hi Cinta!

Cinta: Hello everyone! Hi Lucas! What are we going to study this week?

Lucas: We are going to look at the news which includes issues ranging from the swine flu to the problems in the US auto industry. We’ll also look at the future tense grammar and a few new idioms.

Cinta: Sounds good. Let’s begin.

Lucas: All right, let’s start with the news...

Cinta: Is world on the verge of a new pandemic?

Lucas: Health authorities in Mexico are investigating the details of the original source of the swine flu outbreak in a giant pig farm in Perote, Veracruz. The number of deaths attributed to the flu in Mexico has reached 12, although they suspect more than 150 deaths in the country are linked to the virus. There are confirmed cases of swine flu outside of Mexico. The United States, the neighboring country has reported 144 flu cases with one death. Outside North America, swine flu appeared in Spain, Canada, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland, Scotland, Israel, New Zealand, Australia, and Brazil. The total number of people diagnosed with the virus has reached 331 on Friday. The World Health Organization has raised the alert level to 5. Level 5 means that the pandemic is imminent.

On average, the flu virus mutates to lead to a worldwide pandemic twice a century. It is still unknown what causes viruses to mutate, and why some mutated viruses are deadlier than others.

It seems that the swine flu can easily be passed from person to person. It deeply concerns epidemiologists since some of the cases may be mild and therefore may not be detected. The recent bird flu virus that killed 257 people out of 421 infected did not have ability to easily transmit among people. The spreading ability of the current virus may be modeled on the SARS virus outbreak of 2003 in Hong Kong that killed 299 people of the 1,755 infected.

