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OUTLINE OF THE PRESENTATION

. PREFACE: Inheritor of Two Traditions

A. Axial Age and the Monotheistic Revolution
B. The Shifting States and Empires of Southwest Asia

. Ibn+ E A1 AQDrstarDAsabiya
Ill. The Prophet

V. Rise of Islam
A. The Question of Succession
B. The Golden Age of Islam
C. Fragmentation and Consolidation



META-OBJECTIVES

Being our last lecture for the semester, this presentation also
aims to do the following:

1. Tie in and synthesize a lot of previously mentioned
concepts together that will enhance your understanding
of Indian and Chinese history, and civilization in general.

2. Present Asia as a coherent and connected whole that will:
3. Provide a foundation for our activities in the 3 Quarter

which focuses on the Asian continent as a modern and
thriving civilization even before the coming of the West.



INHERITOR OF TWO
TRADITIONS (1):

AXIAL AGE AND THE
MONOTHEISTIC REVOLUTION



THE AXIAL AGE

Great River Valley Civilizations Major Philosophical and Religious Revolutions Second Stage Revolutions
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THE AXIAL AGE

1. All occurred in or near the original river valley civilizations.

3.

This meant that thenaterial preconditionswere present for
the development of religion and thought.

Each revolution in thought was born during a period of crisis
or instability. Old orders were breaking down and there was a
demand for a new standard of behaviouethics

Axial Age revolutions can be counted on the fingers of one
hand. This does not mean that religion and thought stopped
evolving, but that most breakthroughs and advances ei{agr
occurred within the original tradition or (b) is a combination
of several other traditions



MONOTHEISM

Monotheism iIs the belief In
one God.

It IS an idea that I1s older than
the Hebrews, but it i1s In them
we see the earliest and
clearest expression.

Moreover, the Hebrew
traditions would pave the way
for Judaism, Christianity and =
Islam.
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This suggests a migration of the Hebrew people from
Mesopotamia to Syria around 1900 to 1500BCE.

Sahara
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Around 1250BCE, the Hebrews found a leader in Moses. His stc
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In terms ofHebrew religious developmentthis is the first major
shift: from polytheismto monolatry.

Characteristics ahonolatry.
1. transcendent theology
2. moral precepts, rituals, artdbus




THE HEBREW STORY

10501nvasion of the Philistines

1025Saulunites the tribes of
Israel into one kingdom

The kingdom then reaches its pee
underDavid(1000¢ 961) and
Solomon(961¢ 922).




lllustration of Solom

Two omate wooden doors, overlaid with The nave had derestory
gold, separated the inner sanctuary from windows with recessed

A structure with three levels was built around the the nave (1 Kings 6:31-32) frames (1 Kings 6:4)

walls of the temple. The lower chamber was 7.5 feet
(2:3 m) wide, the middle chamber was 9 feet (2.7 m)
wide, and the upper chamber was 10.5 feet (3.2 m)
wide (1 Kings 6:5-6, 8, 10),

©  The inner sanctuary {or Most Holy Place) was a 30-foot
(9.1-m) cube (1 Kings 6:15-29; 2 Chron. 3:8-14). Such
rooms were often elevated in temples of the ancient Near.
East. Two massive goklen cherubim stood on either side of
the ark, each 15 feet (4.6 m) tall with 15-foot (4.6-m)
wingspans (1 Kings 6:23-28). The ark of the covenant
stood between the two cherubim (1 Kings 8:1-11;
o 2 Chron, 5:2-14),

The nave (or Holy Place) was 60 feet (18 m) long and 30 feet

(9.1 m) wide (1 Kings 6:15, 17-18; cf. 2 Chron. 3:5-7). It contained
the golden altar of incense; the goklen table for the bread of the
Presence; and 10 golden lampstands, five on the north and five on
the south (1 Kings 7:48~49; f. 2 Chron. 4:7).

Ten bronze wheeled stands, each holding

a large basin, contained water for rinsing off
the animal parts that were used for the burnt
offerings (1 Kings 7:27-38; di. 2 Chron. 4:6).

The vestibule was 30 feet (9.1 m) wide
and 15 feet (4.6 m) deep {1 Kings 6:3;
of. 2 Cheon, 3:4)

Temple Architectural Plan

The holfow bronze pillar on the north was called
“Boaz," and the one on the south was called
“Jachin® (1 Kings 7:21; cf. 2 Chron. 3:17).

Two omate wooden, folding doors,

The bronze altar for burnt offerings was
15 feet (4.6 m) high and 30 feet (9.1 m)
ong and wide (ct 2 Chion, 4:1).

overlaid with gold, separated the nave
from the vestibule (1 Kings 6:33-35).

The “sea” was a metal basin 7.5 feet (2.3 m) high and
15 feet (4.6 m) in diameter. It held 12,000 gallons.
(44,000 liters) of water for the priests to wash in. It was
supported by 12 bronze oxen in sets of three, facing in
each direction (1 Kings 7:23-26; cf. 2 Chron, 4:2-5).

SOLOMON'S TEMPLE o

Solomon began to buikd “the house of the Loso” in Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah in the spring of 967 or 966 &.C. {1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chron, 3:1-2)
and completed it seven years later, in the fall of 960 or 959 (1 Kings
6:38). The temple itself, not including the surrounding chambers on thvee
sides, was 90 feet (27 m) long, 30 feet (9 m) wide, and 45 feet (14 m)
high. It stood in the middie of a court with boundary walls.
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the kingdom into two: |
Kingdom of Israel (north) || = ¢
andKingdom of Judah i
(south).
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Relatively weak as a whole,
the kingdoms were weaker
apart.

In 722, Israel fell to the N 80
Assyrians. In 586, Judah fell |}~
to the Babylonians. 7




THE HEBREW STORY

sy Prophetic Revolution we s
¥ gAs the kingdom of Israel was under threat, a new generation c(ﬁ
preachers began to speak of a new message.

fe e 1. Thoroughgoing monotheism

3 2. God is righteous fﬁé
& %4 3. He demands ethical behaviour RS
P =

@ Justice and ethics were put at the forefront of Hebrew life. 4
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PSALM137 If I do not remember you,
1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat and we [T I do not consider Jerusalem
when we remembered Zion. my highest joy.
2 There on the poplars "Remember, O LORD, what thdomites
we hung our harps, did
3 for there our captors asked us for son¢ ~ ©On the day Jerusalem fell.
our tormentors demanded songs of ' 1ear it down,"” they cried,
joy; “tear it down to its foundations!"
they said, "Sing us one of the songs ° © Daughter of Babylon, doomed to
Zion!" destruction,
4 How can we sing the songs of the LOF  happy Is he who repays you
while in a foreign land? for what you have done to us
51f | forget you, O Jerusalem, ® he who seizes your infants
may my right hand forget its skill . and dashes them against the rocks.

6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my

mouth
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£ PostExmc Age
‘? Upon being liberated by the Persians in 539BCE, the Israelit
I rebuild the Temple. They last until 332BCE. =

| Message of the PogExilic Age: ] '
1. Eschatological doctrines, or thoughts on the end of time.
o The coming of a Messiah

These beliefs complete the doctrines of Judaism. They hold ¢
tightly to their faith as they wait, committing thelearningsand
experiences to writing.
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THE HEBREW STORY

SUMMARY

1. The Hebrew experience with Monotheism eventually leads
to the three primary monotheistic religions in the world:
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

2. There are four stages in the development of Hebrew religion
that correspond to key events in their history
a. Polytheistic stage
b. Monolatry
c. Prophetic revolution
d. Postexilic age



INHERITOR OF TWO
TRADITIONS (I1):

THE SHIFTING STATES AND
EMPIRES OF SOUTHWEST ASI.



SETTING THE STAGE

Islam was born in a desert
town, but its story stretched
far beyond the borders of the
Arabian peninsula.

Understanding its history will
require a comprehension of
the size and scale of the Asia
continent.

The following section is an overview of the history of Southwest
Asia up until the major empires that surrounded Arabia at the
dawn of Islam.



STATES AND EMPIRES IN SOUTHWEST ASIA

A complex recorded history o &
states and empires revolving By
around Mesopotamia. |

B Mesopotamia
il Persian Empire

Home to smaller empires tha
traded across the Red Sea to
the Arabian Sea, interacting
with Egypt and Greece.

The Incense Road

ARABIAN PENINSULA

ARABIAN PENINSULA g 1€ Bedo'n

A tribal desert society that
flourished through trade
between north and south.




MESOPOTAMIA
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MESOPOTAMIA
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MESOPOTAMIA

People

Sumerians
3200¢ 2000 BCE

Amorites
2000¢ 1600 BCE

Assyrians
1300¢ 612 BCE

Chaldeans
612¢ 539 BCE

Highlights

AHad the earliest cities

Alnvented:the wheel, writing (cuneiform), lunar
calendar, the ziggurat as the citgnter
Alntroduced irrigation

AAlso called Old Babylon

AA Semitic people that conquerdtkkad
AHammurabi (ruled 1792750BCE)

AKnown for: The Epic of Gilgamesimathematics,
division of time: duodecimal system

ASplendid city of Nineveh
ASuperb and unmatched warriors of the time

AAlso called New Babylon
AAdvances in architecture and astronomy



MESOPOTAMIA

1. Cities were planned and
administered by a
pateshi(priest king).

2. Believed in
anthropomorphic gods

3. Legally hadocial
classesnobles,
commoners, and slaves.

4. Had a richwritten
tradition.

Mesopotamia came to an end in 539BCE
by the hand of the Persian Empire.



PERSIAN EMPIRE
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Persia is modenday Iran.
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L3Qa St NI ASa (Elanye&(2860k 550BCH)avhol NX
would often feud with the Babylonians and Assyrians.

More influential, however, have been thfgyanswho came into
Iran around 1100BCE. Of these people,Mexlesand the
Persiansnvere most prominent.



PERSIAN EMPIRE
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PERSIAN EMPIRE

AchaemenidEmpire (550 to 330 BCtunded by Cyrus the Great



