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INTRODUCTION TO THE SELECTION by Dennis Bratcher 
 
The Enuma Elish όά²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜƛƎƘǘέύ ƛǎ ŀ .ŀōȅƭƻƴƛŀƴ ƻǊ aŜǎƻǇƻǘŀƳƛŀƴ ƳȅǘƘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƻs. The basic 
story exists in various forms in the area. This version was written in the 12

th
 century BC on seven cuneiform tablets. They were found in the middle 19th century in 

the ruins of the palace of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh. It was originally written in Akkadian, an old Babylonian dialect, and stars Marduk, the patron deity of the city of 
Babylon. A similar earlier version in ancient Sumerian has Anu, Enil and Ninurta as the heroes, suggesting that this version was adapted to justify the religious 
practices in the cult of Marduk in Babylon. 
 
The following are excerpts from the translation by Leonard William King (1902). Tablets 2, 3 and parts of 7 have been excluded for the purposes of brevity, and to 
focus on the tablets where, historians argue, the myth of creation draws parallels with several others in the area. 
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