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1858 

1947 

1990 

2008 The Sepoy Rebellion 
is defeated. 
 
The Chinese lose the 
Opium War. 
 
The Japanese sign 
the Harris Treaty. 

India becomes 
independent. 
 
¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
Republic of China is 
born (1949). 
 
Japan adopts a post-
war constitution. 

India undertakes 
economic reforms. 

 
The development of 

Shanghai begins. 

Terrorists claim 
164 lives in 

Mumbai. 
 

China hosts the 
Olympics. 

 



OUTLINE OF THE PRESENTATION 

I. Forces that Shaped the 20th Century 
A. The Rise of Nations 
B. Interdependence 
C. Flattening of the World 

 
II. The Rise of Asia: The Dragon and the Elephant 
 
III. 1990 to 2010 (and beyond): Challenges and 
Opportunities in the 21st century 



I 
 

THE FORCES THAT SHAPED THE 
20TH CENTURY 



FORCE 1: THE RISE OF NATIONS 



FORCE 1: THE RISE OF NATIONS 

Historical patterns: 
 
1. The Great Liberation refers to a wave of 

decolonization and emergence of newly 
independent nation states. 
 

2. The Cold War rivalry between the US and the USSR 
encouraged new states as the two superpowers 
sought new allies. 
 

3. The paradox of colonialism argues that while the 
imperial powers granted independence, they left 
the country unable to be independent. 



FORCE 2: INTERDEPENDENCE 

Question: What is globalization? 
Answer: Princess Diana's death 
 
Question: How come? 
 
Answer: 
An English princess with an 
Egyptian boyfriend crashes in a 
French tunnel, driving a 
German car with a 
Dutch engine, driven by a 
Belgian who was high on 
Scottish whiskey, followed closely by 
Italian Paparazzi, on 
Japanese motorcycles, treated by an 
American doctor, using 
Brazilian medicines! 

And this is sent to you by a 
Canadian, using 
Bill Gates' technology which 
he got from the Japanese.  
 
And you are probably reading this on 
one of the IBM clones that use 
Philippine-made chips, and 
Korean made monitors, 
assembled by Bangladeshi 
workers in a Singapore plant, 
transported by lorries driven by Indians, 
hijacked by Indonesians and finally 
sold to you by a Chinese! 
 
That's Globalization! 



FORCE 2: INTERDEPENDENCE 

What problems in the world 
are caused by at least two 
states coming into contact 
with each other? 

What solutions require 
the collaboration of two 
or more states working 
with each other? 



FORCE 3: FLATTENING OF THE WORLD 

In 2005, New York Times journalist Thomas 
Friedman wrote about how technology, 
communication, and globalization all work 
together to level the playing field for everyone. 



FORCE 3: FLATTENING OF THE WORLD 

Arjun Appadurai, in 1989 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ΨscapesΩ 
that define global interaction. 
 
1. Ethnoscapes 
2. Technoscapes 
3. Finanscapes 
4. Mediascapes 
5. Ideoscapes 
 



ETHNOSCAPES 


