
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PO Box 234 
Needles, CA 92363 

Editor: 
Sally Hayward 
307-231-2239 
928-768-7437 

 

Volume 2, Issue 8                                                          December 2007 

 

Blue Agate Newsletter 
On-line  

http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com 

 
Updated frequently 

 

E-mail Sally with info: 
rockhound.ngmc@gmail.com 

 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
December 19 at 5 PM PST 
Needles Marina RV Park  

Recreation Room 
100 Marina Drive 
Needles, CA 

Program: Christmas Party 
 

Usually 3rd Wednesday each 
month Oct-May 

 
BOARD MEETING 

 
30 minutes before Club 
meeting each month 

 

 
December 2007 Meeting   

Wednesday December 19, 2007 5 PM PST 
Christmas Pot Luck and Business Meeting 
Election of 2008 Officers – Committees 

Chinese Auction – bring one gift per person 

The Blue Agate News is published monthly except June, 
July, August and September. Articles are requested to be to 
the editor by the 15th of each month, preferably by email  at 
rockhound.ngmc@gmail.com or call (928)768-7437 or 
(307)231-2239. The Blue Agate News is also published via 
email - if you have internet, please share your address with 
the editor. This saves the club money and you will have the 
newsletter immediately. The Newsletter is in PDF format so it 
will be necessary to download Adobe Reader (free program) 
in order to view the newsletter. You can also view the 
newsletter on our Blog – Blue Agate News Online 
http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com. 
 
Thanks Carolyn and Dinah for proof reading the Blue Agate 
News. 
 
The Blog (Web Log) – Blue Agate News Online is free and 
can be updated frequently October through May.  If you have 
information you want posted, please email it to Sally at the 
above email address or sign up to contribute directly to the 
blog. 

Welcome New and Returning Members 
Earlene and Norm Vilhauer 

Sue Sallee 
Jeri Markinson 
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NGMC INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

THE OBJECTIVES OF NGMC 
 
To promote public interest in collecting and 
studying rocks and minerals. 
To preserve and perpetuate the lapidary arts. 
To provide field trips to obtain lapidary 
material and minerals for preservation and 
display. 
To provide an opportunity for the purchase, 
exchange and exhibition of specimens and 
materials. 
 
The NGMC meets the third Wednesday of 
each month from October through May at 6 
PM Pacific Time unless otherwise notified.  
 

NGMC OFFICERS - 2007 
President: Barb Ballard 
928-768-6335  
Vice President: Knox McCloy 
 928-768-9064   
Treasurer: Frank and Mary Flynn 
928-768-3588 
Secretary: Sally Hayward 
928-768-7437 or 307-231-2239 
Past President: Corinne More 
760-326-5005 
Auditor:  Ann Ferguson 
Sergeant at Arms: Pat New 
Field Trip Co-Chair: Barb Ballard 
928-768-6335 and Corinne More 760-326-
5005  
Assistant Field Trip Chair: 
Don McQuarie and Tom Harrell  
 

Honorary Lifetime Members 
George Truit 
Norma Truit 

Myrna Givens 
Corinne More 

Tom More 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership dues are payable at the 
November meeting and delinquent after 
January 1, 2008. Please send dues to the 
official Club address on the first page of this 
Newsletter, attention: Treasurer. 
 
This Club is a member of the California 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/. 
 

Membership per person:  $15.00 year 
Name Badge:   $3.50 
Field Trip Fee:  $1.00 
“No Badge” fine:    25¢ 

 
FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES - NGMC 

 
 

Leader will state approximately how far, road 
conditions, and if 4WD is required when each 
field tripper signs in.  
 
Each car is to keep the car behind in sight 
and STOP if the car is not in sight (unless 
otherwise stated by the leader). 
 
Field trippers will notify the leader if they are 
hiking or driving to another site and their 
approximate return time. 
 
Field trippers will notify the leader if they are 
leaving the group and sign out (with time). 
 
Members wear name badges. 
 
Handheld radios: stay on Channel 6 
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Upcoming Field Trips & Events 
 

November 28, 2007 Wednesday 
Kokoweef 

Leader: Jim Peterson and Sue Sallee 
Meet 9 AM Pacific Time at Nipton Road and  
I-15 (at Searchlight go left or West on  
Hwy 164) We will meet on Hwy 164  just 

before I-15 
Call Jim for information 

 928-854-1853 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 15, 2007  
Saturday 9 AM I-40 and CA Hwy 95 

Crestview Wash 
 

Meet 9 AM (Pac Time) at I-40 and Hwy 95 
Field trip leaders:  Allan and Faith Reed  

4WD necessary 

Various great rocks – Fun Day 
 

Call Allan/Faith at 928-763-3511 or Corinne 
at 760-326-5005 if you have any questions. 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 

 
Field Trip Reports 

 
November 17, 2007, we went to Oscar’s Jasper 
collecting area to gather Jasper with leaders Bob 
and Ann Ferguson. 11 vehicles, 17 NGMC 
members, one visitor, and six Pebble Pups 
enjoyed this trip.  We met at the off ramp about 9 
AM and traveled south to the collecting area.  
When we all arrived, every rock hound went in a 
different direction. Jasper, jasper and still more 
jasper! Thanks Bob and Ann for a wonder trip! 
 
 

 
Can’t forget lunch! 

2008 Refreshment Schedule 
 

January 2008 – Sally, Faith 
February 2008 – Gisela, Corinne 
March 2008 – Ann, Dinah, Carolyn 
April 2008 – Barbara W, Ramona 
May 2008 Season End Pot Luck 
October 2008 – Barb Ballard 
November 2007 – Sandy, Paula 
December 2007 Christmas Pot Luck 
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In the 40’s and 50’s an old desert rat named 
Oscar Hendrickson drove all around the desert in 
a succession of Cadillacs!  When a Caddie quit, 
he left it where it stopped and bought a new one.  
He was always prospecting and thinking he  
would find the next Bonanza. In later years he 
was caretaker at the clay mines where Corinne 
first found the gorgeous jasper and named it 
Oscar’s Jasper!  
 
T and Corinne More met Oscar near the 
Providence Mountains where he’d taken over an 
old mine shaft.  T and Corinne loaned him their 
old shaft ladder so he could get down in the mine 
easier.   
Source:  C More 2007 
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Bill and Brad at Needles Big O made some 
suggestions for those of us driving the back 
roads wearing street tires on vehicles.  If we 
are driving heavy sand or lose traction in 
heavy sand, we should have only 20 pounds 
of air in our tires to allow more rubber 
(traction) on the sand.  If there is less sand, 
keep PSI at 35 or whatever your tires 
recommend.  Please don’t forget to re-inflate 
your tires. 
 
Keeping a consistent speed and turning the 
wheel back and forth helps avoid getting 
stuck in sand.  If you do get stuck, dig out 
your front and back tires and start by going in 
reverse. 
 
Source:  Dinah Utah and Needles Big O 
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The slate of officers for year 2008  
 

President: Barb Ballard 
Vice President: Pat New 
Treasurer: Ann Ferguson 
Secretary: Sally Hayward 

Past President: Corinne More 
Past President: Knox McCloy 

Auditor: Gisela New (non-voting) 
 

Committees and other: 
Newsletter Editor: Sally Hayward 
Sergeant at Arms: Knox McCloy 
Field Trip Chair: Corinne More 
Refreshment Chair:  Lori Clary 
Raffle Chair: Barbara Wiggins 

Membership Chair:   
 
 
 

 
 
 

CLOUD'S   JAMBOREE - Avi 

ROCK, GEM, JEWELRY, ARTS-CRAFTS 
  &  MINERAL SHOW  January 11 - 20, 2008 

Things To Do In Quartzsite – 2008 

January 1 - February 28 Desert Gardens  

7th Annual International Gem & Mineral Show 

 

January 4 - January 13 Tyson Wells Rock & 

Gem Show 

January 11 - January 31 Main Event 

 

January 18th to January 23nd, 2008 La-Z-Daze 

Horseshoe Tournament 

 

January 18 - January 27 Tyson Wells Sell-A-

Rama 

January 19 - 27 Sports Vacation & RV Show 

(Big Tent) 

January 30 - February 3 Hobby Craft & Gem 

Show (Big Tent) 

January 23- 27 43rd Annual Pow Wow 

 

February 4 - February 11 Peddler’s Faire 

(Prospectors Panorama) 

February 1 - February 10 Tyson Wells Arts & 

Crafts 

February 2 & 3 Rock & Roll Car Show (Big 

Tent)  

February 22- 24 Blue Grass Festival at Tyson 

Wells 

February 24 Chili Cook-Off & State Salsa 
Championship 
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ELIMINATING FLATS 
by Ted Robles 

 
A while back, someone was saying that he was 
having problems with getting "flats" on his cabs, 
that there was insufficient "give" in his wheels, 
and it didn't seem to make any difference no 
matter how much pressure he applied. That was 
his first mistake.  
 
Diamond and corundum are two different animals; 
relatively speaking, about the same difference as 
between quartz and chalk. If you "lean into" a 
diamond wheel, you will get lousy results (flats, 
etc.) on your stone, and your wheels will wear out 
long before their time. On diamond, you try to do 
your cutting (and everything else) by almost not 
touching the wheel. Use essentially no force.  
Don't "grind" the stone, let the diamond wear it 
away, but keep it spinning.  The technique is 
simply to use the whole face of the wheel, and 
keep your cab moving.  Any time you stop, you 
just bought a "flat". Can't help it! It's the same 
principle as sharpening a knife on an emery 
wheel.  If you don't want notches in your blade, 
you keep it moving.  Do almost all of your cutting 
on the coarsest wheel you have.  If you leave any 
flats on the pre-form, you're - going to have them 
on the final piece…can't help it.  
 
And finally, practice, practice, practice. Machines, 
like people, take some acquaintanceship before 
you really know what you can get out of them.  
 
Source: The Mountain Gem 11/01 via The 
Pegmatite, 1/05 

 

 

 
Buy, Sell or Trade 

 
Want to buy new or used combination 

polisher/grinder and a trim saw 
 

Carolyn Logan 760-326-0823 
 

Dinah Utah wants a tested recipe for 
dill pickles 

 
760-326-0823 
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      BLUE AGATE NEWS 
      NEEDLES GEM & MINERAL CLUB 
      PO BOX 234 
      NEEDLES, CA 92363-0234   
 

            
 
Please send Exchange Bulletins to the address above 

Or email to rockhound.ngmc@gmail.com 
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