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Blue Agate News
Our on-line NewsBlog

http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com/

Updated frequently, comments
welcome, news wanted for Blog
and Newsletter
E-mail Sally with info:
wyoagha@gmail.com
shayward@wyoming.com

NEXT CLUB MEETING
Jan 16 at 6 PM PST
First Baptist Church

404 F Street
Needles
Program:

Always 3" Tuesday each
month Oct-May

BOARD MEETINGS
June-January
Dates: To Be Announced

Happy New Year/
Articles are wanted from our members for our newsletter!
Is there someplace you want to visit on a field trip? Is there a
hint you'd like to share with our group? What about your
favorite recipe? What about something for sale? Be sure to
visit our new Blog at
http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com/

2007 Membership Dues are past due now. Delinquent after
January 1, 2007. Please send the dues to the official Club
address on the first page of the Newsletter, attention:
Treasurer or give them to Frank at the meeting.

Leisure Studies - MCC
New semester starts in January
928-768-704-9463 for info

The Blue Agate News is published monthly, except June,
July, August and September. Submission of articles is
requested to the editer by the 21° of each month, preferably
by email (shayward@wyoming.com or wyoagha@gmail.com)
or (928)768-7437 (307)231-2239. The NGMC Newsletter is
published via email - if you have Internet, please share your
address with the editer. This will save our Club money and
you will have the newsletter immediately. It will be necessary
to download Adobe Reader (free program) in order to view
the newsletter.

Thanks BW for proof reading the Blue Agate News.

The Blog (Web Log) — Blue Agate News On-line is free and
can be updated frequently October through May. If you would
like to contribute information, please email the information to
Sally at the above email addresses or sign up to contribute
directly to the Blog.
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NGMC INFORMATION

THE OBJECTIVES OF NGMC
To promote public interest in collecting and
studying rocks and minerals.
To preserve and perpetuate the lapidary arts.
To provide field trips to obtain lapidary
material and minerals for preservation and
display.
To provide opportunity for the purchasing,
exchange and exhibition of specimens and
materials.

The NGMC meets the third Tuesday of each
month from October through May at 6 PM
Pacific Time in the Recreation Room at the
First Baptist Church located at 404 F Street in
Needles.

NGMC OFFICERS - 2007

President: Michael Boeck
928-768-6168

Vice President: Knox McCloy
928-768-9064

Treasurer: Frank and Mary Flynn
928-768-3588

Secretary: Sally Hayward
928-768-7437 or 307-231-2239
Assistant Secretary: Barbara
Wiggins

Past President: Barb Ballard
928-768-6335

Past President: Corinne More
760-326-5005

Sergeant at Arms: Pat New
928-768-5640

Field Trip Chairperson: Barb Ballard
928-768-6335

Assistant to Field Trip: Don
McQuarie and Tom Harrell
Editor: Sally Hayward 928-768-7437

Honorary Lifetime Members
George Truit
Norma Truit
Myrna Givens
Corinne More
Tom More

Membership dues are payable at the
November meeting and delinquent after
January 1, 2007. Please send dues to the
official Club address on the first page of this
newsletter, attention: Treasurer

Membership per person: $15.00 year
Name Badge: $3.50

Field Trip Fee: $1.00

“No Badge” fine: 25¢

2007 Refreshment Schedule

January 2007 — Sally, Faith
February 2007 — Gisela, Corinne
March 2007 — Mary, Joan

April 2007 — Barbara W, Ramona
May 2007 Season End Pot Luck
October 2007 — Maty, Barb Ballard
November 2007 — Sandy, Paula
December 2007 Christmas Pot Luck

Upcoming Field Trips & Events
Barb Ballard, Leader 928-768-6335

January 13, 2007
Oscar’s Jasper
8 AM PST, 9 AM MST Meet at Carl Jr's
West end of Needles

January 27, 2007
Estrella Road
8:30 AM PST, 9:30 AM MST
Franconia Off-Ramp on [-40 E

February 2007 — TBA
March 2007 - TBA
April 2007 - TBA
May 2007 Year End Pot Luck
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Incoming President Mike Boeck:

Remember Kelso?

Field Trip Reviews

December 2, Big Chief Jasper

On Dec 2, 2006 three canines, six vehicles
and fourteen rockhounds ventured to Big
Chief Jasper and Lavender Quartz - a bit
chilly, a bit windy, but a great day! Thanks
Barb for leading this great trip.

It takes courage to stand up and speak. It
takes even more courage sometimes to sit
down and listen.

* k k k * %

The only place success comes before work
is in the dictionary.
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December 9, Hector Mine

Great, awesome trip attended by NGMC
members Corinne, T, Allan, Faith, Anthony,
Mike, Leta and of course, Lola, Huck, Marrs
and Coco. Thanks Anthony for letting us
know about this great trip! It was a nice day in
a spectacular pristine environment. There
was something for everyone: enjoyment of
the outdoors, learning about your mine, the
Hectarine process, and a good selection of
collectable rocks and minerals. Interesting,
under UV light most of the agate/quartz have
great colors! We had a great time!

Mr. James Barry’s contribution to ensure the
safety of the group and his assistance in the
education and collection process was
remarkable and greatly appreciated by the

group.

The group congratulates Corinne on her
“paparazzi” ability to take pictures. She took
all the moving rock shots! Congratulations to
Mike/Corinne for their great eye on spotting
good color rocks and determination to get
them OUT of the stubborn Hectorite. And
congratulations to Mike, Allan, Faith and
Anthony for getting the “big one” out! |
understand Faith took Corinne’s pick and
handed it straight to Allan! Also the statement
was heard “I don’t know how to get there, but
| know where it is.” Now folks, you should
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Anthony Ferrari Photos
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Upcoming Shows and Places to go

Clouds Jamboree — Avi —Jan to Feb 1

Clouds Jamboree - Laughlin - Jan 12 — 21°

Quartzsite Arizona Schedule

Desert Gardens Jan 1 — Feb 28
Main Event Jan 5 — Jan 31
Tysen Wells Jan 5 — Jan 14
Pow Wow Jan 24 — Jan 28
Big Tent Jan 31 — Feb 4

Tips by Richard

If you polish your cabs on a leather buff
and you are not getting the same good old
shine, check your leather for glaze. If it is
packed down hard and you do not want to
change the leather, try this! Take a wire
brush and brush the leather against the
grain until if fluffs up.

Recharge your leather with your polish
compound and you are ready to polish. In
your spray bottle that you wet your wheel
with, add a little vinegar. The acids in the
vinegar will help your shine a little bit.

Source: Richard Peterson via Paul Hartley

Thanks Paul!

What local Rock Hound attraction is
located at GPS Coordinate
N34°25.62" W114°27.64’, 896 foot
elevation?

Bring answer to next business
meeting!

*khkkkkhk*kxk*k

NGMC Christmas Pot Luck and

Election of 2007 Officers!

The following pictures were taken December
19 at our annual Christmas Party!

K*kkkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkkkhkkkkkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkikx
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FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES - NGMC

Leader will state approximate how far, road
conditions, and if 4WD is required when each
Field Tripper signs in.

Each car is to keep the car behind in sight
and STOP if the car is not in sight (unless
otherwise stated by leader).

Field Tripper will notify the Leader if they are
hiking/driving to another site and their
approximate return time.

Field Trippers will notify the Leader if they are
leaving the group and sign out (with time).

Members wear Name Badges

Handheld radios: Stay on Channel 6.

ROCKHOUND CODE OF ETHICS

| will respect both private and public property
and will do no collecting on privately owned
land without the owner’s permission.

| will keep informed on all laws, regulations of
rules governing collecting on public lands and
will observe them.

| will to the best of my ability, ascertain the
boundary lines of property on which | plan to
collect.

| will use no firearms or blasting material in
collecting areas.

| will cause no willful damage to property of
any kind - fences, signs, and buildings.

| will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires in designated or safe places
only and will be certain they are completely
extinguished before leaving the area.

| will discard no burning material - matches,
cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may be
dangerous to livestock.

| will not contaminate wells, creeks or other
water supply.

| will cause no willful damage to collecting
material and will take home only what | can
reasonably use.

| will practice conservation and undertake to
utilize fully and well the materials | have
collected and will recycle my surplus for the
pleasure and benefit of others.

| will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.
(Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave
all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless
of how found.

| will cooperate with field trip leaders and
those in designated authority in all collecting
areas.

| will report to my club or federation officers,
Bureau of Land Management or other
authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or
other materials on public lands which should
be protected for the enjoyment of future
generations for public educational and
scientific purposes.

| will appreciate and protect our heritage of
natural resources.

| will observe the “Golden Rule”, to use “Good
Outdoor Manners” and will at all times
conduct myself in a manner which will add to
the stature and Public “image” of rock hounds
everywhere.

Source: http://www.amfed.org/ethics.htm

~hkk Lk h k Lk kK

Classifieds

If you have anything for sale,
your ad could be here!

q

“I didn’t get my ad in!”
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(1) Get a glass container - a baby food jar is
good. Put some denatured alcohol in it. Half
way is good. (

). Drop in a pinch of shellac flakes.
Swizzle around. These will dissolve.

(2) Paint stone area to be dopped with the
alcohol/shellac solution and let it dry. The
purpose of this is to make a stronger bond by
bonding shellac to shellac, rather than to
smooth stone.

(3) If this is the first dopping, place the stone
on a large cone dop with something like florist
putty, or similar holding material. Put that
dop in the transfer fixture, on the bottom. Put
the dop you want to dop the stone to in the top
of the transfer fixture, then bring it down to
check the centering of the stone. Center the
stone. Press down with dop. Raise dop. Put
some shellac flake on the stone. Bring top
down until it just touches the shellac flake.
Begin heating top dop. DO NOT PUT FLAME

DIRECTLY ON SHELLAC. As shellac melts,
push dop down with firm, even pressure. Let
set a few minutes until cool. Stone should now
be dopped and ready to facet.

(4) If this is a transfer, place dopped stone in

transfer fixture. Put shellac flake in bottom
receiving dop. Bring top dop down until it
almost touches receiving dop and shellac.
Begin heating dop with flake shellac in it
(Bottom Dop). DO NOT PUT FLAME
DIRECTLY ON SHELLAC. As shellac
begins to melt, bring top dop down and press
together with firm, even pressure. Let set a
few minutes until dop is cool.

(5) Take both dops out with stone between
them. Lay transfer fixture flat. Put receiving
dop in fixture, with dop you want to remove
sticking out. Heat dop you want to remove on
the very end. Atsame, wet a paper towel and
hold stone. Dop will fall off in a few seconds,
or you can help it by weighting the top. DO
NOT TOUCH DOP YOU REMOVED UNTIL
IT COOLS. IT IS VERY HOT.

THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAN BE USED
WITH REGULAR DOP WAXES. IGNORE
THE PARTS ABOUT DISSOLVING IN
ALCOHOL. THE REST OF THE
TECHNIQUE IS THE SAME.

Ly ' i $
% ' &

Permission to reprint by author December 2006
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Junk is something you keep and then throw
away two weeks before you need it.

In these days of uncertainty, the only thing
you can count on is your fingers.

The difference between promising ideas and
productive results is a good manager.
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BLUE AGATE NEWS

NEEDLES GEM & MINERAL CLUB
PO BOX 234

NEEDLES, CA 92363-0234

Please send Exchange Bulletins to the address above.

Happy Rock Hounding! May your bag come home full and your heart happy!

Needles Mountains Photo by Mike Boeck December 2006

Field Trip on January 13, 2007
Oscar’s Jasper
8 AM PST, 9 AM MST Meet at Carl Jr's
West end of Needles

Field Trip on January 27, 2007
Estrella Road
8:30 AM PST, 9:30 AM MST
Meet at the Franconia Off-Ramp on I-40 E
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