
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PO Box 234 
Needles, CA 92363 

Editor: 
Sally Hayward 
307-231-2239 
928-768-7437 

 

Volume 2, Issue 3                                                                March 2007 

 
Blue Agate Newsletter 

On-line  
http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com/ 

 
Updated frequently 

 

E-mail Sally with info: 
rockhound.ngmc@gmail.com 

 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
Mar 20 at 6 PM PST 
First Baptist Church 

404 F Street 
Needles 

Program: Surprise! Stay tuned 
on the Blog  

 
Always 3rd Tuesday each 

month Oct-May 

 
BOARD MEETINGS 

May - December 
Dates: To Be Announced 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

2 AM  Sunday March 11, 2007 

Beginning in 2007, most of the U.S. will begin Daylight Saving Time 

at 2:00 a.m. on the second Sunday in March and revert to standard 

time on the first Sunday in November (November 4).  

Trivia The official spelling is Daylight Saving Time, not Daylight 

SavingS Time. 

 

The Blue Agate News is published monthly, except June, 
July, August and September. Articles are requested to the 
editor by the 21st of each month, preferably by email  at 
rockhound.ngmc@gmail.com or (928)768-7437 (307)231-
2239. The Blue Agate News is also published via email - if 
you have internet, please share your address with the editor. 
This saves the club money and you will have the newsletter 
immediately. The Newsletter is in PDF format so it will be 
necessary to download Adobe Reader (free program) in order 
to view the newsletter. You can also view the newsletter on 
our Blog – Blue Agate News Online 
http://needlesgemmineralclub.blogspot.com. 
 
Thanks BW and BW for proof reading the Blue Agate News. 
 
The Blog (Web Log) – Blue Agate News On-line is free and 
can be updated frequently October through May.  If you have 
information you want posted, please email it to Sally at one of 
the above email address or sign-up to contribute directly to 
the Blog. 

 
Welcome new member:  

Jim Root 
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NGMC INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

THE OBJECTIVES OF NGMC 
To promote public interest in collecting and 
studying rocks and minerals. 
To preserve and perpetuate the lapidary arts. 
To provide field trips to obtain lapidary 
material and minerals for preservation and 
display. 
To provide opportunity for the purchasing, 
exchange and exhibition of specimens and 
materials. 
 
The NGMC meets the third Tuesday of each 
month from October through May at 6 PM 
Pacific Time in the Recreation Room at the 
First Baptist Church, at 404 F St. Needles. 
 

NGMC OFFICERS - 2007 
 
President: Michael Boeck 
928-768-6168  
Vice President: Knox McCloy 
 928-768-9064   
Treasurer: Frank and Mary Flynn 
928-768-3588 
Secretary: Sally Hayward 
928-768-7437 or 307-231-2239 
Assistant Secretary: Barbara Wiggins 
(Feb, Mar, Apr) 
Past President: Barb Ballard 
928-768-6335 
Past President: Corinne More 
760-326-5005 
Sergeant at Arms: Pat New 
928-768-5640 
Field Trip Chairperson: Barb Ballard 
928-768-6335 
Assistant Field Trip Chairpersons: 
Don McQuarie and Tom Harrell  
Editor: Sally Hayward 928-768-7437 
 

Honorary Lifetime Members 
George Truit 
Norma Truit 
Myrna Givens 
Corinne More 
Tom More 

 
 

Membership dues are payable at the 
November meeting and delinquent after 
January 1, 2007. Please send dues to the 
official Club address on the first page of this 
newsletter, attention: Treasurer. 
 

Membership per person:  $15.00 year 
Name Badge:   $3.50 
Field Trip Fee:  $1.00 

“No Badge” fine:    25¢ 
 

 

 
Upcoming Field Trips & Events 

 

 
April Field Trips - TBA 

2007 Refreshment Schedule 
 

January 2007 – Sally, Faith 
February 2007 – Gisela, Corinne 
March 2007 – Mary, Joan 
April 2007 – Barbara W, Ramona 
May 2007 Season End Pot Luck 
October 2007 – Maty, Barb Ballard 
November 2007 – Sandy, Paula 
December 2007 Christmas Pot Luck 
 

March 10, 2007 Saturday 
Colbaugh’s Processing 

Located 7 miles North of Kingman on Highway 93 
Turn right at milepost 65 Sundown Drive  

 
Meet at Colbaugh’s Store Hwy 93 Just 

north of 93 and 68 10 AM MST 9 AM PST  

March 23-25, 2007 Saturday 
Burro Creek 

Leader: Linda Chandler 
928-855-6174 for Info 

See Page 7 
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FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES - NGMC 
 
 

Leader will state approximate how far, road 
conditions, and if 4WD is required when each 
Field Tripper signs in.  
 
Each car is to keep the car behind in sight 
and STOP if the car is not in sight (unless 
otherwise stated by leader). 
 
Field Tripper will notify the Leader if they are 
hiking or driving to another site and their 
approximate return time. 
 
Field Tripper will notify the Leader if they are 
leaving the group and sign out (with time). 
 
Members wear Name Badges 
 
Handheld radios: Stay on Channel 6. 

 

 
 
 

President Mike Boeck:  
 
 

 
 

Mike Boeck 
NGMC President 

CA:  714-649-2662, rockdad@earthlink.net 
AZ:  928-768-6168, rockdad@frontiernet.net 

 

Field Trip Reviews 
 

January 27 Estrella Road 

Barb Ballard met us at Hwy 68 and Estrella Rd on 
Sat. Jan. 27.  A hiking group was also meeting 
there and that made for many people and 
vehicles. 

We were fortunate in having Sue Griffith as our 
guest. She is a Professor of Geology from 
England and teaches via the internet while in the 
USA. 

We had six canines:  Toby, Huck, Bailey and 
Lacey, and Marrs and Coco, 18 rock hounds and 
l0 vehicles. 

 

After driving up a picturesque wash we parked on 
a clear and gravely area.  And then scattered 
looking for perlite, chalcedony, and silicified 
banded rhyolite.  Linda Chandler reminded us that 
perlite cools slowly, while obsidian cools in a 
hurry, and that the two are of the same 
composition.  Ruthie Montgomery, Barbara 
Wiggins and Barb Ballard found pieces of 
chalcedony with small bubbles of fire.  Don 
Hughes found a hand sized chuck of chalcedony 
while on the scouting trip. 

After socializing and having lunch Barb led the 
group to I-40 via Aztec and Shinarump Road.  

Thanks for the good trip Barb 
 
 Field Trip Report by Corinne 
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* * * * * * * * 
February 10, 2007 Blue Agate Mine 

 
 Clean up day at Blue Agate Mine was 
attended by 24 people, 5 dogs in 11 cars! 
What a fantastic day. We then traveled across 
Havasu Landing Road to gather some more 
Tule and Purple Agate. 

 
 

February 24 Zoisite at Ludlow 
 
 

PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES ACT 
REINTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE 

By Jan Spunaugle 
American Lands Access Association 

Executive Vice President for Legislation 
 

On January 18, 2007, a fossil Collecting Bill, 
HR 554 "Paleontological Resources Preservation 
Act" was introduced into the U. S House of 
Representatives by Congressional 
Representatives McGovern of Massachusetts and 
Renzi of Arizona. It was sent to the Committees 
on Natural Resources and Agriculture for a period 
of time to be determined by the Speaker of the 
House. (This means that regardless of what the 
Committee Chair people do, the Bill can be 
brought to the floor of the U.S. House for a vote at 
any time with or without amendment or 
Committee recommendation).  

Preliminary examination of the actual Bill 
language suggests that is very similar to the Bills 
introduced and passed by the U.S. Senate in past 
years. Casual collecting would be allowed as 
seen appropriate by the government land 
managers. Provisions for civil and criminal 
penalties remain in the Bill as does a rewards 
section for information on possible violators and 
other property confiscation including all 
paleontology resources.  

The bill has also been introduced in the U.S. 
Senate, as bill S-320.  

You can read the full text of HR 554 or S-320 
at http://thomas.loc.gov/ and then enter the bill 
number. If you chose to write your 
Representatives and Senators, please also send 
a copy to Speaker Pelosi.  

Some talking points on The Paleontological 
Resources Preservation Act, Senate Bill S-320 
and House Bill HR 554 are now being considered 
by the U. S. House of Representatives Natural 
Resources and Agriculture Committees and the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee.  

These Bills are, for all practical purposes, 
identical to the fossil bills considered by the 108th 
Congress in 2003-4 and in the 109th Congress 
which passed the Senate in 2005. Therefore, past 
comments by previous AFMS (American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies) and ALAA 
(American Lands Access Association) reviewers 
apply to these latest Bill introductions, (S-320 and 
HR 554). I would expect quick action on these 
bills, without the lack of action in the U.S. House 
as in the past. You may remember this Bill was 
passed by the U.S. Senate by voice vote without 
objection.  In the last several years several 
reviewers called this a "bad bill" primarily because 
it criminalized fossil collecting with 
outrageous penalties for picking up a fossil on 
public land. The Bill was also criticized for its 
reward provisions for turning in violators, 
which seemed ripe for abuse. Those same 
statements apply to the current version.  

The current Bills under consideration have 
some good points and some bad points. For 
someone like myself, who helped write the first 
version of the "rockhound" fossil collecting bill, 
and worked to defeat the so called "Baucus Bill" in 
1992-3, I can clearly see some improvements. 
Several of the objections the amateur fossil 
collecting public voiced to the original 1992-3 Bill 
have been remedied in this latest S-320/HR 554 
version. However, several of the remaining 
"rockhound" objections remain.  

Some of the remaining objections to the Bill S-
320/HR 554 in its current form are:  

(1) The Bill fails to make any distinction 
between scientifically significant and 
commonly found fossils. Instead it defines the 
paleontological resource it would protect to mean 
"any fossilized remains, trace, or imprints of 
organisms preserved in or on the earth’s crust" 



Blue Agate News                          Needles Gem & Mineral Club                   March        2007 
 

 5

except for archaeological resources or those 
associated with an archaeological resource. (The 
latter are covered under an archaeological 
resources protection act passed many years ago). 
Casual collecting of a reasonable amount of 
common invertebrate and plant fossils may be 
allowed under this Bill in Section 5, at the 
discretion of the Secretary (the land managers). 
Therefore amateurs "may" be able to collect 
certain common invertebrate or plant fossils found 
on Federal lands, but not necessarily. Only hand 
tools could be used and collecting can not cause 
more than a "negligible surface disturbance" 
(undefined). Collecting common vertebrate fossils 
such as fish fossils, sharks teeth and the like, 
would be a violation of the act, as would picking 
up an isolated single dinosaur bone fragment in 
the badlands of the western United States if it was 
on Federal land.  

All other collecting of paleontological resources 
on Federal lands would require a permit issued by 
the Secretary (the land managers) and be given 
only to "qualified" applicants. The resources 
collected would remain the property of the United 
States with the resources collected and the 
associated data deposited in an approved 
repository when collected under a permit.  

(2) Further, there would be no commercial 
collection of fossils allowed. This would preclude 
anyone, amateur or otherwise, from selling, 
trading, or bartering any fossil collected on federal 
land. Not only does this effect amateurs, but 
completely eliminates the valuable and 
considerable contributions to paleontology that 
commercial fossil entities have provided in the 
past in discovering, extraction, and preparation of 
fossils.  The Dinosaur "Sue" a Tyrannosaurus Rex 
is a perfect example.  

(3) Penalties for criminal violation of any 
provisions of this Bill would result in fines in 
accordance with Title 18 of the U.S. Code and/or 
imprisonment for up to 10 years. Title 18 
provides for fines ranging up to $5,000 and up to 
$10,000 in certain circumstances, or up to 
$250,000 in certain cases. Such cases would be 
tried in Federal Courts.  

(4) Civil penalties are also provided in the Bill 
and can go as high as double the replacement 
cost or restoration cost of the resource 
involved.  The value is to be determined by the 
land managers.  No due process is required 
under the civil penalty provisions other than a 
required notice of a hearing. A judicial review 

petition is allowed only within a thirty day period 
following any civil penalty assessment, but the 
court is allowed to rule only on the evidence 
presented in the hearing report. Forget "innocent 
until proven guilty" and the right to a trial by your 
peers.  

(5) The Rewards and Forfeiture Section, 
Section 9, allows the Secretary of Interior or 
Secretary of Agriculture to pay a reward for 
information leading to a civil (or criminal) penalty. 
Rewards can go as high as $500. So, you might 
want to look out for any neighbors who don’t like 
you if you have any vertebrate fossils in your 
collection, especially, if you cannot prove where 
they came from. Most fossils I know of don't say 
"Made in China" or "Hocho en Mexico" on them. 
And, how many of you kept receipts on items 
purchased, or can you vouch for exactly where 
the vertebrate fossils really came from even if you 
did purchase them and can prove it? The Bill calls 
for a person to exercise "due care" in knowing if 
the resource was excavated or removed from 
Federal land. Again "due care" is undefined.  

(6) Also subject to forfeiture under this Bill are 
"paleontological resources" with respect to which 
a violation occurred and which are in possession 
of any person and all vehicles and equipment of 
any person that were used in connection with the 
violation". I'm not a lawyer, but I do have 
knowledge of what has happened to several 
collectors and to several hobbyists in the past with 
regard to property confiscated, rightly or wrongly. 
In most cases nothing was ever returned 
regardless of its being legally obtained by the 
collector.  

So, I worry for fossil collectors if  this  Bill,  S-
230/HR 554, becomes law.  The best way to 
prevent its passage in its present form is for each 
and every one of us to communicate your feelings 
to your Congressional Representatives.  Because 
it seems likely that these bills will be passed in 
short order you need to write that letter 
immediately.  Copies of the Bills are found on the 
internet at http://thomas.loc.gov/ using Bill 
numbers. 
 

Source: A.F.M.S. Newsletter, March 2007 

 
 
 

 
* * * * * * * * *  
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What IS a Rockhound? 
 
You may be a Rockhound, even if you’re not 
active in this hobby. For example, have you 
ever discovered a pretty pebble and stuck it in 
your pocket? We know a fellow who kicked a 
rock, saw the sun glint on bright colors, took it 
home and tried to polish it. Eight years later 
he won a national trophy for jewelry he had 
made containing stones he had cut. It could 
happen to you! 
A Rockhound is anyone of an estimated 2 
million people throughout the United States 
who have rock-related hobbies that include 
collecting rocks, mineral and crystals; cutting 
and polishing stones; faceting gems; finding a 
classifying fossils; and a zillion other related 
activities such as jewelry design, scrimshaw, 
sculpture, gem trees, beading, etc.  
Rockhounds are plain folks who express their 
creativity in their hobby. You can get started 
for “peanuts” or you can spend a fortune! You 
can gauge your work and your spending by 
income, interest, level of skill and time 
available.  You can learn from others and 
then teach newcomers the tricks you have 
picked up. 
 
Source: The Burro Express April 2006 
 
 
 

 
 

Thundereggs are agate-filled nodules 

found in various parts of the Western United 
States. They range in size from 1/4 inch to as 
large as 5 feet in diameter. Generally, they are 
about the size of oranges. All are similar on the 
exterior, but no two are alike in pattern, design or 
color on the inside. The most colorful and 
beautiful of Thundereggs comes from a small 
area in Jefferson County in Central Oregon (Pony 
Butte). In other localities they do not show such 
brilliant color and gem quality. In spite of their 
superior quality, only one in an average of twenty 
cut make outstanding specimens. These show 
vivid scenes of land and sea fantasies, which 
besides the bright hues reveal the appearance of 
depth and dimension of distance. Cut and 
polished Thundereggs are beautiful to behold. 
They are one of the marvels of nature and are 
sought after and highly prized the world over. 

 

 

 

According to legend, Thundereggs were so named 
by Native Americans of Central Oregon. The 
natives of this region are said to have believed 
these strange, agate-filled stones were missiles 
thrown by angry, fighting "Thunder Spirits" or 
"Gods" that dwelt on Mount Jefferson and nearby 
Mount Hood, two of the several snow-capped 
peaks high in the Cascade Range. The Native 
Americans thought when thunderstorms occurred 
these rival, jealous gods hurled large numbers of 
the round-shaped rocks at each other in furious 
anger. Thus, according to Native American 
legend, Thundereggs were scattered over the 
high plateaus of Central Oregon. 

Classifieds 
 

Wanted: Tumbler (any) and a 10” slab saw 
 
For Sale: Redwood Burl Old Growth 
Coffee Table, large and heavy.  
 
46” x 27” x 18”. 4 ½” thick. Great to display 
those rocks on! 
 

Larry Leslie 760-326-2707 
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The unique agate-filled mud balls are found in 
layers of rhyolite lava flows, which spread over 
the land an estimated 60 million years ago. This 
was long before man appeared on the earth and 
thousands of centuries before the Cascade 
Mountain range was formed and pushed upward, 
due to tremendous stress beneath the surface of 
the planet. Geologist’s reason that the round-
shaped Thundereggs were formed in gas pockets, 
serving as molds, that were left in the lava plows 
of the Eocene Geological Age. Over long periods 
of time, the gas cavities or cooled bubbles were 
gradually filled by water percolating through the 
porous rock formations, Water (hot or cold) 
oozing into the cavities carried rich quantities of 
silica (quartz). The solution lined and in many 
cases filled the cavity molds, first with the darker 
matrix material, then the inner core of agate or 
chalcedony. The beautiful and varying colors were 
derived from nearby minerals present in the soil. 
These processes are still going on, but at a much 
slower rate than during the times of volcanic 
action, with huge clouds and deposits of volcanic 
ash rich in silica (quartz). 

 

Many geologists agree that the materials used by 
nature in forming these exquisite agate-filled 
Thundereggs came from the surrounding rhyolite 

lava frock in which they were formed. The matrix 
and the agate centers were made and composed 
by water carrying silica and minerals in solution. 
The water by continuous action robbed the 
rhyolite flows of its rich silica composition, causing 
it to eventually decompose. The harder more 
durable agate materials stayed in place. 

This is very likely the origin of Thundereggs. 
Many await discovery in the now loose beds of 
decomposed rhyolite - to be dug sawed and 
polished by the expert craftsperson, thereby 
revealing the hidden beauty of this remarkable 
"Wonder of Nature". There is lasting enjoyment 
and adoration to all who are fortunate enough to 
view their splendor. 

Reprint by permission of Bonnie Richardson  Jan 2007 
and thanks Dinah Utah for sending this web site! 

Long awaited Burro Creek field trip as 
announced at the February 20 NGMC general 
business meeting: Linda Chandler is leading a trip 
to Burro Creek on March 23 – 25.  Meet in 
Wikieup at the store on the left just past Chicken 
Springs Road at 11:00 a.m. on Friday March 23 
and proceed to the Burro Creek Campground with 
the group.  Collect Apache Tears and camp for 
the night.  Leave at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday and 
take Boogle Ranch Road, or it may now be known 
as the Signal Road. At any rate, it is Signal on the 
west side of Hwy 93.  We are going east from 
Hwy 93 on this same road about 14 miles.  On 
Sunday we're going over past Bagdad to find 
material that looks like fish eggs.   

 

 

 

Should everyone wish Frank Happy Birthday? 
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Needles Mountains   Photo by Mike Boeck December 2006 
 

Field Trip March 10, 2007 Saturday Colbaugh Processing 
Meet Colbaugh’s Parking lot 10 AM 
Located 7 miles North of Kingman on Highway 93 

Turn right at milepost 65 Sundown 
 

Field Trip March 23-25, 2007 Burro Creek 
4WD High Clearance Necessary 

Mar 23 11:00 AM Meet at Wikieup Motel Restaurant Parking Lot 
Call Linda Chandler for more info 928-855-6174 


