The Amazing Evidence of the Bible

Fulfilled Prophecy

27% of the Bible was prophecy as it was being written. 

The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem

Micah 5:2 - “ But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
      Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
      Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
      The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
      Whose goings forth are from of old, 
      From everlasting.”
The Messiah would be born of a virgin

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
The Temple would still be standing at the time of the Messiah

Malachi 3:1 - “Behold, I send My messenger,
      And he will prepare the way before Me. 
      And the Lord, whom you seek, 
      Will suddenly come to His temple, 
      Even the Messenger of the covenant, 
      In whom you delight. 
      Behold, He is coming,” 
      Says the LORD of hosts.
Miracles and signs of the Messiah

Isaiah 35:5,6 - Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
      And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
       Then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
      And the tongue of the dumb sing.
The Messiah will be rejected

Psalm 118:22 - The stone which the builders rejected
         Has become the chief cornerstone.
The exact year the Messiah would die

Daniel 9:24-26 - Seventy weeks are determined 
      For your people and for your holy city, 
      To finish the transgression, 
      To make an end of sins, 
      To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
      To bring in everlasting righteousness, 
      To seal up vision and prophecy, 
      And to anoint the Most Holy. 
       “ Know therefore and understand, 
      That from the going forth of the command 
      To restore and build Jerusalem 
      Until Messiah the Prince, 
      There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
      The street shall be built again, and the wall,
      Even in troublesome times. 
       “ And after the sixty-two weeks 
      Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
      And the people of the prince who is to come 
      Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
      The end of it shall be with a flood, 
      And till the end of the war desolations are determined.
The crucifixion of the Messiah

Psalms 22 - They pierced My hands and My feet;
The Messiah would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver

Zech 11:12-13 - Then I said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.” So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. 
And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD for the potter.

The Messiah would conquer death

Psalms 16:10 - For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,
         Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
The chances of 1 man fulfilling only 8 of these prophecies of Jesus are 1 in 10 to the 17thpower or 1 in one hundred quadrillion. 

Archaeological Verification
Sodom and Gomorrah

Found buried in 4 feet of ash



Ruins of Nineveh

Found in the late 1800’s

Gen 10:11, Jonah 3:2
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Hezekiah’s tunnel

2 Kings 20:20
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Ruins of the Hittite civilization

Gen 10:11, Jonah 3:2
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Ruins of Babylon

This is now modern day Iraq

Daniel 1:1
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Pool of Siloam

John 9:1-7
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The Pavement

Pilates praetorium where people where scourged. 

John 19
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Jacob’s well

John 4:1-6
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Pool of Bethesda

Discovered in 1888

John 5:2
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Remains of a crucifixion victim

Discovered in 1968
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Bone box of Caiaphas

Discovered in 1990

Caiaphas was the High Priest who oversaw Jesus’ crucifixion. 
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The Bible’s Internal Consistency

1. The Bible addresses life’s most controversial questions

2. The Bible is a collection of 66 separate documents

3. The Bible is written by 40 different authors

4. Many of the authors came from different educational and cultural backgrounds 

5. The Bible was written over 1500 years (60+ generations)

6. Some of the authors were separated by great distances. The Bible was written in 3 separate continents (Africa, Asia, Europe)

7. The Bible was written in 3 different languages (Hebrew, Greek, Arabic) 

Extrabiblical Writings

At least 80 different persons that are mentioned in the Bible were actual historical people. 

50 in the Old Testament

30 in the New Testament
There are at least 39 sources outside of the Bible that attests to more than 100 facts about Jesus. 
1. Josephus was a 1st century Jewish historian who wrote about Jesus and John the Baptist.
2. The Talmud: is another Jewish source of evidence for Jesus. Again with this being a Jewish source we do not see evidence of Jesus as divine. But he is mentioned. The people had little love for Jesus after all they crucified him. What is found in the Talmud is basically a grouping of stories which mention Jesus at times. These stories are usually irreverent to Jesus. They do mention his miracles and healings but they do so to call him a magician or a sorcerer. The point of my mentioning this is to say that even his early adversaries didn't deny he existed. 
3. There are other ancient Roman historians who mention Jesus. See Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny the Younger. 
The Bible’s scientific accuracy and insights

An example of what the Qur’an says about the Sun

Surah 18:86 – The sun sets in a muddy spring

Isaiah 40:22 (written 2800 years ago): "It is he that sits upon the circle of the earth." 

The Bible informs us here that the earth is round. At a time when science believed that the earth was flat, it was the Scriptures that inspired Christopher Columbus to sail around the world. He wrote: "It was the Lord who put it into my mind. I could feel His hand upon me . . . there is no question the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit because He comforted me with rays of marvelous illumination from the Holy Scriptures . . ." (From his diary, in reference to his discovery of "the New World").

Job 26:7 (written 3500 years ago): "He stretches out the north over the empty place, and hangs the earth upon nothing." 

The Bible claimed that the earth freely floated in space. Science then thought that the earth sat on a large animal. We now know that the earth has a free float in space. 
Jeremiah 33:22 (written 2500 years ago): "As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured." 

The Bible claimed that there are billions of stars ("host of heaven" is the biblical term for the stars). When it made this statement, no one knew how vast the numbers of stars were as only about 1,100 were observable. Now we know that there are billions of stars, and that they cannot be numbered.
Hebrews 11:3 (written 2000 years ago): "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." 

The Bible claims that all creation is made of invisible material. Science then was ignorant of the subject. We now know that the entire creation is made of invisible elements called "atoms."

Leviticus 17:11 (written 3000 years ago): "For the life of the flesh is in the blood." 

The Scriptures declare that blood is the source of life. Up until 120 years ago, sick people were "bled", and many died because of the practice. We now know that blood is the source of life. If you lose your blood, you will lose your life.

Genesis 17:12: "And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed." 

Why was circumcision to be carried out on the eighth day? Medical science has discovered that the eighth day is the only day in the entire life of the newborn that the blood clotting element prothrombin is above 100%.

Psalm 8:8: "And the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passes through the paths of the seas." 

What does the Bible mean by "paths" of the seas? The sea is just a huge mass of water, how then could it have "paths?" Man discovered the existence of ocean currents in the 1850's, but the Bible declared the science of oceanography 2,800 years ago. Matthew Maury (1806- 1873) is considered to be the father of oceanography. He was bedridden during a serious illness and asked his son to read a portion of the Bible to him. While listening, he noticed the expression "paths of the sea." Upon his recovery, Maury took God at His word and went looking for these paths. His book on oceanography is still considered a basic text on the subject and is still used in universities.

Psalm 135:7 “He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth”
Job 36:27,28 “For he maketh small the drops of water: they pour down rain according to the vapor thereof: which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly.”

This describes the water cycle that produces rain for the earth. 
Manuscript Evidence

Currently we have more than 24,000 scraps, partials, and complete manuscripts to support the Bible. 

There are enough quotations from the early church fathers that even if we didn’t have a single manuscript we could still construct 99.86% of the entire New Testament from their writings. There are only 11 verses that are not cited. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls
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The scrolls which contained some 574 manuscripts were actually a huge supported of the accuracy of the biblical text. They showed that the words of the Bible had been carried down through the ages with an extreme level of authenticity. No other ancient text is as well supported by older or more numerable copies in antiquity as the Bible. Even if you are an adversary of God and the Bible you should read and enjoy the fact that it is truly a preserved ancient text that reads the same today as it did thousands of years ago.
If the critics want to disregard the New Testament, then they must also disregard other ancient writings by Plato, Aristotle, and Homer.  This is because the New Testament documents are better preserved and more numerous than any other ancient writing.  Because they are so numerous, they can be cross checked for accuracy...and they are very consistent.

Almost all biblical scholars agree that the New Testament documents were all written before the close of the first century.  If Jesus was crucified in 30 A.D., then that means that the entire New Testament was completed within 70 years.  This is important because it means there were plenty of people around when the New Testament documents were penned who could have contested the writings.

Furthermore, another important aspect of this discussion is the fact that we have a fragment of the gospel of John that dates back to around 29 years from the original writing.  This is extremely close to the original writing date. This is simply unheard of in any other ancient writing and it demonstrates that the Gospel of John is a first century document. 

If we were to compare the number of New Testament manuscripts to other ancient writings, we find that the New Testament manuscripts far outweigh the others in quantity.  

	Author
	Date
Written
	Earliest Copy
	Approximate Time Span between  original & copy
	Number of Copies
	Accuracy of Copies

	 Lucretius
	died 55 or 53 B.C.
	 
	1100 yrs
	2
	----

	 Pliny
	61-113 A.D.
	850 A.D.
	750 yrs
	7
	----

	 Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1200 yrs
	7
	----

	 Demosthenes
	4th Cent. B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	800 yrs
	8
	----

	 Herodotus
	480-425 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	8
	----

	 Suetonius
	75-160 A.D.
	950 A.D.
	800 yrs
	8
	----

	 Thucydides
	460-400 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	8
	----

	 Euripides
	480-406 B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	9
	----

	 Aristophanes
	450-385 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1200
	10
	----

	 Caesar
	100-44 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1000
	10
	----

	 Livy
	59 BC-AD 17
	----
	???
	20
	----

	 Tacitus
	circa 100 A.D.
	1100 A.D.
	1000 yrs
	20
	----

	 Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	1400
	49
	----

	 Sophocles
	496-406 B.C.
	1000 A.D.
	1400 yrs
	193
	----

	 Homer (Iliad)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs
	643
	95%

	 New
 Testament
	1st Cent. A.D. (50-100 A.D.
	2nd Cent. A.D.
 (c. 130 A.D. f.)
	less than 100 years
	5600
	99.5%


You can measure the authenticity of a book within antiquity by looking at a couple of things: How many copies of the original are there? And how long after the original was written do we have a manuscript? For example…Most critics believe that Julius Caesar existed and that he wrote an account of the Gallic Wars. We don’t have a manuscript of the original until almost 1,000 years after it happened. So we have a lapse of 1,000 years and we only have 10 copies. And people consider this book to be extremely historically accurate. Nevertheless people believe that he existed and that he led his army according to the writings. The New Testament has around 5600 manuscripts all within 100 years of the events. Do you see the difference?
The Bible’s forthrightness about its author’s & hero’s failures
The authors of the Bible were open to their own sinfulness

1. Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife – Genesis 20:2

2. Moses’ outburst of anger by misrepresenting God – Numbers 20:7-11

3. Moses was not allowed in the Promise Land – Deuteronomy 34:4
4. Israel rejected God and worshipped other gods – Exodus 32
5. David’s adultery and murder – 2 Samuel 11

6. Peter denies Jesus – Matthew 26:69-75

7. Paul openly rebukes Peter – Galatians 2

8. Disciples argue which one will be greatest – Mark 9:33,34
9. Disciples fell asleep in the Garden of Gethsemane – Matthew 26:40,43
10. Paul confesses that he is a wretched man and the chief of sinners – 1 Tim 1:15

Do these sound like the words of men who were lying? I have a hard time believing that… 

The willingness of Jesus’ disciples to suffer
Countless thousands of Christians in the first century chose rather to die - preferring to be crucified, eaten alive by wild animals, or burned alive on stakes - rather than renounce Jesus as Lord, or deny that they had seen Him alive after His crucifixion.

Historians like Flavius Josephus, Eusebius, and others, record for us that Jesus' disciples went to their graves, one-by-one, suffering and dying painful deaths, for their on-going belief and preaching that Jesus was Lord and was risen from the dead.

We are told that....
· Matthew was slain with a halberd (a pike fitted with an axe head) in Ethiopia. 

· Mark died in Alexandria, in Northern Egypt, after having been cruelly dragged through the streets of that city. 

· Luke was hung upon on Olive tree in Greece. 

· James was beheaded in Jerusalem. 

· Phillip was hung up against a pillar at Heiropolis in the province of Phrygia and stoned to death. 

· Bartholomew was flayed alive.

· Jude was shot to death with arrows. 

· Andrew was bound to a cross, and left to die. 

· Barnabas was stoned to death. 

· Paul was beheaded in Rome. 

· Thomas was run through the body with a lance. 

· Peter was crucified (just as Jesus told him he would be in John 21) in Rome, upside down.

The Testimony of the Son of God
Jesus not only claimed to be the Son of God, but He proved it by:

1. Resurrecting from the dead

2. Fulfilling hundreds of Old Testament prophecies

3. His sinless life

4. His miracles

Jesus taught the Bible was:

1. Without error (John 17:17)

2. Historically reliable (Matthew 12:40, Matt 24:37-39)

3. Divinely authoritative (Matthew 4:4-10)

4. Scientifically accurate (Matthew 19:4-5)

5. Dependable (John 10:35)

6. Indestructible (Matthew 5:18)

A helpful acronym to remember:
F.A.C.E.S.

1. Fulfilled Prophecy

2. Archaeological Verification

3. Consistency

4. Extrabiblical Writings

5. Scientific Accuracy
