Myth 1: The Soul is Immortal
This is an incorrect unbiblical doctrine known as “soul-sleep”. The Bible teaches that those who

have died are conscious.

In Luke 16 we can read the story of the rich man and Lazarus. Both were conscious after death.

The Bible does teach that when a person dies their body is laid to sleep (1 Thess 4:14) but the spirit remains conscious.

The unbeliever will go to Hades (Luke 16) to await the resurrection (John 5:29) and the judgment of the wicked at the end of the 1000 year reign of Christ (Rev 20:5-15).

The believer who dies today goes immediately into the presence of God.

2 Corinthians 5:8 - We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

Philippians 1:21-23 - For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.

What about the thief on the cross?

Luke 23:43 - And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

So, where is Paradise?

Revelation 2:7 tells us that Paradise is in the presence of God.

Revelation 2:7 - “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”

What about Moses and Elijah? Their souls were not asleep after they died. They appeared with

Jesus at the transfiguration.

Matthew 17:3 - And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.

Nor will the souls of the tribulation martyrs be asleep after they die. They will be awake and able

to speak with God. (Rev 6:9-11)
Myth2: The Wicked Suffer in Hell

The Watchtower teaches that Jehovah will annihilate the wicked and they will simply cease to exist.

The Bible teaches the endless punishment of the wicked.

The Bible teaches that when Christ comes back with the saints at the end of the Tribulation period to establish his kingdom on Earth (Rev 19), one of the first things He will do is have the Antichrist (also known as the beast) and the false prophet (the Antichrist’s right hand man and religious leader) thrown into the lake of fire (Rev 19:20). This happens before the 1000 year reign. After this event, we read in Rev 20:2 that an angel is sent with a chain and seizes the devil and throws him into the Abyss, and locks the door for 1000 years. (Rev 20:3)

At the end of that 1000 year period, Satan is permitted to come out for a short time (Rev 20:7), in which he leads one final rebellion against the Lord (Rev 20:8-9). When the Lord ends the rebellion, we read this in Revelation 20:10…

Revelation 20:10 - The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

When were they (the AntiChrist and the false prophet) thrown into the Lake of fire? When Jesus

comes back at the end of the 7 year tribulation period. When is Satan thrown into the Lake of fire? One thousand years later. He is locked up for that one thousand years in a place called the Abyss. When he is finally judged and put away forever, his is thrown into the lake of fire, a thousand years later and look who he is going to meet there. Two individuals…the antichrist and the false prophet and notice that the Scriptures says it is at the very place where they “are” also. They are currently there is what John is saying. When Satan is thrown in there those two individuals will be there. He doesn’t say that the antichrist and the false prophet use to be there or that they were annihilated there. No, they are still there suffering when Satan is finally cast in to join them. The rest of the verse tell us that they (all 3 of them) will be there and they will be tormented day and night. For how long? Forever and forever.

The devil who will finally be cast into the lake of fire, will meet up with two people who will already have been there for 1000 years. Those who end up in the lake of fire will not be annihilated, as the Watchtower teaches; they will go on experiencing torment “forever and ever” Rev 20:10

This is the very place where the unrighteous will spend eternity. Rev 20:15 – And anyone not

found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. The very same place that Satan, the antichrist and the false prophet will spend eternity.

Matthew 25:41,46

41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed. into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Revelation 14:11 - And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
I would also like to address the Watchtower’s improper use of Ecclesiastes 9:5,6. The proper biblical interpretation of this verse is found in the words “they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the sun”. 

The whole point of Ecclesiastes 9:5 is not that the dead are no longer active at all. This verse is speaking to the fact that once we die and leave this world we tend to be forgotten. We don’t have anything to do with “this world”. The whole context of this section of Scripture has to do with “this world”. It is not making any commentary on what takes place afterward. The point to be made here is from the perspective of the living. The dead are no longer a part of the living, they are no longer active, their memory perishes, etc, etc. It has nothing do to with what the dead are doing themselves in the afterlife. 

Myth3: Only Good People go to Heaven

This myth I can agree with much based on how the title is stated. Indeed it is false to say that all good people go to Heaven. In order to explore this further we must define our terms. So, how would one define the word “good”? Dictionary.com defines the word good to mean “morally excellent” or “righteous”. Can we honestly assert that anyone who has ever lived other than Jesus Christ has met this description? 

Quite plainly stated good people cannot go to Heaven simply because there are no good people. The doctrine of Total Depravity clearly explains this. The doctrine of Total Depravity states that sin has touched all that man is. It does not mean that mankind is as bad as he can be but that sin has corrupted our minds, our bodies, our thoughts, our desires, and our ability to seek God on our own inclinations. 

Romans 3:9-11, 18

What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD . . . THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”

Romans 14:23 says, "Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin." This is a radical statement separating anything that is done that does not flow from a heart humbly relying on God's grace.

So what is sin? Anything. The best things and the worst things. It doesn’t matter if they are in “the list” or not. Anything that is not from faith is sin. In other words if you’re not depending on God to teach you, enable you, empower you, to do a thing so He gets the glory, you’re sinning. 

This means that everything you do without regard to God getting the glory would be sin. Changing a diaper would be sin, building a hospital would be sin, planting a church would be sin or even drinking a cool glass of water at the end of a race would be sin. So when you stop to think about this it means that you are drowning in a sea of sin. That’s all an unbeliever can do is sin. 

1 Corinthians 2:14

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

Jeremiah 17:9

The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately [incurably] sick; who can understand it?
Ephesians 2:1,5

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
In summary, total depravity means that apart from any enabling grace from God, our hardness and rebellion against God is total, everything we do in this rebellion is sin, our inability to submit to God or reform ourselves is total, and we are therefore totally deserving of eternal punishment. It is hard to exaggerate the importance of admitting our condition to be this bad. If we think of ourselves as basically good or even less than totally at odds with God, our grasp of the work of God in redemption will be defective. But if we humble ourselves under this terrible truth of our total depravity, we will be in a position to see and appreciate the glory and wonder of the work of God displayed in the suffering of Christ. 

Myth4: God is a Trinity

As I begin to explain the doctrine of the Trinity let me first briefly touch of some of the controversy that surrounds the Council of Nicea. 

In the fourth century the church faced a new form of heresy called, dynamic monarchianism. This view was brought about by the heretic Arius, who had been influenced by the teachings of Paul of Samosata and others. Arius saw Christ as the most exalted creature, the first creature made by God. Arius appealed to biblical texts that refer to Christ as “begotten” or “first-born”. Doesn’t that sound familiar to you?

So the Council of Nicea was done in reaction to those who were trying to deny the Godship of Jesus Christ and were trying to make Him just a manifestation as opposed to an independent, distinct person. So, the church responded in 325AD to put that to rest. 
Let’s say that a group had attacked the person of Adam, don’t you think the early church would have responded with an official doctrine of who Adam was?  As it was, the person of Christ was attacked.  So the Church defended the deity of Christ, and the Nicene Creed was written in order to establish orthodoxy in the structure of the church. 
God is a trinity of persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The Father is not the same person as the Son; the Son is not the same person as the Holy Spirit; and the Holy Spirit is not the same person as Father.  They are not three gods and not three beings.  They are three distinct persons; yet, they are all one God.  Each has a will, can speak, can love, etc., and these are demonstrations of personhood.  They are in absolute perfect harmony consisting of one substance.  They are coeternal, coequal, and copowerful.  If any one of the three were removed, there would be no God.
The first step is to establish the biblical doctrine that there is only one God.  Then, you find that each of the persons is called God, each creates, each was involved in Jesus' resurrection, each indwells, etc.  Therefore, God is one, but the one God is in three simultaneous persons.

		FATHER
	SON
	HOLY SPIRIT

	Called God
	Phil. 1:2
	John 1:1,14; Col. 2:9
	Acts 5:3-4

	Creator
	Isaiah 64:8
	John 1:3; Col. 1:15-17
	Job 33:4, 26:13

	Resurrects
	1 Thess. 1:10
	John 2:19, 10:17
	Rom. 8:11

	Indwells
	2 Cor. 6:16
	Col. 1:27
	John 14:17

	Everywhere
	1 Kings 8:27
	Matt. 28:20
	Psalm 139:7-10

	All knowing
	1 John 3:20
	John 16:30; 21:17
	1 Cor. 2:10-11

	Sanctifies
	1 Thess. 5:23
	Heb. 2:11
	1 Pet. 1:2

	Life giver
	Gen. 2:7: John 5:21
	John 1:3; 5:21
	2 Cor. 3:6,8

	Fellowship
	1 John 1:3
	1 Cor. 1:9
	2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:1

	Eternal
	Psalm 90:2
	Micah 5:1-2
	Rom. 8:11; Heb. 9:14

	A Will
	Luke 22:42
	Luke 22:42
	1 Cor. 12:11

	Speaks
	Matt. 3:17; Luke 9:25
	Luke 5:20; 7:48
	Acts 8:29; 11:12; 13:2

	Love
	John 3:16
	Eph. 5:25
	Rom. 15:30

	Searches 
the heart
	Jer. 17:10
	Rev. 2:23
	1 Cor. 2:10

	We belong to 
	John 17:9
	John 17:6
	. . .


	Savior
	
1 Tim. 1:1; 2:3; 4:10
	2 Tim. 1:10; Titus 1:4; 3:6
	. . .


	We serve
	Matt. 4:10
	Col. 3:24
	. . .


	Believe in
	John 14:1
	John 14:1
	. . .


	Gives joy
	. . .

	John 15:11
	John 14:7

	Judges
	John 8:50
	John 5:21,30
	

	
	
	
	


Therefore, the doctrine of the Trinity is arrived at by looking at the whole of scripture, not in a single verse.  It is the doctrine that there is only one God, not three, and that the one God exists in three persons: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. An analogy would be time.  Time is past, present, and future.  But, there are not three times, only one
Myth5: Mary is the Mother of God

The statement that “Mary is the Mother of God” is not a belief that most Protestants will subscribe to. This is primarily a Roman Catholic belief and hints at Mariology or Mary worship. What we want to be careful of here is the fallacy of equivocation. The fallacy of equivocation is as follows:
Jesus is God

God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Therefore Jesus is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
So when Christians say that Jesus is God. We are not saying that He is all that the Trinity is defined as but that He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. 

Myth6: God approves of the use of images and icons in worship

An icon is a representation of a “sacred personage” whether it be Jesus, a saint or an angel, usually painted on wood surface. They are popular in Greek Orthodox Church.
There is no place for icons in prayer. The Bible says…

Philippians 4:6 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,

Jesus taught us how to pray…

Matthew 6:9 - In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
There are prayers recorded in the Bible from Genesis to the Book of Revelation and none of them are addressed to a saint, an angel, or anyone other than God, let alone a wood representation of one of them!

