 BRADFIELD SCHOOL 

GENERAL INFORMATION
“Bradfield School is a very effective school which provides a very good quality of education.”   (OFSTED, summer 2004).
Bradfield School was awarded Specialist School Status for Engineering which came into effect on 1st September 2007.

Location and Catchment Area

Bradfield School is a popular, over-subscribed and successful mixed 11-16 comprehensive school with over 900 students.   It is located on the outskirts of the village of Worrall, on the fringe of the Peak District National Park.   The school serves a wide and varied catchment area and special buses are provided to transport approximately eighty per cent of our students to and from school.

School Aims and Philosophy

The school vision is that, “Bradfield School will be a centre of excellence, recognised for its high levels of student achievement and a positive ethos amongst all staff and students”.   The schools’ mission is to “…provide the very best teaching and learning opportunities in a happy and stimulating environment” (School Prospectus).  

These statements provide a framework for our priorities, which are to enable all our students to achieve the highest academic standards of which they are capable, recognising their wide range of talent and ability.   We also value personal development very highly and encourage our students to develop both their independence and their ability to work with others.   The school places high value on positive working relationships between staff and students and on the high level of support and care which is offered to all those within school.

Curriculum Provision

The curriculum at Bradfield School is the vehicle by which we aim to achieve our vision.   Our curriculum uses the framework of the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum thus ensuring that all students require a broad and balanced education.   Within this framework we offer a broad and balanced education for all students.  We offer a comprehensive range of courses and opportunities designed to meet the needs, abilities and aptitudes of all students.   Many of the programmes and courses are accredited either by GCSE, ASDAN, NVQ, FSMQ.   

Our curriculum is regularly reviewed so as to ensure that it meets the ever-changing needs of our students and society.   Recent reviews have seen the development of vocational courses, and college link programmes as well as a comprehensive range of enrichment programmes.   At the hub of our plans is an innovative curriculum plan that includes all curriculum areas with a common aim of raising aspirations and levels of achievement within an Engineering context.
Examination Results

The school’s GCSE examination results have improved steadily in recent years.   OFSTED stated that, “Students achievement overall is very good and improves constantly throughout the school.   By years 10 and 11 students achieve very well and their standards of work are well above average” In 2007, 68% of our students achieved five or more GCSE passes at A* to C and 98% five or more passes at A* to G. In 2007 our CVA figure was 1007, a rise from 993 the previous year.
Student Support and Guidance

The pastoral care system at Bradfield School is managed by an Assistant Headteacher who works with a team of Pastoral Leaders to provide essential support, guidance and care to individual students.  Form Tutors also work with Pastoral Leaders and the Senior Leadership Team in monitoring student’s academic progress on a regular basis.

Other guidance and support provision comes through the school’s Learning support area; Careers Officer; the Connexions Service; EWO; school nurse; educational psychologist and behaviour support teachers, all of whom provide important services to students and their parents.

The school has high expectations of students in terms of attendance, attainment, attitude and behaviour.   Praise and commendation is offered through the school’s reward systems when students are making good progress.   Visitors to the school invariably comment positively on the behaviour and courtesy of our students.  Poor performance by students in any of these areas is quickly picked up and addressed.   The school fosters close and positive working relationships with parents and with other outside agencies that can offer support and advice.

Current Initiatives

The school continually strives to improve and this is reflected in the current development of our curriculum where we offer a wide range of academic and vocational courses.   Other developments include Modern Foreign Languages and Physical Education KS2-KS3 projects, on-line learning and Engineering projects.
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