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Dear Parent, 
 
 Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter, 
which is issued halfway through the academic year. It 
has already been an extremely frenetic term, and the 
pace now hots up still more, especially for the Y11, 
who are busy completing coursework. 
 This is also the time of year for our annual 
parental survey. Earlier this week your child should 
have brought home an envelope containing a 
questionnaire. This is an opportunity for you to tell us 
what you think we do well, and what needs to be 
improved. The more returns we have the better the 
information on which to base our school improvement 
priorities, so please take the five or ten minutes to fill 
it in. 
 You will also have recently received a letter 
outlining the new ParentMail programme in which the 
school has invested. This system will enable us to get 
timely messages to you about a whole range of 

matters. These will include e-mail notification of, e.g. 
parentsô evenings, and text messages about urgent 
information regarding snow closures, etc. I hope that 
you will ensure that we receive the necessary contact 
details quickly for the initial set-up. 
 The Building Schools for the Future programme 
for Bradfield is proceeding apace, and we have 
fortunately been given permission by planners to 
consider building outside of the current footprint of 
the school. This should allow us to minimise 
disruption to the current student cohort whilst building 
work takes place. The target date for moving in to the 
new building is still 2013. Whenever there is more 
information I will share it with you. 
 If you are able to be on holiday at half-term I 
hope you have a very enjoyable time, and I look 
forward to welcoming students back refreshed on the 
22nd. 

David Conway 
Headteacher 

 

School Closes at 3.05pm on Friday 12 February 2010  
 

Bradfield School reopens for students on  
 

Monday 22 February 2010  

School Council  
 

 Bradfield School Council continues to thrive, with students from all years representing the 
views of the young people at meetings every fortnight. Amongst other topics, students have 
been discussing the school buses, in terms of the problem of fumes they emit and behaviour on 
the buses too. Not ones to simply discuss the problems, a sub group has been formed which is 
currently looking at possible solutions and ways of bringing about change. 
 Uniform is another topic that has been discussed, with concerns about footwear 
regulations a particular concern. The poor weather and conditions around the school led to 
representatives of the school council meeting with the head to discuss health and safety issues. 
Earlier in the term representatives from the school meals service, met the pupils on the council 
to discuss prices and quality of school meals. 
 Students continue to surprise and amaze me with their ability to discuss with passion and 
maturity the issues that arise. They are making excellent use of the opportunity to be the 
óstudent voiceô and should be congratulated for their commitment. 

Carole Pipes 
Citizenship Coordinator 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
NOROVIRUS  

òWinter Vomiting Diseaseó  
 

South Yorkshire Health Protection Agency has asked us to make parents 

aware of the norovirus, already there have been a number of outbreaks 

within schools.  
 

Noroviruses are a group of viruses which cause òstomach fluó or vomiting and diarrhoea in 

people.  As with all viral infections, norovirus cannot be treated with antibiotics.  Noroviruses 

are very contagious and are easily spread from person to person, both stool and vomit are 

infectious.  There are many different strains of this virus which makes it difficult for the 

body to develop long lasting immunity.  
 

Symptoms  are nausea, vomiting, diaorrhoea possibly accompanied by raised temperature, 

chills, stomach cramps, headaches and aching limbs, the illness often begins suddenly.  
 

Treatment there is no specific treatment for norovirus except to let the illness run its 

course. However, it is important to drink plenty of (water, dilute fruit juice) to prevent 

dehydration.  
 

 
 

 

Anyone with the virus is advised that they remain a risk to others until 48 hours after 

the symptoms have gone away.  In order to prevent  spreading the infection please  

DO NOT send your child back to school until 48 hours has passed.  Most 

people get better within one or two days and there are no long -term health effects related 

to this virus.   
 

More details about the virus and advice on how to avoid infection can be found on the school 

website www.bradfieldschool.com  
 

Students who feel unwell during the school day  
 

Any student who feels unwell during the school day should let his/her class teacher know, 

with the class teacherõs permission they should then report to the receptionist in the Main 

Reception area.  The student will then be assessed by a First  Aider and if deemed necessary 

parents or a named carer will be contacted by the school.  
 

Under NO  circumstances  

should your son/daughter contact you direct.  
 

In the interests of health and safety  

ALL STUDENTS must follow this process.  

 

Thank you for your co -operation  



 

 

 

We try very hard to keep parents regularly informed about whatõs going on at the school, 

however, sending paper letters home can be rather ôhit and missõ with letters often going 

astray on the way! There are also occasions when informing all of you quickly is difficult, but 

very important ð e.g. the recent snow closures.  
 

To help improve our communication with you we have decided to use a service called 

ParentMail®, already being used by over 2,500 schools across the UK. ParentMail®, means 

that we will be able to contact parents by email and text message, this will be beneficial to 

you in the following ways.  
 

Messages will get to you reliably  

We can send messages directly to mums and dads at the same time  

You will quickly know about important or urgent messages  

We can tell you more about whatõs going on at the school  

For ParentMail® to be successful we need to collect your email addresses and mobile 

number. Please be assured that ParentMail® is registered with the Data Protection 

Registrar and guarantees that all information you provide will be kept private and will not be 

passed on to any other organisation.  

 

Important ð When we start using ParentMail, email messages will be sent from 

messages@parentmail.co.uk.  Please add this address to your email address books (or 

approved sender list) to prevent messages from being blocked by your SPAM/JUNK filters.  

 

If you havenõt received the letter dated Monday 1 February 2010, from school you can 

download and print off a copy of the ParentMail Data Capture Form which you should fill in 

and return in an envelope to your childõs Form Tutor. The Form can be downloaded from 

www.bradfieldschool.com  

 

Haiti Appeal  
 

The disaster in Haiti has spurred our students into action and a committee 
has been set up to try to raise funds to support the Haitian people rebuild 
their lives. So far, the pupils have successfully organised a bun sale and 

raised £100 from this single event. Their next venture is to organise a non uniform day on 12
th
 

February, which hopefully pupils will support and bring the total to nearer a £1000. The group 
have lots of other ideas and with sustained efforts hope to reach their target of £2000 before too 
long. Considering the enthusiasm and determination shown by this volunteer group already, I am 
confident that they will achieve their aim. Well done and good luck! 

Carole Pipes 
Citizenship Coordinator 

mailto:messages@parentmail.co.uk



