Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
· Born : Porbandar, on October 2, 1869
· Father: Karamchand Gandhi, the diwan (prime minister)
· Mother: Putlibai (Karamchand 4th wife)
· age of 13, married through his parents' arrangements to Kasturba Makhanji 
· Children:

· Harilal Gandhi, born in 1888

· Manilal Gandhi, born in 1892

· Ramdas Gandhi, born in 1897

· Devdas Gandhi, born in 1900

· Believes to non-injury to living beings, vegetarianism, fasting for self-purification, and mutual tolerance between members of various creeds and sects. 
·  age of 18,  studied at University College Londonto study law and train as a barrister
· He was elected in executive committee of the  Vegetarian Society
· He reads works about Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and other religions
Struggle for Indian Independence

· In 1915, Gandhi returned from South Africa to live in India.
· He spoke at the conventions of the Indian National Congress, but was primarily introduced to Indian issues and extreme poverty
Champaran and Kheda
· Gandhi established an ashram, organizing scores of his veteran supporters and fresh volunteers from the region
· He organized a detailed study and survey of the villages, accounting for the violence and terrible episodes of suffering, including the general state of degenerate living.
·  he began leading the clean-up of villages, building of schools and hospitals and encouraging the village leadership to undo and condemn many social evils
· But his main impact came when he was arrested by police on the charge of creating unrest and was ordered to leave the province
·  Hundreds of thousands of people protested and rallied outside the jail, police stations and courts demanding his release, which the court reluctantly granted.
· Gandhi led organized protests and strikes against the landlords, who with the guidance of the British government, signed an agreement granting the poor farmers of the region more compensation and control over farming, and cancellation of revenue hikes and its collection until the famine ended
· Gandhi was addressed by the people as Bapu (Father) and Mahatma (Great Soul)
· As a result, Gandhi's fame spread all over the nation.
Swaraj and the Salt Satyagraha (Salt March)
· Swaraj - Political party aimed at self-governance. Disregard British influences

· Power resides in the people, they can use it at any time 

· Gandhi: “nation is said to have achieved its Swaraj, when its people govern themselves directly, are entirely self sufficient not only as a whole but as individuals as well, and have an innate sense of nationhood that is identified by themselves and not their government”
SALT MARCH

· Resolution at the Calcutta Congress in December 1928 calling on the British government to grant India dominion status or face a new campaign of non-violence with complete independence for the country as its goal. 

· 26 January 1930 India's Independence Day 

· tax on salt in March 1930, highlighted by the famous Salt March to Dandi from March 12 to April 6, marching 400 kilometers (248 miles) from Ahmedabad to Dandi, Gujarat to make salt himself.

· Lord Edward Irwin: Gandhi – Irwin pact, March 1931

· Harijas = children of God – vote – Gandhi fasted

· Quit India became the most forceful movement in the history of the struggle, with mass arrests and violence on an unprecedented scale
Non-cooperation
· first-ever series of nationwide people's movements of nonviolent resistance 

· led by Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian National Congress. 

· The Movement opened the Gandhi Era in the Indian Independence Movement and took place from September 1920 until February 1922. 
· Its Goal is Swaraj, meaning self-governance or "home-rule" through individuals and community building.

· Gandhi created a non-violent platform like swadeshi policy, meaning strategy to remove the British Empire from power and improve economic conditions in India through following principles of swadeshi (self-sufficiency) 
Assasination

· Gandhi was assassinated on January 30, 1948, shot at point-blank range by Nathuram Godse

· Dharam Jit Jigyasu heard Gandhi utter the words, "Hai ram [Oh God] ... Hai ram ... Hai Ram" as he hit the ground. (Controversy over Hai Ram) 

· Nathuram Godse an activist of the Hindu nationalist Hindu Mahasabha. Since 1934, there had been five unsuccessful attempts to kill Gandhi. 
GANDHI’S PRINCIPLES
1. TRUTH 

· Satya-a Sanskrit word meaning “truth”.

· He tried to achieve this by learning from his own mistakes and conducting experiments on himself.
· Autobiography entitled: The Story of My Experiments with Truth.
2. Non-violence

· Ahimsa –concept of nonviolence

· Gandhi was first to apply the principle of nonviolence in political field in a huge scale

"When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love has always won. There have been tyrants and murderers and for a time they seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall — think of it, always."

· "An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind."
3. VEGETARIANISM

· The idea of vegetarianism is deeply ingrained in Hindu and Jain traditions in India.

· To Gandhi, vegetarian diet would not only satisfy the requirements of the body, it will also serve an economic purpose.

· FASTING – a form of political protest

4.BRAHMACHARYA

-is a practice whereby a person’s  life  is dedicated to a quest for a personal realization of Brahman.
-spiritual and practical purity

-For Gandhi it meant “control of the senses in thought, word and deed”

5.SIMPLICITY 

-Began by renouncing western lifestyle he was leading at South Africa.

-“reducing himself into zero”

6.FAITH

-Gandhi was a Hindu and practice Hinduism.

-Gandhi believe that the core of every religion was truth and love (compassion, nonviolence and the Golden Rule).

WRITINGS

· Harijan –“son of God”, weekly newspaper

· Indian Opinion- important tool in political movement as well as to fight ravial discrimination

· Young India – newspaper

· Navajivan – or Navajivan trust which means new life. Paper published to propagate education for women and unite Hindus.

Books

· Autobiography or My Experiments with Truth

· Satyagraha-his struggles in South Africa

· Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule – political pamphlet. Indian independence or fight for self governance.
FOLLOWERS AND INFLUENCE

· Martin Luther King
· James Lawson – was a leading theoretician of non-violence within the American Civil Rights Movement

· Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan – Indian political and spiritual leader

· Nelson Mandela – former president of South Africa

· Aung San- pro-democracy activist, and advocate of non-violence.
