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Testament is one talented individual for real.  Watch 
out for the Homecut album!

Anyone else you’re keen to work with in the future?
There’s a bunch of possibilities in the works I’m 
mad giddy about, but I don’t wanna ruin the 
surprises!  I’ve been doing a lot of remixes too 
– Bonobo, Vadim, Diesler, New Mastersounds, 
Natural Self, Stateless and Dirty Diggers so far. 
Just as I finish one I get a request for another, 
which is encouraging!

I know you’ve been working to develop your 
live shows around Leeds.  Tell us what we can 
expect from that.
The live show is me re-constructing my tracks with 
the MPC and turntables, Testament rhyming and 
beatboxing, Laura J on the flute and Pete Williams on 
percussion. We try to do a proper live show, none of 
this lazy shit.  I’ve also done shows where we bring 
out Andreya and Dagger. Yarah and Jehst are gonna 
be doing a few shows in the future. At some point I 
wanna flip the whole thing though and do a purely 
instrumental performance with musicians and a giant 
shadow puppet show!

Given that album sales are being eroded by 
downloading, would you agree that live shows 
are increasingly becoming an important way for 
artists to make money?
Yeah, definitely. I don’t expect to make much money 
off record sales, it’s all about building a profile as a live 
show and as a DJ in terms of trying to making a living. 
The music industry is in a funny place right now, I don’t 
think anyone knows what’s really going on. All I can do 
as an artist is make the best music I can and hope that 
people support it.

Finally, anything else you want to get off your 
chest or any crew you want to shout out....?
Don’t be an arms dealer, warmonger or greedy monster.
Support Amnesty International and Friends of The Earth.
Check out kidkanevil.com and myspace.com/kidkanevil.
Check out my album and live show if you haven’t already.
Props to everyone supporting. Shout outs to 
Tokyorkshire, First Word, Traffic and Optimus Prime. 

Peace.
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How long has First Word been running? What 
inspired you to start the label?
First Word has been running for 3 years – we released 
our debut single from Homecut Directive & Tommy 
Evans in April 2004. It also featured a guest vocal from 
a then-unknown Corinne Bailey Rae who’s gone on to 
amazing stuff as I’m sure you’ll know. We were inspired 
by the people who are on our label. I’ve always wanted 
to be involved in music, and after running various 
clubnights (New Bohemia, Funky Mule), I met a load of 
incredibly talented artists who weren’t getting a break. 
Instead of moaning about it, we decided to get on with 
it ourselves. Clubs like The Underground, Countercul-
ture, The Cooker, Drum Major, The Tuesday Club – they 
all shaped what we do.

In terms of other labels, the big ones for me are Stones 
Throw, Tru Thoughts, Ninja Tune, Ubiquity, Blue Note, 
Rawkus, Motown, Chess, Stax – loads really, anything 
that puts the music first has my respect.

What exactly are your links with New Bohemia?
I started New Bohemia with Noah Ball and Barry Smyth 
in 2004 (our first event was to launch our compilation 

Two Syllables). Last year I stepped back a bit from run-
ning the night on a day to day basis but we still have 
monthly First Word nights, and we all DJ there most 
weeks. I love New Bo – it’s a really special atmosphere 
and to still be running after three years doing the music 
that it’s doing is a real achievement.

What other artists have released on the label and 
what are your forthcoming projects/releases?
We’ve released stuff from Homecut, kidkanevil, The 
Haggis Horns, Mike-L, Today’s Mathematics & Cedar. 
Upcoming, we’ve got the new album from The Haggis 
Horns – Hot Damn! which is out in September and 
also a download only compilation (Two Syllables Vol 2) 
featuring new material from kidkanevil, Homecut, Cedar, 
Mike-L, my fellow label-boss Andy H and hopefully 
some newcomers in the shape of Eliphino and Shaheen. 
There’ll also be a 12” to promote it with some of the 
more dancefloor tracks. After that – new albums from 
Homecut and Mike-L and more from kidk and The 
Haggis Horns – Radio Needs This!
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First Word Records
In addition to speaking to kidkanevil, I thought it’d be cool to get the lowdown on the 
Leeds label which released his album. Here then is a mini-interview with Aly Gillani 
from First Word Records.




