A LITTLE HISTORY OF THE WORLD by E.H. Gombrich
Chapters 13, 15, 17 on Ancient Rome
Guide Questions

Chapter 13: New Wars and New Warriors
1. According to the author, what were the Romans like? What were the virtues and the less admirable
characteristics of the Romans?
2. How and why did Rome expand in territory?
3. Whao are the Carthaginians? Who is Hannibal? What happened between these people and Rome?

Chapter 15: Rulers of the Western World

1. How did the Romans treat their foreign subjects or those people under their empire?

2. What were the benefits of living in the Roman Empire?

3. Why did the Romans have such high regard for their soldiers and generals?

4. Who is Gaius Julius Caesar? What is “veni, vidi, vici” and what does this phrase say about the man?

Chapter 16 {OPTIONAL): The Good News

1. Whois Nero?
2. Why did the Romans persecute the early Christians?

Chapter 17: Life in the Empire and at its frontiers

1. What were the achievements of Rome?
2. Who were the biggest threat to the Roman empire by 100 CE?
3. How did Christianity achieve the status of the official Roman religion?

EMPIRE OF ABSENT MIND: ROME AND THE USA
By Dr. Mike Ibeji from bhc.co.uk/history

Guide Questions:

1. What parallels can be found between the creation myths, ideals, and justification for actions of the Roman
republit and the 21* century United States?

2. What does it mean by “absent-minded expansionism”?

3. What does it mean to be a “superpower”? What does a superpower do and what are its “roles” towards other
societies or the rest of the world?

4. In what ways, da you think, the USA and Rome benefited the world around them in their time? What do you
think are the lessons that the modern USA can learn from its ancient counterpart Rome?
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