
DARE TO BE A DANIEL
Part 3: When Hard Times Hit

Daniel 2:1-18

Have you ever had the bottom fall out?  List some of those times __________ 
______________________________________________________________

What do you typically do when hard times hit? ________________________
______________________________________________________________

1.  Daniel’s ___________________________

• Verse 5, “The king replied to the astrologers, ‘This is what I have firmly 
decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will 
have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.”

• Verses 14-15, “When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had 
gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him 
with wisdom and tact.  He asked the king’s officer, ‘Why did the king 
issue such a harsh decree?’  Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.”

• Each one of us has had times in our lives when we’ve been hit hard and 
unexpectedly with really bad news.

• So what did Daniel do?

2.     Daniel’s ____________________________
• Verses 17-18, “Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the 

matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  He urged them 
to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so 
that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise 
men of Babylon.”

• Simply put, when hard times hit, Daniel hit the floor with his knees.
• Charles Swindoll once said, “We’re all faced with a series of great 

opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible situations!”
• Our problem is that normally our first response is to think, “How am I 

going to work this one out?”
• Notice Daniel didn’t pray alone, but called on his closest friends to 

pray with him.
• Prayer is a declaration of dependence on God.

WILL YOU MAKE A DECISION
TO CHOOSE PRAYER FIRST?
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