
THE POWER OF ONE RIGHTEOUS SERVANT
James 5:16b-18

“...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a man 
just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on 
the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth produced its crops.”  James 5:16b-18

1. A Righteous Servant  ________________________________________
1 Kings 17 & 18

• Elijah’s name comes from two words, “el” and “yah.”  Put them 
together and they mean, “Jehovah is God.”  This reflected Elijah’s 
conviction.

• King Ahab believed Jehovah was God, the problem was that he married 
a woman that believed Baal was God.  He then compromised his faith.

• Elijah confronted Ahab and condemned his idolatry.
• Elijah declared that he would not be contaminated by his surroundings.

2. A Righteous Servant _________________________________________

Romans 12:1-2
• Examples of those that conformed:  Annanias and Sapphira (Acts 5);  

Judas Isacariot (Luke 22)
• Examples of those that did not conform:  Noah (Genesis 6); Joseph 

(Genesis 39);  Daniel (Daniel 1:8); the Apostles
• Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and depise the other.  
You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Matthew 6:24

“...make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; 
and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 

brotherly kindness, love.  For if you posses these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 1:5-8

ARE YOU POWERFUL & PRODUCTIVE
OR WEAK & INEFFECTIVE?
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