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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 5 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 1:19-34.  Read the entire passage together.
Now this was John’s testimony…”I am not the Christ”
John’s (John the Gospel writer) purpose for this passage is to show us the significant role of John the Baptist in God’s plan to reveal Jesus Christ and save sinners through him.  From what we know of John the Baptist, why would the “Jews of Jerusalem” send delegates out to find out who John was and what is the significance of this?  What kinds of signs were there that God was at work in John the Baptist?
Do you think there might have been any temptation for John to “soak up” all the attention he was getting and spiritual leader?  How does that make his claim not to be the Christ all the more significant?
Now this was John’s testimony…

Have your group draw out from this passage every proclamation that John the Baptist makes about Jesus.  How does each of these claims contribute to the overall testimony of Christ that John is making?

John’s reply in verse 23 comes from the 40th chapter of Isaiah.  This passage greatly informs our understanding of John’s vision of the Messiah and his own role in redemptive history.  Read Isaiah 40:1-10.  How does this passage help us to understand our passage in John?  Why did John merely refer to himself as a “voice”?  What is the significance of the voice calling out in the “wilderness” or the desert?  

Behold, the Lamb of God
Look again at verses 29-34.

John’s proclamation in verse 29 is obviously quite significant.  Ask your group to recall and brainstorm all of the biblical metaphors involving a lamb.  Take your group to these passages of scripture.  How does each of these word pictures involving a lamb contribute to our understanding of Christ as Messiah? 
 (I have listed many of them here to help you facilitate your group…the warrior lamb, the Lord and King in Revelation 5:6; the lamb provided by God for Abraham in Genesis 22:8, 13; the Lamb of Isaiah 53: 4-7 who was led to the slaughter for the sins of God’s people; the Passover Lamb in Exodus 12:12&13.
Which of these elements of the lamb metaphor is most significant and personal to you today in your faith?  Why?
In this verse, John also gives us a sense for the scope and the power of the work of the Lamb when he claims that the Lamb “takes away the sin of the world”.  Ask your group what this statement means?  What are the implications of it?  Consider 1 John 2:1 & 2 in your discussion.
According to verses 30-34, what was the purpose for John’s ministry of baptism?  (hint: John tells us that he “did not know” who the Christ was.  The reason he came baptizing with water at least in part was because the Lord had told him that he would baptize one upon whom the Spirit would come down and remain.  This is how John would know and proclaim who the Messiah was) 

Make it personal

What has been the most significant lesson that you have learned from John the Baptist and how do you need to apply that lesson practically in your life today?

