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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 6 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 1:35-51.  Read the entire passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

John the Baptist passes the baton
There are several important lessons to be gained from vs 35-39 in which John points his disciples yet again towards Jesus Christ.
As a recap, how did John understand his ministry in comparison to the ministry of Christ?  What evidence from the text leads you to this conclusion?

That day, both Andrew and John (the beloved disciple) changed their allegiance over to Jesus.  How do you think that felt for John the Baptist?  What can we learn from his heart and attitude?  

Read this significant quote from Bruce Milne to your group and ask them to respond.  

“[John the Baptist] was a preacher who was prepared to live by the message he preached; which goes a long way to explain why he made such an impact, and why he was remembered with respect decades later when John composed his gospel.  At a time when public trust in Christians is at an all-time low, the world is in desperate need of Christ-followers who are prepared to mortgage their personal ambitions and popularity out of a consuming concern for Jesus’ pre-eminence and the advance of his cause, by whatever human instrument.  As Nietzsche challenged the Christians of his day – ‘Show me you are redeemed and I will believe in your redeemer’”
 What is the practical application today for us as Christians?
“What do you want?”
In verse 38, the question of Christ to John the Baptists’ disciples is strange to say the least.  What may have been Jesus’ purpose in asking this question?
Sooner or later, when we begin to really take Jesus seriously we face the same question;  what do we really want with him, or from him?  Ask your group to answer this question very personally today.  Encourage people to be honest, to set-aside “churchy” answers.  Remind them that our motivation to pursue Jesus does not always have to be perfect.
The Divine Word in human life
The prologue of John (vs 1-18) lifted our vision to the eternal nature of the pre-existent Christ, the 2nd person of the Trinity, the co-creator of all that is!  In this passage, however, John directs our attention to the glory and wonder of the humanity of the eternal Word intersecting with ordinary folk in the midst of their everyday lives.  

Ready this intro to your group and ask the following questions…

How do you see the “humanity of Jesus” in this passage?
Why is the humanity of Jesus important for the Christian faith?  Or another way of asking the question is - Why couldn’t Jesus simply have been God pretending to be a human?  Is true humanity all that important?  Encourage your group to share scriptures that express the importance of the humanity of Jesus Christ?
Direct your group again to verse 51.  What did you learn about the significance of this verse for our understanding of Christ?  (remember that it is most likely that Jesus was referring here to the dream of Jacob in Genesis 28:10-12.  Point your group to this verse if it will help the discussion).  

It has been said that Jesus Christ is “the meeting point between heaven’s fullness and earth’s need”.  Similarly, in John 10:9 Jesus says “I am the gate”.  Read this verse together and ask your group what all this means? 

Andrew and John got to spend the day with Jesus.  It is interesting that John doesn’t tell us anything more about this.  All we are shown is the impact.  What was the impact?  
What can we learn from Andrew in verses 41 and 42?

(It might be interesting to ask your group to imagine if Andrew had decided not to introduce his brother Peter to Jesus.)

 Make it personal…
What is your personal take-away from this time?  Share these with one-another and close in prayer.

