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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 7 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 2:1-11.  Read the entire passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

Jesus in the “real world”
What does it tell us that Jesus was invited to a wedding celebration?  Do you think that Jesus was perceived as an antisocial killjoy?  Why or why not?  If the contemporaries of Christ wanted him at their parties, why is he so often perceived today as a “tee-totaler”, the guy with the list of “don’t dos”?

There are several important lessons that we can draw from the interaction between Jesus and His mother.  It will be helpful and John certainly encourages us to view every interaction that Jesus has not only through the lens of His Deity, but of His “full-humanity”.  Remind your group to keep in view the 30 year relationship that Jesus has had with His mother before this recorded interaction.

What are some of the possible reasons that Mary shared the wine dilemma with Jesus?  
Does the text indicate anything about Mary’s expectations of what Jesus could or would do?

Many scholars view this interaction as an important transposing of Jesus’ relationship with His mother into one in which His mission as the Son of God becomes the defining factor.  This is seen particularly in Mary’s second comment to the servants…”Do whatever he tells you”.  What is the significance of this comment?

It has also been suggested that Mary’s approach can be a helpful model of intercessory prayer.  What principles could we draw from this text about prayer?  What role did faith and radical obedience play in this situation?  How do these themes encourage and inform our prayer life?  (our part is to simply lay our need before Him, and then to trust Him to respond as He will.  Furthermore, prayer without a willingness to obey is little better than faith without a willingness to work.)
Are there practical needs and concerns in your life that you have hesitated to bring to Christ?  If so, why? 

As you consider those needs, what might be the act of obedience and faith that Christ would ask of you in bringing your need before Him? 

Miraculous Sign # 1…water to wine
What did we learn on Sunday about John’s use of “miraculous signs” in his gospel?  (Answer:  In John’s Gospel, miraculous signs are more than a mere display or power.  They point beyond the sign itself to tell us something important about the character of Jesus Christ and the meaning of the Gospel.)

With this in mind…

What can we learn from the simple fact that Jesus performed His first sign at a simple wedding celebration?

The sign itself involves water from ceremonial washing jars that is transformed into really, really good wine!  Note the response of the bridegroom.  With all of this in view, ask your group to analyze the meaning of this sign.  What is it pointing to?  (consider the themes of the old religion of Judaism verse the “new wine” of Christianity, the very personal element of the “old water of guilt, habitual failure, and legalism” vs the new wine of forgiveness, victory, and joyful obedience!)
 Make it personal…
What is the personal message to you!!! from all of this?  Pray for one-another.

