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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 10 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 4:1-18.  Read the entire passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

Jesus the evangelist
Throughout all of the gospels, and particularly in this account, we can learn much about effective evangelism from Christ.  Ask your group to make observations about how Jesus interacts with this woman, applying it to our own personal evangelism today.

Here are some categories and questions to guide your discussion…

1.  What does this account show us about Jesus’ relevance?
2.  His knowledge of her culture and background?
3.  His moral integrity and directness?  (In other words, how does Jesus balance a loving invitation but now “easy believism”.  

4.  His refusal to be side-tracked?

5.  His compassion and sensitivity?

As you think about the model of evangelism that Jesus gives us, which area in your own life are you most convicted to change?
What is the Samaria in your life and ministry, the place or the people group that you might be inclined to avoid?  (remember what Samaria represented for the Jews of Jesus’ day.  Verse 9 states, Jews do not associate with Samaritans.  The reasons for this are historical, dating back to the exile.  The bottom line is that the Jews considered the Samaritans to be half-breeds both racially and religiously)

What is the difference between how Jesus treated this “sinner” and how she was most likely treated by her community?  

In general, how do you think the church treats “sinners”?  Where is the greatest need for change in the church based on the model of Christ?  Where is the greatest need for change in your life personally?

Living Water
Look closely again at verses 7-15.  

What does Jesus mean by ‘living water’?  How does this account connect back to the conversation with Nicodemus about being ‘born of water and spirit’?

For John, eternal life is not solely a future reality.  When John describes the “life” of the person who puts her faith in Jesus Christ, that life is full, abundant, (see John 10:10), categorically better than the life handed down to us from this world.  Share this with your group and then ask the following questions.

How did the woman begin to experience this life, even from the moment her interaction with Jesus began?
When you think of the eternal life that you have in Christ, do you think of it primarily in terms of future fulfillment?  Why or why not?  How should the reality of eternal life impact us today?
Does the description of a spring of water welling up to eternal life describe your experience of Christ right now?  Why or why not?

To close the discussion…

Share a practical “take-away” from the discussion.  Pray for one another.

