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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 8 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 2:13-25.  Read the entire passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

Gentle Jesus, Meek and Mild?!?
The act of making a whip of cords, driving people out of the temple, turning over tables and pouring out coins is something of a violent one.  Whether or not Jesus actually struck any specific person or animal is uncertain, but the overall picture is certainly one of sustained physical threat.  Share this with your group and ask them to respond.  How do you feel about a “violent” action on the part of Christ?

Do you feel that Jesus’ actions were warranted?  Why or why not?

In light of the fact that Jesus is the “visible expression of the invisible God”, what does this account of Christ teach us about the nature of God?

Verse 17 is very interesting.  Look at it again.  Where does this phrase “Zeal for your house will consume me” come from?  Why would the disciples attribute a phrase from a Psalm written by David to Christ and to this event?  
What is it that Jesus has a burning “zeal” for?  Is it for a building, the actual “house”, the temple, or something else?
What was the purpose of the temple?  (answer: a place to prayerfully seek God and offer awe-filled worship to his majestic name)

How did the presence of money-changers and those selling animals adulterate the temple and its purpose?  (I find the following quote by D.A. Carson to be wonderful.  “Instead of solemn dignity and the murmur of prayer there is the bellowing of cattle and the bleating of sheep.  Instead of brokenness and contrition, holy adoration and prolonged petition, there is noisy commerce”.
The action of Christ in this account reveals the motivation of Jesus in his mission and ministry.  He is driven by a zeal for his Father’s honour…that God alone would receive praise and glory.  How passionate are you today for the Father’s honour?

Where in our world or in the Christian community do you see the honour of God being compromised?  What are you called to do about it?
Who has the right to do these things?
What is the meaning of verse 19?  Jesus makes a similar claim in Matthew 12:38-40.  Read this together and ask your group how it contributes to our understanding of John 2:19.  
How does the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ “authorize” him to act violently in the house of God?
How did the death and resurrection of Christ change worship as the Jews understood it?
 Make it personal…
Is there an area in your life or an issue in our world in which the Lord is asking you to have more Christ-like zeal?  Share this with each other and pray together.

