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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 9 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
Today, we will be looking at John 3:1-21.  Read the entire passage together.
Open your time with an opportunity for general reflection from the text or from the message on Sunday.  How were you impacted by this passage?

New Birth and the Kingdom of God
vss1-8
Why is important for Christians to understand the nature of their new birth, which scripture also refers to as regeneration, or the new creation?

We learned on Sunday that the need for a radical change of nature involving the pouring out of blessing from God through His Spirit was very familiar in the Jewish faith.  Why does Jesus restate His proclamation about the new birth the way He does in verse 5?  What is the significance of ‘water’ imagery in the Old Testament?  What is the significance of ‘spirit’?

In Ezekiel 36:25-27, the prophet speaks of a heart transplant in which God removes the heart of stone and gives a heart of flesh.  Why is this important for eternal life?
What does regeneration have to do with sanctification for the Christian?  (you may want to establish a decent definition of sanctification at this point.  Here is a pretty good definition…Sanctification is the process by which the Holy Spirit works in our inner being to bring about change, freeing us more and more from sinful traits and developing within us over time the virtues of Christlike character.  However, though sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in us, it does involve our wholehearted response in obedience.)
The category of new birth can also be found in the following NT passages.  Titus 3:3-7, 1 Peter 1: 3, 22-25, and 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18.  
Consider breaking your group into three sub-groups.  Give one group Titus, another, 1 Peter, and the third all of the 1 John verses.  Ask them to explore the NT teaching on regeneration.  Come back together and share what you’ve learned.

Lastly, Psalm 51:10-12 is a wonderful prayer for the regenerate!  It is amazing that David prayed this prayer to God before God did this work of new birth through His Spirit in the lives of His people.  How can David’s prayer encourage us and help to shape our Christian walk?
A God of love and judgment
Look again at verses 13-18.  Many scholars believe that the phrase, “For God so loved the world” is not a phrase describing the quantity of God’s love, but the manner of His love.  It is to understood as referring back to verse 14 which is the reference to the instance of the snakes in the desert in Numbers 21.  How does Number 21:4-9 contribute to our understanding of the gospel and the nature of God’s love?
What do you think is the significance that God does not take the snakes away when the people call out to him?

Read again 17-21.  What does this passage teach about the heart of God towards the unsaved?  What does it teach about judgment and condemnation?

It has been said that judgment is reserved for the future when Christ returns.  That now is the time for salvation, not judgment.  What does that mean for those of us with regenerate hearts?  What should we be doing, caring about, pursuing?


