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Hello Leaders!  Welcome to week 3 of Sermon Based Curriculum.
For Your Sermon Based Discussion:
The problem with John chapter 1 is that for many of us, we have heard it and read it so many times that it is difficult to have a fresh experience with the passage.  Furthermore, we may be prone to assume that we totally understand what John is communicating.  The only thing I can say to this is that, as a Pastor, I still have not plumbed the depths of this passage.  I will spend the rest of my life seeking to understand the majesty of Jesus Christ and to follow him.  I pray that your group will benefit and learn from this discussion.  

You might share with them at the beginning some of these thoughts to encourage them to come to the text with fresh eyes and an open heart.
To open the discussion:
How did the message on Sunday impact you?  Or…Highlight and lowlight of the week … or…think of another light-hearted question.
The text we will be using is John 1:1-18 with a specific focus on verses 1-5.  Read the entire passage together.
Jesus Christ is the Word of God
John is the only biblical writer to use this language.  The Greek word is “logos”.  What is the significance for us as Christians that Jesus is the Word of God?

Have your group look up the following OT passages to see how the ‘Word of God’ appears and acts.


Psalm 33:1-9


Psalm 107:17-22


Isaiah 38:4; Jeremiah 1:4; Ezekiel 1:3

What conclusions can we make about the work of the “pre-incarnate” Christ (Christ before He became a man) from these passages when we consider John’s proclamation that Jesus is the Word of God?
How does this enlarge your view of Jesus Christ?

If Christ is the Word of God, how should we understand the words of Christ?  (consider taking your group to John 14:21 to see the implications of Jesus as the Word of God).
Christ the second “person” of the Trinity
John tells us that the “Word” was there in the beginning, that the “Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning”.  

What is the meaning of this verse?  How does John understand the relationship of Christ with God the Father before His coming to earth (before the incarnation)?

What are the implications and the significance of this verse for our Christian faith?  
As Christians, should we worship the Father, should we worship Jesus Christ, both?  Whom should we worship and why?  
Is there such a thing as an “over-emphasis” on Jesus Christ?  Can we ever honor Christ too much?  Does it dishonor God the Father when Christ is honored?  What verses can you think of to support your view?

(it is my opinion that as the God-man, as the visible expression of the invisible God, and as the “lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world”, when we honor and worship Jesus Christ, the Father is honored.  The implication of John 1 is that Jesus Christ is the single most important event in the history of the world.  There is no such thing as being “too” focused on Jesus.  In fact, God wants us to be.  See John 13:31 & 32 and Philippians 2:9-11)
To close the discussion…

Share prayer concerns.  Pray for one another. 

