

The following is a list of tried and true books and programs used by the families of Jennifer Georgia (JG), Sherry Veach (SV), Tina Nokes (TN), Katie Wilson (KW), Michelle Carbee (MC), Misty Foxley (MF)

Math

Saxon Math - A thorough survey of mathematics using the “spiral approach” of continuous review.  When used with the DIVE CDs in the upper grades these books consistently provide a solid math education.  Algebra 1 and 2, Advanced Math (these three books contain a full year of geometry), and Calculus (JG, SV, KW)

Various titles by Harold Jacobs - The Harold Jacobs books are, incredibly, fun to read.  His approach focuses on understanding, rather than method, and he showers you with interesting tidbits (comic strips, historical facts, and modern applications) along the way to keep you awake.  An example from Geometry on paralellograms: “Experiments with octopuses show that they can distinguish between certain types of geometric shapes, but not between others.  Of the three figures shown above, two look alike to an octopus, and one looks different.  Which do you suppose looks different?”  Elementary Algebra; Geometry: Seeing, Doing, Under-standing; and Mathematics: A Human Endeavor (JG, KW)

Life of Fred series, by Stanley Schmidt - The story of a five year-old math professor who is forever getting into scrapes runs through this series.  Since he uses math to get out of the scrapes, the question “When will I ever use this?” is answered for you.  There is also a running dialogue between the author and the “reader,” asking and answering questions.  Short sections of practice problems are sprinkled throughout, and longer sections must be answered before you can advance in the story, which you will want to do to know what happens to Fred next!  Beginning and Advanced Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus and Statistics take you through high school and into college math. (JG, KW)

Art of Problem Solving curriculum and online classes at ArtofProblemSolving.com - A nice supplement to Saxon to help teach problem-solving and insure that the kids understand the thought process behind the mechanics.  I have used several of these and we really like them.  They are especially good for more advanced students and it can be hard to find math materials for advanced students. (SV)
Math-U-See, by Steve Demme – covers all math subjects through pre-calculus. - Video based, and a great program for those who feel they would struggle teaching higher level math.  Includes five lessons on each topic as well as a unit test.  Also includes four larger tests.  Teacher manual includes lesson that goes along with the video and all lesson and test answers with step-by-step instructions.   (TN)

Grammar

The Well-Trained Mind recommends that students continue grammar throughout high school, and this may be when it really sinks in and makes sense, especially for those who have struggled with it earlier.  Some good resources:

Easy Grammar Plus, by Wanda Phillips – This is the most advanced book of the series which begins in third grade.  This series teaches one simple concept at a time, and has the child do “in-line diagraming” of the parts of speech right in the sentence.   Can be a self-taught program. (JG)

Classical Writing, by Gustilo and Jaqua – Recommended by Susan Wise-Bauer, this series teaches grammar and writing according to the classical method: theory, analysis and imitation, and practice.  Models from the writings of the ancients are analyzed for various rhetorical devices.   The upper levels of these books are still in production, but my 16 year-old learned a lot from Aesop and Homer for Older Beginners.  This is NOT a self-taught program, and requires significant adult participation.(JG)

Handbook of Grammar and Composition, A Beka - A concise listing of grammar and punctuation rules and definitions, with examples.  Also contains a section on general composition and one on writing research papers.  For practice, use A Beka Workbook V and VI (11th and 12th grade workbooks).  We also attempted to use their Grammar and Composition program for 9th and 10th grades, but this was too much overkill for my kids at least (and they all did great on the SAT anyway).(JG)

Eats, Shoots, and Leaves, by Lynne Truss - Who could believe that a grammar book might be a best-seller?  This witty little book hit #1 in the U.K., and makes a passionate case for using punctuation correctly.  It relates the history of punctuation, telling how each mark was created to clarify something, instructs how to use it properly, and with a dose of dry British humor, tells horror stories of erroneous uses and the mix-ups they cause.  Some of the humor is mildly off-color, but the texting generation is in desperate need of this book. (JG, KW)

Rod & Staff English Series - I like Rod & Staff - they are very evangelical Christian, but the grammar is impeccable.  We skip the writing.  It is also good for poetry, which I am terrible at!!!  (SV)

Vocabulary

Vocabulary from Classical Roots - These five workbooks could be started as early as fifth grade, but can be done or finished up at the high school level.  They are based on learning Latin and Greek word roots and the English words that come from them, starting with words like “unilateral” and progressing to words like “malfeasance.” (JG, KW)

English from the Roots Up (flashcards) – Even though we start using these flashcards earlier than high school, they were a good review tool for SAT preparation.  (KW)

Writing

Elements of Style, by Strunk and White (as in E.B. White, author of Charlotte’s Web, and a fabulous essayist) - At 82 pages, this book keeps its own rule of never using two words when you could use one.  A brief summary of usage is followed by sections on principles of composition and style.  A good review before taking the SAT. (JG, KW)

Classical Writing and Handbook of Grammar and Composition (reviewed above). (JG) 

Institute for Excellence in Writing materials, by Andrew Pudewa  - I have used High School Essay Intensive and Advanced Communications Series. (SV)

Advanced Academic Writing, by Michael Clay Thompson

There are 3 volumes in this series, but I have only used 1&2.  (SV)

Logic

The Art of the Argument, by Aaron Larsen  - A great step-by-step introduction to the informal fallacies.  Some logic books reference the church and the Book of Mormon negatively.  This book is a secular, everyday approach that is not offensive in any way.  (TN)
Nonsense: Red Herrings, Straw Men and Sacred Cows: How We Abuse Logic in Our Everyday Language, by Robert Gula – An easy-to-read explanation of common, everyday fallacies. My kids found the book entertaining and it helped them see fallacies and poor usage of logic all around them! (KW)

Rhetoric

Classical Rhetoric, by Martin Cothran - This program consists of video lectures, workbook, and the study of three classic texts: Aristotle’s Rhetoric, How to Read a Book, and Figures of Speech.  It focuses on developing the skill of persuasion.  If at all possible, also enroll your child in a speech and/or debate class so he can practice what he is learning. (JG)

Rulebook for Arguments, by Anthony Weston - An alternative to the above, this small book is beautifully concise. (JG, KW)

Literature

Wide reading is the core of an education, so having your children read through as many classic books as they can is crucial.  Book lists abound, but many contain books that may not reflect your family’s values. It’s important to be choosy;  there are too many great books out there to spend time on the lousy ones.  

A Thomas Jefferson Education: Teaching a Generation of Leaders for the Twenty-First Century, by Oliver DeMille, -  This contains book lists for children, youth, and adults, along with sample discussion questions for several of the books. (JG, KW)

The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education You Never Had, by Susan Wise-Bauer – This has chapters about the literature from all the major genres, along with recommendations and book reviews of many books.  The book is meant for adults though, and there are several books on her list that aren’t appropriate for LDS teens. (JG, KW)

Great Books Tutorial - A challenging list is at http://www.gbt.org/gbt.html, which is a five year week-by-week plan to read through the classics of western literature chronologically.  You may want to pick and choose from the list; includes discussion questions. (JG)


BYU Honor’s Society Reading List for a Lifetime http://www.mormontimes.com/article/241/A-reading-list-for-a-lifetime  - Another highly challenging list, this was compiled by Prof. Arthur Henry King, and is found as an appendix to his fabulous book Arm the Children: Faith’s Response to a Violent World. (JG)

The Book of Great Books:  A Guide to 100 World Classics, by W. John C. Campbell, PhD - A wonderful guide for book discussion groups and general understanding of the classics.  Also a good resource for writing about the classics. (TN)

Oxford School Shakespeare books - The best editions of Shakespeare that we have found.  They have extensive notes and pictures to clear up confusing phrases and obscure references right on the same page as the text, and also have maps and background information on both the topic of the play and on Shakespeare and his times.  Included is a section to help with classroom use – discussion questions, essay topics, activities and projects.  Illustrated with photos of theatrical productions. (JG)

Teaching the Classics, by Adam Andrews - I love this little book that teaches Socratic discussion using children's lit to start and has a wonderful question list in the back.  I also like the plot diagram in this, but we usually use that younger than high school.  By high school we discuss and write. (SV)

How to Read a Book, by Adler and Van Doren - This classic book teaches the important skill of reading on different levels: elementary, inspectional, analytical, and syntopical.  You learn how to pigeonhole a book, X-ray it, extract the author's message, and criticize fairly. Different reading techniques for reading practical books, imaginative literature, plays, poetry, history, science and mathematics, philosophy and social science are also taught. Repeated readings throughout high school are recommended. (JG, KW, TN)

Excellence in Literature: Reading and Writing Through the Classics, by Janice Campbell - Starts with An Introduction to Literature and progresses through five study guides that include American and British literature.  Simple, inexpensive, concise.  Love it! (TN)

Foreign Languages

Getting Started with Latin, William E. Linney - A inexpensive resource/workbook that makes Latin easy.  The book also gives the link for free on-line quizzes.  (TN)

Wheelock’s Latin, Frederic M. Wheelock and Workbook for Wheelock’s Latin, Paul T. Comeau - A great book and workbook for the more advanced Latin student.  A classic in the Latin world!  (TN)

Rosetta Stone products - We really like Rosetta Stone's home study programs because it offers a choice of 20+ languages, can be used at just about any age with ease, without much help from a parent, the student hears the language spoken by a native speaker, it gives them opportunity to write, speak and do some grammar. (MF)

Science

Biology: God’s Living Creation, A Beka - A good high school-level biology text, well-illustrated with diagrams and photos, this book takes you through botany, human anatomy and physiology, and zoology (does not include human reproduction).  Several chapters study the history of the development of scientific thought and point out flaws in the theory of evolution. (JG)

The Great Courses video series - Video lectures by high school and college professors, with graphics and visual aids of various types.  There are many of these, but we’ve used Understanding the Universe: An Introduction to Astronomy, Great Ideas of Classical Physics, Einstein’s Relativity and the Quantum Revolution, and Chemistry.  When used together with a text (like the “Made Simple” series) these provide an excellent high school-level science course. (JG, KW)

The Standard Deviants video series - Also covering the world of academia, but with a large dose of silliness, the Standard Deviants videos are a fun review.  We’ve enjoyed Anatomy, The Rockin’ World of Geology, and The Super-Charged World of Chemistry. (JG)

Apologia Science, many by Dr. Jay Wile - I have used Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Advanced Physics, and Human Anatomy and have loved them all.  The books are written in a very personal style and all the labs work, which is wonderful.  I have done co-ops with the first three and all the kids loved them. (SV)


Plato Learning - On-line interactive high school science courses.  We have used Earth/Space Science, Biology, and Chemistry.  The animation is amazing.  Course includes quizzes, applications, and tests.  You need to supplement with experiments.  Available through homeschoolbuyersco-op.org.  Scroll down and click on the science/technology tab for ordering information.  Make sure you are getting high school courses if that is what you are looking for.  There are also great middle school courses. (TN)

The Biology Coloring Book, Robert D. Griffin - We used this for high school biology, but many college level students use this book including med school students. (TN)

The Botany Coloring Book, by Paul Young - Students color their way to understanding complex anatomy and life cycles. (JG)

Hands-on Physics Activities with Real Life Application for grades 8-12, by James Cunningham & Norman Herr. - Understandable and doable for the non-science homeschool  teacher.  Includes real world uses as well as upper-level math applications.  Book includes instruction, application, definitions, experiments, and teacher direction.  Written by a former high school teacher.  (TN)

Thames & Kosmos C3000 Chemistry Experiment Kit. - Pricey but worth the investment.  It has 387 experiments including the chemicals, a Bunsen burner, flasks, etc.  Booklet with experiment instructions is included.  Do an Internet search for it to find the best price. (TN)

History

The History of the Ancient World, The History of the Medieval World, Susan Wise Bauer: (series will include four volumes when finished) - With her readable style, SWB does what she does best: a sweeping chronological survey of world figures and events. (JG, SV, KW)

Joseph Smith’s America: His Life and Times, by Chad M. Orton & William W. Slaughter - Beautiful book which covers the founding of America, and the economic, social, religious culture at the time of Joseph Smith, tying in early church history with what the rest of the US was experiencing. (JG)

The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, by Kenneth O. Morgan - Follow British history from the time of Rome to the present, complete with many illustrations (historical paintings and photographs). (JG)

The Timetables of History, by Bernard Grun - This book lays out what was going on in the world in politics, literature/ theater, religion/philosophy/learning, visual arts, music, science/technology, and daily life in each time period from 4000 BC onward, including year-by-year for the last 1500 years of history. (JG)

Western Civilization: A Brief History, by Jackson J. Spielvogel - More like a textbook complete with maps, but does not toe the political-correctness line, and does contain lots of excerpts from original documents. (JG, SV)

From Dawn to Decadence – 1500 to the Present: 500 Years of Western Cultural Life, by Jacques Barzun  - Published in 2000, when the author was 93 (he’s now 102 and going strong!), this is the work of a lifetime for a very singular man: a celebrated historian, philosopher and teacher.  At 872 pages, it’s not something you’d assign your high schooler to read beginning to end, but we have used it for fascinating views of the colorful and powerful personalities that have shaped our world. (JG)

The Living History Series, by Dan Hunter - We’ve enjoyed studying from these texts, which give an LDS perspective on ancient and American history. (SV)

Jackdaws (Primary Source Documents) - The American Revolution packet is highly recommended.  These are a little pricey, but can be used over and over again. (TN)

Government

Basic American Government, by Clarence Carson - When a book begins by reminding you that the United States is not a democracy, but a Constitutional Federal republic, you know you’ve got your hands on a good one.  Containing a large section on the heritage of the political thought that shaped the Founders’ views, and another on the departure from constitutionalism in the 20th century, this book is both readable and profound. (JG)

The 5,000 Year Leap book/video course by Cleon Skousen. - Fabulous and interesting foundation for government.  My kids loved this course.  Recommended to use this before “The Making of America” course. (TN, KW)

The Making of America: The Substance and Meaning of the Constitution, by W. Cleon Skousen - This comprehensive text covers the Constitution clause by clause, pulling out the guiding principles.  It also gives information about many of the personalities involved in the Constitutional Convention. (JG)

The Law, by Frederic Bastiat - This little book, written 160 years ago, was extensively quoted by Ezra Taft Benson.  It contains the philosophical basis for establishing governments, and explores the flaws of human nature that make governments so frequently abusive of power. (JG, KW)

The “Uncle Eric” books, by Richard Maybury - We start the series in middle school and continue in high school. It is an excellent resource that compliments the 5000 Year Leap and the Making of America. Some are on economics and history too. (MC, SV, KW) 

Economics

Anything That’s Peaceful, by Leonard Read - My high-schoolers loved this book and profited from its clear and simple explanations of the value of freedom in the market, in the media, in education, and how socialism limits freedom.  Leonard Read, who established the Foundation for Economic Education, is a profound thinker.  Reading his statements about why freedom is essential to our earthly purpose of becoming what God intends us to be and realizing our creative potential, one wonders if he was LDS (he wasn’t).  Highly recommended, and available online or downloadable as a PDF at www.fee.org/library. (JG)

What is Seen and Not Seen, by Frederic Bastiat - Also available at FEE, Bastiat’s 160 year-old essay on the unintended effects of government intervention into the economy are as applicable now as when he wrote them.  If you don’t feel you have time to fit economics into your high school schedule, just take a week to read, discuss, and write about this little essay and you’ll know more about economics than most people. (JG, KW)

Commanding Heights book and PBS series (available to watch on the PBS web site) - Though we haven’t yet read the book, this video series was great.  It presents the history of the 20th century from an economic perspective, and covers the rise of socialism, the fall of communism, and beyond, in India, Britain, Russia, Germany, Korea, etc.  You get a sense that economics is truly a war of ideas that has profound implications in the every-day lives of billions. (JG)

Free to Choose, by Milton and Rose Friedman plus the PBS video series of the same name (on video.google.com) - Most of us, raised in freedom, regard it as the natural state of mankind.  Noble Prize winning-economist Milton Friedman points out that this has been the exception, not the rule in human history.  The miracle of the “invisible hand” (free markets) makes possible a level of prosperity in free countries unknown in oppressive ones.  The videos were made in the early 80's (thus providing laughs for my kids) but are quite simple and clear. (JG)

Economics in One Lesson, by Henry Hazlitt - His one lesson is: “The art of economics consists in looking not merely at the immediate but at the longer term effects of any act or policy; it consists in tracing the consequences of that policy not merely for one group but for all groups.”  The first short chapter presents and explains the lesson, and the next twenty-two short chapters are applications and examples of how the lesson works in real life. (JG)

Library of Economics and Liberty www.econlib.org - has vast resources of economics articles, podcasts, blogs, and online books. (JG)

Art

Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain, by Betty Edwards -   Hands down the best book available to teach one how to draw. (TN)

The Annotated Mona Lisa:  A Crash Course in Art History from Pre-historic to Post-modern, by Carol Strickland, PhD - Can be used beginning at the junior high level and into early high school.  Great overview of the major art periods, their defining elements, and the popular artists. (TN)

1000 Masterpieces by Sister Wendy and The Story of Painting, by Sister Wendy - Fabulous resources for studying the masters. (TN)

What Makes a Rembrandt a Rembrandt? What Makes a Monet a Monet? What Makes a Degas a Degas? What Makes a Van Gogh a Van Gogh? - These books are a little hard to find, but great for a more in-depth look at an artist, his life, and painting style.  Simple to read, but packed with information.  Available through the Metropolitan Museum of Art. (TN)


Supplements

Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace for Teens; The Secrets of Great Communicators, by Jeff Myers; and The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens, by Sean Covey - My kids have really enjoyed these.  We worked all these into co-op time and really enjoyed them all. (SV)

SAT Prep by McGraw Hill – While a lot of these SAT prep books are useful, I like McGraw Hill's book best.  You also get some on-line practice tests when you buy the book (extra value!). (KW) 

The Conducting Course. - Available through lds.org.  A step-by-step course for learning how to conduct music. (TN)

Software tutorials available through Lynda.com. - A low monthly fee gives you access to hundreds of software programs including graphic arts, web design, game design, etc.  My kids of all ages (including college) love having this! (TN)

Preach My Gospel - Available through lds.org.  We work through the five discussions and practice giving them back.  The goal is make the MTC a review rather than a revelation. (TN)
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Jennifer and Paul Georgia had so much fun homeschooling their four kids (three of whom are in or have been accepted to college) that they're having a fifth child and probably adopting more.  � HYPERLINK "http://georgiatimes.blogspot.com" \t "_blank" ��http://georgiatimes.blogspot.com�














PAGE  
1

