MICHELE SAHM, 37 LEAD FLUTIST IN TWO ORCHESTRAS
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Michele Sahm, principal flutist of the Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra and Boston Classical Orchestra, died Thursday of breast cancer at the Massachusetts General Hospital. She was 37 and lived in Brighton. 

A founder of the Pro Arte in 1978 and a member since 1983 of the Boston Classical, Ms. Sahm had also played on occasion with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Pops, and the Boston Ballet and Boston Opera orchestras. In 1975 at Tanglewood, she received the C.D. Jackson Achievement Award, given every summer to the outstanding student at the Berkshire Music Center. 

"I found her a delightful student to teach because she was so receptive," said Doriot Anthony Dwyer, principal flutist with the BSO, with whom Ms. Sahm studied at Boston University in the mid-1970s. "Every idea I'd give her she'd go out and research further and fill it out." 

Her notices in the Globe were mainly enthusiastic. A reviewer of the Boston Classical's peformance of Mozart's Concerto for Flute and Harp, given at Faneuil Hall in January 1987, wrote that Ms. Sahm "projects a lovely, sweet- sounding tone and possesses flawless technique. She takes runs with grace, has a fine sense of teamwork." 

Born in Staten Island, N.Y., Ms. Sahm graduated from the Manhattan School of Music in 1973. After completing her studies at BU, she taught an average of 20 young flutists a year, some of them at Brandeis University. 

She had also soloed in 1979 with the Detroit Symphony, played in the Colorado Festival orchestra every summer since 1982, and was a member of the New Boston Quintet, a woodwind ensemble. 

She leaves her parents, Harold and Sylvia Sahm of Long Boat Key, Fla., and a brother, Steven of Portland, Ore. 

Services will be held Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Wien & Wien Funeral Home, Jersey City. A memorial service will be held April 1 at 8 a.m. in Marsh Chapel, Boston University.
