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WasSHINGTON, Mey 19, 1266.
Mr. T. J. Mackey recalled, and examination continued.

By Mr. Howaru:

Qilestiou. What has been your means of information in regard to the condition of sffairs
in the Indian cuuntry, south and west of Arkansas?

Auswer. In the spring and summer of 1862 1 was enpzul in making a reconnoissance or
military survey of u part of the territory occupied by the Chervkee, Creck, Choctaw, Chick-
anaw, und Semiunle Indians,

Questivn. What is the condition of the Indians and negroes there, more particularly the
cen !

Auswer., At that time ¥ thirk there were some 10,000 or 12,000 negroes in *he five nations,
embracing the tribes I mentioned in my last answer. Those negroes were Leld as slaves,
and were the subjects of barter and sale as were the same class in the States of the south.
The negrves of the Indian territory present a much lower type of iutelligence, and a much
Yower wiral status than the negroes of the southern States, for the reason that the negroes of
the south have been constantly bronght in contact with a higher class of intelligence than
the megroes of the Indian territory.  The latter class of negroes have acquired ihe thriftless
babits of the Indinns. But thelr condition was a happy one, in so far that they were very
rarcly overwurked:; but they lived in a state of extrenie ignorance, almost barbarizni.

Miscrgenation was very rigidly prohibited by the laws of the several Indian tribes or
pations.  The punishment of an Indian in the Creek country for cobabiting with 2 negro
woman, for the first offence was a certain number of stripes, and for the secund offence the
cuttiug off of the nose and ears; and the negro was punisked with stri

There are schonls in the Indian territories, suppusted by funds granted by the government
of the United States, at which the children of Indians were aud ure eduul.e«i; but no negroes
or the children of negroes are permitted to enter those schools.

In thu Chvrokeo country very nearly two-thirds of the population are of mixed blaod—
white and Indinn—being one-half, one-quarter, ur one—ighth white blond.  About one-third
of the population are full-blooded Indians. The full-blocd Indinn gives no evidence of thrift
or udvn;:‘cmmm. In my judgwent no full-blood Indian has ever been thorvughly civilized,
or can .

There is & radical antagonism hetween the full-bleod Indian and the half, quarter, or eighth
blood. The antagronism is greater between them than that which exists between the fall-blood
Indian and the white man. The full-bloed Tdian does not trust the good faith of the mixed
bloed, and believes that he has degraded himselfl aud his caste by the umion with the white.

In the Choctaw nation, however, in spite of the severe Iaws ngainst miscopenation, fome
of the chicts are crossed with African blood.  And in the Seminole uation several of tue must

mineut chicfs, the most distinguished in war and in council, ~vere full-bloed negroes.
hese Indinua were in alliance with the late Confilerate States during tho late war.

Questien. Of all tho tribes you luve mentioned ! )

Auswer. Yes, sir; they eutered into an allisnce with the confederate authoritics, which
alliance was to be perpetual.

Question. Who was the diplomatic agent of the confederacy !

Answer, General Albert Pike, commissioner to all the tribes upon the borders, and anbse-
quently brigadier geoeral commandiug the department of the Indian territorics.  Treaties
were alse vuncluded with the Caddu and Avodake Indians, with a portiun of the Delawarea,
and with several bands of the Comanches, These treatics were to last *while water runs
and grass grows,”
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Question, That is, P--rpl-mnlly !

Answer. Yes, sir.  The Comanches were ound to neutrality simply—to bear arms neithe
against the soath nor against v nporth,  The Comanches accupind the western border of
Texae, frequentiy. estending their excursions inte Texas, aud souetimes werass the Rio
Grande inte Mexico, and hands of the Comanches eoms down to the western borders of the
Chickanw country, m the Wichita mouutain region.

The vountry of the Five Nations ix excoevdingly fertile, prinlucing cotton, corn, wheat, and
all the corenls in great perfeetion. 1t abounds with iren, lend, and copper, in their purest
forme,  Then: ane alzo abundant il springs everywhere in the Clerokee, Choctaw, and
Chickaszaw nations, which have mver beenr worked,

Bt the chict vcenpation of these Indisns is the rearing of Lorses and cattle.  Compars-
tively hut littde attention has been paid to apriculture, except nmong the Cherokees, whe
are furthest advineed in civilization.

Question. What is the Indian pupulation ?

Answer. Nor far from To O to 10,0008,

Question. lucluding all the triises?

Answer. Yex, sir, the Five Nationa,

Question. Are they warlike?

Answer. They are: their babits are martial, because they are engaged largely in hanting.
But they did not prove very furmidabie in the ficld sgguainst modern discipline, aud the very
Iarge preponderance that artillery bears in the composition of armies at this day; but they
reudered some service to the confedemte anthorities, .

Question.  About huw mnay warriors did they furnish to theconfederacy during the late war ?

Auswer. In July, 1564, uider the eammand of Brigadier General Pike, they had in the
fivld the largest organization that they bad ever furnished—some 7,000 or 8,000 men.

Question. They turnisbed then about one-tenth of their entire number ?

Aunswer. Yes, sir; all classes turned out.

Question. How were they armed !

Answer. With 1he urdivary hunting rifle, and with single and double-barrel shot-gnuns.
Many of them, however, wene subsequently anned with Enfield rifles.

Question.  Did they use the bow aed arrow and the tumabawk at nll ? .

Answer. No. sir; the Judians of the Five Nations bave abaudoned the use of the bowr
and arrow,  In sume few cases full-bioods ue the bow and arrow : but those cares are very
rure. A large numir of the Commucbes still use the tow and arrow, but they were nut in
the field in the confedetate service.

S Questivnn, Were those Indiau warsiors employed in active operations against the Uhited
lates !

- Answer. A smull porion of Cherokees were employed at the battle of Elk Horn, where

they eaprured a batiery, and sulisequently, enrly in the fall of 1864, Indinns were employed

in the capture of 3 fiedend train, with its escort, on Calin ereck, in the Indinn territory;

and they were employed on the Isth of April, 1364, in the capwre, at Puisun Sptings,

Arkansiz, ot the tain of General Stevle, commandiug that district.

Questivn, Hoew Jid the Indians beat the Union prisoners who fell inte their hands ?

Answer. A1 Paison Spriugs it was fonud extreineiy difficalt to control the Indians when
the battle wax over, theagh, upon the spening of the sttnek, they fell back in great coutu-
sion upen reeciving a volley,  The force that made the attack consisied of white and Indian
tracps . abont 2,000 Indimis on the extreme left. The Iudians advanced on the lett before.
the xignal was given, and were met with a volley from the escort of the trin, which cansed
them to fall back in disonler. They bore It a slight part in the battle, but, afler it was
aver, they wuved forwand and began to kill the wonnded, who were chictly blacks, for the
eseort of the trin were black troaps,  The Indiana were checked in this as sven as pmcti-
cable, for they would bave killed the contederate wounded with the same facility, in order
t, secure the spoils.  Under the adinixtration of Geuveral Pike, Tndisns were not permitied
to maltrent prisoners ; and in order to deprive thent of auy motive to nwmitreat sud plunder
prisoners, General Pike offered a considerable rewant for every prisoner, man or woemau,
delivervd to him by the Indians, which, in my jndgwment, saved many priseacrs from
slanghter at the hands of the Indians, as they brought them in and received the reward;
and the prisohers were inviriably treated Kindly amd scut Leyond the confederate lives as
soon us prrcticable,  The Iadians practiced eruelties upon the prisoners at Eik Horn, which
was the subject uf a0 cormespoudence between Major General Cortis, of t - Union wrmy, and
General Pike.  Generad Bike disclaimed anthorizing such comluct, and took nwasures to
discover the perprivaters of the crimes; wweasurs, buwever, which were incflecrusl, At the
opening of hustilities the Cherokees were divided in seutiment ; ultimately, however, about
one-half went north, and the oilier half remmined with the south.

Question. What is the state of freling beiween thuse 1we clusses of Tndians ! L.

Answer. Very hustile und bitter ; very violent.  Ju my judgment the difference is irre-
conviinble, as the Iudiag iz m very heanty hater and wever I'orgiw-n 1 have had cpportnni-
ties of nsconaining this scutiment since the sumcuder, by conferring with exponcents uf buth
sides unnung these Todians, i

Queativu, You think theie hostility is irreconcilable !
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Answer. Yos, sir. In my judgment it would be impracticable for them to rexide in the
same country together without n very large garmmison te preserve the prace.

Question. Wero these Indian warriors in the habit of torturiog their prisoners after cap-
ure !

Answer. I have heard of a good many cases, and know of thre cases of terture prac-
viced upon whites ; the others were practiced upon Indians. The Indians of the Cherokee
nation th.t adiered to the government of the United States were termed Pin Indians: those
that adhered to the suuth were termed the Standuaitie party. When they take cach ather
prisoners in battle they invariably subject them o torture, to the dislocation of limbs, the
cutting off the joints, commwencing with the fin_ers and toes, until the body is dismembered.
That wan practiced by the {ill-bloods, not by the mixed-blovds.

Question. Did they intict these tortures upon white prisonera?

, Auswer. They did in the tases of three confederate soldiers that T know of.

Quertion. What do you think of the present feeling of those Indians, who served the con-
federute canse, towands the government of the United States ?

Avswer. [ think that their fecling towards the government of the United States is very
friendly, but it is exceedingly bitter against the late Confederate States, believing, as they
do, that they were the victims of a framd when they formed their alliance with the confider-
acy. In the cases of the I'ivo Nations, there were no garrisons of the United States then ecen-
pyiog any portion of their territory. Under former treaties made by thuse nations with the
government of the United States, it was provided that the United States shonld maintain
garrisons in their rexpective territories to gunrd their Indian allies from maranding hunds of
whites and wild Indians. Claiming that thase treaties had been violated by the withdrawal
. of those garrisons, the Indian nations felt themselves free to treat with what, to them, was

ostensibly an establizhed government upon their border, the Confederate Stutes. They are
uow pacific and amicable in their disposition. The government of the United States never
stood so high among the Indians of the burder as it does to-day, becanse of the evidence of
Powcr it has piven during the war,  Priorto the war the borders of Texas were overrun by
handx of Comanches, To-day, un the remotest borders of the west, the Comunche Indians
tremble at the prospreet of » war with the United States, and, for the first time, respect its
ting. At present wmen are herding their stock upon the borders of Texas, in regions that six
yoars ago werce descrted becanse of the incursions of hostilee Indians.

Question. You think there is little danrer to Le apprehendid in the fature from disturh-
ances on the part of the Indians ?

Anzwer. None. On the contrary, I think that a very efficient foree to cheek the wild
tribes on the borders, should they at auy tinte prove terbnleat, could be drawn from the Five
Nations and substituted fur white troops.

Question. Do you thiuk the employment of these Indian forces by the confederaies was of
any reanl advantage to the confederate cuuse !

Anpswer, It was a negutive advautage, by preventing them from efiveting an alliance with
the governent of the United States, and thus obviating the necessity of the coufedernte aun-
thoritics keeping & large forde upon the horder of Texas to protect it—.am advantage only so
far as the alliunce scenred the peace of the Texas border us against these tribes. They were
of but little pasitive value ag soldiers in the ficld in confronting the forees of the Paited Xtates,
for they invariably et with dizaster upon fuir fichls, and were only effective in following up
victories or in effeeting an ambush.  Fhuir successes were very small during the war.

Question. They were wanting in steadiness ¢

Anaswer, Yus, sir: they are an unreliuble, thriftless people,  As soldiers, they come you know
pot when; they go you knoew not where.  They are always in the wrong placrs precisely at
the wrong timea.  But there ame no secessionists among them now, |

Quvstivn. Did they submit to militnry discipline with any alacrity ?

Auswer. No, sir; and they pmcticed the bubit of leaving when they pleased, althowgh in
some cases they wonld get sume of their friends or refations ta ke their places, without con-
sulting their commanding officers.  They would petivdieally dishband sud return to their
bomes with the view of purting in their com crops, and then weturn to the army. Many
millions of dollars were expended by the confedemte anthmitiea in arming and equipping
these Indians, and in foraging and sub sting w1t was found impossilie to iuduee them
10 scrve as infantiy.  They were all cavalry, sud very inferior cavalry, too.

Question. How are they as markamen ?

Aunswer, Very inferior. I never suw an Indian that was a good shet.

Question, Would they sealp their prisoners when they touk any !

Aunswer, It was a point of honor among Tudinns never to smﬂ? others of the same tribe,
though they would pmetice upon them the most monstrous crucliies, Nor would they scalp
a while man in the presence of s white naun, becunss it is deewed & very prave insult.  The
Iadian Lelieves that the dead go ta the kappy huntiog-ground as he feaves this world, and
the body of & warrior is not complete withuut his scalp, hiz badge of honor.  If his sealp ix
taken he will not be happy hereafler, hecnuse that aymbeol of his honor as A warrior i gone:
and in their own tribe they do not extend their nlice beyoud the gmve. The lodiun -
mm“:! the white man chiefly in oue very murked peculiarity of his churacter—his want of
gratitude, *
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Question. Is there any gratitude in the Indian?

Answer, Very little,

Question. Thie general impression is that the Indian has mther a grateful heart for fuvors.

Answer. Those who have been upon the frontier will not indorse that opinion. To the
white man the Indian shows but little gratitude. “1he wild Iudian deems every fuvor ex-
tended to him by a white man as butan evidence of fear or weakness.

Question. Huve these Indinus any well-defined idens concerning property 1

Answer. The mixed bloods have; but the idea of the fnll-blovd Indiau is a very ill-de-
fined one.  The ground over which he hunts is deemed to be hix own,  He has no idea of
titles vesting by virtae of improving lands. The Indians of the Five Nations do not kold
Uieir lands in fee-simple ; they are not allowed to dispose of their lands.

Question. How is the transfer of lands made? .

Answer. A party is permitted to hold all the lands ke improves and fences, without limita.
:i-m as tol_tlue number of actes; and he can pass his title to the improvements, but not to the
and itself.

Question. The title to the land iiself remains in the nation?

Answer. Yos, sir. Itis to be hoped that that system will not be continued, so that there
may be an intlux of white pupulation in that region, in order to develop the wineral and ag-
riculturnl rezources of that country, which now lie dormant.

Question. What is the customn among them in regard to the right of holding and jmprov-
ing lands? Is a license, or auy similar document, given by the chief or the council to each
individual Indian 1

Auswer. A record is kept by the proper officer of the amount of land claimed as improved,
and a small tax is ]Lnid—-a fee for registration.

Quceetion. They have an office of registration 7

Answer. Yes, sir, and other offices.  Their legislatures meet annually, and their laws are
publishicd in book form.

Question. Will you describe their government and their mode of legislation?

Answer. Their government is republicnn in form. Members of the legisluture, ao upper
and a lower house, are clecied every two years, I think, who pass loeal lnws and impose
localtaxes. Forinstance, by the laws of the seversl Indian Jegislatures, nointoxicating liguor
is aliowed to be aold within their territories, and a military organization is kept up, term
the * light-hurse,” as & police, for the purpose of preventing whites froz bringing liquor into
the territory and disposing of it. ‘Those local legislatures impose taxes and fines. In casea
occnrring between whites and Indians—a case of howmicide, for instance—the case is not
triable under any local laws of the Indian territory, but in the nearest United Siates district
coirt.

Question. How are the members of their legislative bodies elected, and what are the quali-
fications of an elector?

Answer. That they shall be citizens of the Indian territory, whether white men or red men,

Question. Can » white man residing there vote? .

Answer. He can if he is a citizen of the territory; aund he can become a citizen immedi-
ately hy marrying an Indian woman and making application, which is invariably granted, or
by & residence of one or two years in the territory and mukiug improvemeuts—by becoming
ah actual rettier,

Question. How is the vote taken ?

Aunswer. By ballot,

Question. And in the orgunization of their legislative houses, have they a speaker and
other officers ¥

Auzwer. Yes, sir: their legislatures are modelled after the legizlatures of the several
States ; and they have a territorial secretary and treasurer, the treasurer being ihe custodian
of the several funds of the territory —the school fund, &c.

Question. After & bill kiss been passed by the two houses how is it approved—how doas it
hiecouie u law !

Answer. Each nation has a head chief; the head chief of the Creek nation is called king,
or mien ; of the other nations they are termed head chicls.  Among them are men of very
cunsiderable ability.

Question. Does the head chief, or king, of a nation approve the bills in a manner similar
to the governons of States!

Answer. In addition to their legislatures they hald councils, at which the head chicf pre-
xidew. These councils consider questiona of genernl policy—the applications ol persons to
become citizena ; and the treatics ure made by the councils, and not by the legislaturea.

Queation. And a bill would be approved by the head chief and the counril ?

Aunzwer. I suppuse ao. .

Question. Ruppuse the chicf and council dissented from the provisious of any Lill?

Anawer, I knuw of no provision made for the exercise of the veto ?ower.

Queation. Haa the chief or conneil puwer to alter or awend « bill

Answer. No, sir; they can sugrest oF recommentd alteriona. It is A very crude sysitem.

Question. Do yuu think of anything further 1o atate in regand to the enslavemeut of the
black ruce amung these Indians |
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Answer. There are some very lurge slaveholders in the Indian tenitmh=. A mulatte iy
very seldom seen in the country. 1 do not recollect, with all my expericnce in fhoese lerrito-
ries, to buve scen two mulattues there.  The African race has been preserved ia its purity

Question. And those are now held there as sluves?
Answer. Yes, sir, unless their stafus hus been necently changed by some treaty of which I
am not advised.

Question. How do the Indians repard the amendment of the Constitution abolishing <lavery
throughout the United States?

Answer. They do not deem it applicable to them, as their separate amd imlependent sover-
eignty and nationality have been recoguized by the Unites] States, ever since the extablish-
ment of the government of the United Stutes, by the making of treaties with them which ure
rutified by the Scnate of the United Siates, in the same manver as treatics with any foreign
power. But there is among the Indinns a very genersl willinguess to abolish slavery at
once, provided they can recvive & moderste eompensation fur their slaves.

Question. The fact is, that at present they do hold and use these negroes as slaves?

Auswer. Yes, sir.

Question. And treat them as articles of transfer and sale?

Answer. Yes, sir, as alaves are treated in all countries where there are slaves,

Question. The Indians do this to this day ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And, so far as you kunow, they do not regard as applicable to them the amend-
ment of the Coustitntion abolishing slavery t

Answer. Not at all. They regard themselves as foreign nations, as independent sovereign-
tics. They perceive the fact that the exchangeable value of the slave has been greatly im-
paired by their vicinage to the States of the United States, as those States would furuish a
socure asylum to their slaves whenever they may chovse to leave their masters.  But e
slaves there are very well contented. They are treated by their masters with great liberality,
and upon terms approaching & perfect equality, with thia exception, that the owner of the
slave gencrally does more work than the s'ave himself. I am satisfied this statement would
be sustained by any number of negroes taken at random from apy portion of the lndian ter-
ritory. Their attachments to their Indian masters are very strong.

Question. What has become of Albert Pike?

Avswer. He is at present residing in Arkunsas, of which State he was one of the supreme
judges at the time of the surmender.

Question. How is he reganded by the people of the late Confrderate States!?

Answer. General Pike is beld in hizh estcem at the south bevause of his ability as a scholar
and a poet, and his high moral character us & gentleman. He wields a very great istluence
in the State of Arkansas, and is regarded by the Indinns as their friend and exponent. Tt is
within my owan knowiedge that he accepted with very great reluctance the position of brigza-
dier geueral in the confoderate service. In treating with the Indians on the border his aim
has alwnya been simply to secure their nentrality, that they might not be used on either side in
the late contest ; and he has always workaed with the Iudians in the interest of humauity, va-
deavoring, as I have a'‘ready said, to secure prisoners from maltreatment by the Indians, by
offering rewards for the safe delivery of prisoners to hic, and, since the surmender, he hus
been assiduous)y laboring for the interests of the government «f the United States.

Question. Were the Indinns of the Five Nutions at all unaunioteus in their ndhesion to the
late Conlederate Statea 7 Please state the fucts in referznce to that allisnce.

Answer, They were unanimons, with the excepticn of a fraction of the Creck aml Semi-
nole nutivzs thal went north as the beginniug of the contest.  In May of 15861 the Cherukes
nation issued a declaration of neutrality in view of the then imponding war.  That declava-
tion was concurred in by the coufederate anthorities, aud respreted by General McCullioch,
who was then apun the Cherokee border with an srmy of about 2,000 men, composed of
Texas, Arkausas, and Louisiana troops. ‘They maintained this ueutrality until the defeat
of the United States forces at the battle of Wilson's creek, Missouri, in the month of August,
1361 ; thef then. through their principal chief, Jubn Russ, addressed a communicntion to
General Albert Pike, commissioner from the Confederaie States to the Indiwn wativux, aud
Ppro] 10 renounce their uentrality and euter into an atliancs, uffensive aud detensive,
with the Confidernte States. General Pike ceficeted & treaty with thew ou this basis, By
the terms of that treaty the Confederste Sintes ugreed to pay them the sum of twu hundred
and fifty thousaund (54,060) dollars cash, aud 5 contibue to them the annuiiics thut they
bad received (rom the Lnited States, and to reimburae them for the luss of their nentral lateda
in Kansas, &e. In return, the Chorokees were to furnish wil their able-bodied men for ser-
vice agaiust the Uuited States, provided thut the Chorokee tioops were net to ba ordered out
of the Cheroke nation without their owh consent.  "ursuant to this treaty & Cherokee turee
was organized under the especial directisn of Johu Russ, who ssued & declmation of war
mn the United States on bobalf of the Cheroker nation,  About one thousand of thewe
C koos were proscut at the buttle of I'en Ridge, or Elkborn, in Murch of 176, They
consisted a.ll.ugelter of men of the Pin or Ross purty. At night, after the hattle was done,
they moved uver the field and Killed and scatped the wounded of the federal arny. In July
of 1382 Colunel Wier, uf the United States army, theu commanding a luree oo wortheon
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ordet of the Cherokee country, proposed to Juln Rass to abrogate the treaty entered into
hy the Cherokees with the Confederute States, aud invited hix attention to the fuct that the
Confederate States had violated that treaiy by withdrawing their forces from the Cherokee
country, and he urged the Cherokees to enter into an allisnce with the Vnited States, and
tendervd 10 John Hoss and the chiefs of the nation asafe conduct to Washington wd seturn
throngh bis lines. This Y‘mlwsitiun was nt onee rejected by Rese, who declured thut the
Chervkees were bound to the paoeple of the south in & commuuity of interest amd sentiment,
and would stand or fall with the Confederate States. e also stuted that the Cherokees
wuonld never break the faith of treaties to slly themselves with a peuple who had anthorized
and practiced the most monstrons barbarities, in vivlation of the laws of war. This reply
was forwarded with a letter explanntory, by John Russ, to General Pike, who was then about
175 miles distant, with the confuderate and Indinn troops, in the Chickasaw nation near the
Texas border. [ read the reply aud letter; they were delivered to General Iike by o son o1
John Russ.  About three months after this reply John Ross went vver to the _orth with
about ene-half of the Cherokee natinm, embracing the Inrger portion of the full-blood Indinns.
Many of them entered the service of the United States, and, in my opinion, it weuld have
been cheaper for the goverument to have fought them thun to-have fed them,

T. J. MACKEY.

Nore.—Many of the statements and opinions which appear to have been volunteered by
me in the above testimony were elicited by remarks und questions on the part of the com-
mittec, wich have not been noted by the reporter.

T. J. MACREY.




