SCENE 1 THE GLITCHED
EXT. BUILDING - NIGHT
CHARACTERS: LEO, ETHAN, NPC

In a dark quiet road we see a building surrounded by empty vehicles. A man jumps out from one of the building windows and lands on the street. He runs away, soon to be followed by several uniformed men. His name is Leo, and appears to be carrying something of value. They chase him down from street to street until they end up at a rooftop. He faces a dead end. The men surround him and open fire. Just before the bullets hit, he charges his arm and slams it on the ground creating a huge shockwave driving the bullets and the men away. He jumps down the rooftop and escapes. He ends up in an alley where there waits a man in the shadows who seemed to be expecting him. He wears a distinctive ring on his right hand.



MAN


Persistent aren't they? 

Leo turns to the man and takes caution.



MAN


Ah… why the hostility?

The man walks forward from the shadows.



LEO


You're not one of them. And you're in my way.



MAN


I do apologize. However,

The man steps in Leo's path.



MAN


You have something I want.

Leo pushes him away and a quick but powerful fight spurs between the two. In the end, the man walks away victorious with the stolen item, leaving Leo's dead body in the alley

SCENE 2 JUST ANOTHER DAY
INT. EDWARD'S HOUSE - MORNING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, STEVE, KIDS
Edward wakes up in his room and turns off the alarm. He gets up and stretches. Steve’s voice is heard from outside the window.



STEVE 


Eddie!

Edward looks out the window.



EDWARD


Yo! Morning Dude!



STEVE

Hey Edward! Rise and shine buddy! You wouldn’t wanna be late for work again!



EDWARD


Don’t worry dude, I’ll make it in time. Still kinda early ya know!



STEVE


Oh well, see yah later at work then!



EDWARD


Alright catch ya later!

Edward washes up at the toilet and fixes up in front of the mirror. He enters back into the room. He looks at his clothes for a moment, gives out a lazy yawn and then throws himself back to bed. He plays some video games to kill some time. After a while, his cell phone rings. It was Jenny, his girlfriend and childhood sweetheart. Edward sits up on his bed and answers his phone. 



EDWARD 


Hello.

Hey! Good morning baby, what’s up?


Had a good night’s sleep last night?

Yeah, me too.

Oh me, I feel great, bout you baby?

Still can’t forget about last night, you were wonderful.

Yeah I was about to write it on my diary when you called.
Edward takes his diary and writes an entry about their date the other night



EDWARD 

Aww. That’s sweet. Thank you baby, so are you.
Ok. Uhuh.
Okay see you later after work then. You take care, baby.

I love you too.
He finishes his diary entry and lies back on his bed. After suddenly realizing that he is late for work, he gets up and gets dressed in a hurry. 


EDWARD

Oh shit, I’m late!

After a series of mishaps during preparation, he finally makes his way out into the neighborhood. He brings out his cell phone and tries to text his boss that he will be late. As he is typing, he realizes that his shoelaces are untied, so he kneels, puts his phone down and as he ties his laces he sees a P500 bill lying on the floor. As soon as he tries to reach it, a kid from the street grabs it and when he turns to look at his phone, another kid has already taken it. He runs after the kid and catches him in an alley, where he scolds and beats the kid. The kid cries for help and some street gangsters come into the alley. They were using the kid for their modus operandi. Edward gets helplessly beaten up.
SCENE 3 OFFICE LIFE
INT. OFFICE – MORNING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, STEVE, JEIMEE, BRAD, SIR BRIAN, ETHAN
Edward enters his workplace all beaten up.



JEIMEE

You look like you had a bad day.

EDWARD

Ya think?!

JEIMEE

What happened this time?



EDWARD


Don't ask.

BRAD
Yo! Look who's late for work and gets to do all the paperwork again. Let me give you a rundown on your stuff to do. First, file all vouchers according to time and date, and then alphabetically by the customer's surname. Then you'll have to encode and validate the serials and warranties for each returned item, also in order, and print a summary report of all transactions, incoming and out, throughout the day.
EDWARD

Hey! Who died and made you the boss?

BRAD
No one, but if you don’t get started, someone ought to be in trouble.
EDWARD

Who says that's gonna be me?

BRAD
Hey punk, you made a bet, you stick to the deal, last one to get to work does all the paperwork. Tell you what, why don’t you get started and you might just be able to keep your job.
Brad hands a large bunch of paperwork to Edward.

BRAD
Oh, and you might wanna get this done before the boss sees you, he hates it when things don’t get finished in time.

EDWARD

All this?! And what are you gonna do?

BRAD
You know, complicated stuff. Classified.

Edward fixes up the action figures he displays on his desk. He stares at the stack of papers he has to work on and starts encoding at his workstation. While he is working, Brad mischievously unplugs his monitor. While Edward is checking the cable connections, Brad plugs it back in and opens up a porn clip on Edward’s screen. When Edward sees his screen he is both surprised and fascinated that he continued to view the clip. Just then, Sir Brian enters and catches Edward in the act. Brad pretends to be working hard.
SIR BRIAN
Edward, Edward. You’ve got quite a lot of guts showing up more than an hour late, and what do I catch you doing?
BRAD
Yeah Edward, can’t you do that at home, we’re trying to work here.
EDWARD

Sir, I was uh, I,

SIR BRIAN
Please. Save us your lousy excuses. You could have, at the very least, informed me of your delay, but failing to do so, I don’t see any reason why you should even be standing here right now.
EDWARD

Sir actually I… Sorry sir, I’ll get right to it.

SIR BRIAN
You better get to it, or get yourself another job! This is your last chance Edward, don’t mess up this time.
Sir Brian returns to his office and Edward reluctantly gets back to work. His co-workers start chuckling after hearing Edward being scolded. He tries to get to work but gets distracted as his mind wanders off thinking about video games. He imagines himself as a videogame character fighting off fiends in a game world. When he comes back to reality, he realized that he was dreaming and Jeimee was waking him up. He was making noises and gestures from his video game before he wakes up.
JEIMEE

Hey get up! You haven't even done your work yet.

EDWARD

Whoa! How long was I out?

JEIMEE

A couple of hours? You're lucky the boss didn't catch you drooling on your keyboard. 

EDWARD

Oh crap.

JEIMEE

You really need to get yourself together, y'know, find something that keeps you motivated, what's wrong with you these days anyway?
EDWARD

Nothing actually, I just uh, I think I need a cup of coffee.

JEIMEE

Maybe so.
EDWARD

Be right back, I'll get you one too, see yah.

INT. CAFETERIA - AFTERNOON
Edward hangs around by the coffee machine where he meets Steve, a good friend and an employee in the same company.

STEVE

Hey dude. What’s with the face? Something wrong?

EDWARD

Ah, nothing, I just almost got fired this morning

STEVE

Oh. You mean afternoon. Well, I wouldn’t be surprised, I told ya you were gonna be late. So what happened?

EDWARD

Got a pretty bad scolding. Kinda got used to it.
STEVE

Hah, that's so like it of you Ed, always taking the easy way out without a care in the world.
EDWARD

Am I? I dunno, I really suck at this kinda stuff.

STEVE

Maybe you just need to find your break. Something so significant that it feels like you were born to do it when no one else can.

EDWARD

Haha. Me? I don't think so.
STEVE

Hey, you never know! Well, got to get back to work, see ya later dude.

EDWARD

Laterz.

Edward sits by the cafeteria bench and plays his PSP. A man from the hallway walks to his side. Everyone in the building is paused as if time had stopped except for the two men.
MAN

You’ve got something I want.

EDWARD

Sorry, I'm on break. Just ask the lady at the counter.
MAN

It’s the man, not his service that I'm interested in.

He turns his head to the man and catches a glimpse of the man’s ring.
EDWARD

What are you talking about?

MAN

A stone in one’s path can become quite an obstacle if not removed immediately.
Edward looks up to the man in confusion but when he lifts his head the man was nowhere to be seen. He realizes that he took too much time in the café that he forgot to get back to his paperwork. He rushes out of the café.

Meanwhile, Jenny is preparing to leave her workplace. She works in a call center agency in the same city. She tells her coworker Sheena about her date with Edward the other night.
INT. JENNY’S WORKPLACE - EVENING
JENNY

Sheena, got to go.

SHEENA

Leaving already? By the way, how was your date last night?

JENNY

Great. Oh we were so sweet, as if it were our very first date.

SHEENA

Really? You’re such a lucky girl. I don’t know many women who are satisfied with their relationship, myself included.
JENNY

Oh come on.
SHEENA

Seriously. I can already see how excited you are to see him again.
JENNY

You could tell? Hehe. Well actually I’m planning to surprise him today. Pick him up from work so we could walk home together, just like when we were kids.
SHEENA

Aww, how nostalgic. Well, you better get going. Good luck with your little stroll.

JENNY

Thanks Sheena. See ya.

SHEENA

Take care.

Edward gets back to his workplace and gives Jeimee her cup of coffee. 
INT. OFFICE - EVENING

EDWARD
Hey guys. What's up?

JEIMEE

Sir Brian wants to see you in his office.

BRAD

Looks like you're in deep shit dude.

EDWARD

Oh boy…

Edward enters Sir Brian's office.

SIR BRIAN
Edward. Have a seat.

EDWARD

Good afternoon sir.

SIR BRIAN
Coffee?

EDWARD

Uh, no thanks, I just had mine.

SIR BRIAN
Well then.
EDWARD

Sir, uh, about today, I was thinking you could maybe…
SIR BRIAN
You're fired.

EDWARD

Sir?

SIR BRIAN
You're fired. Do I have to spell that out for you? That was already your last chance, Edward. You’ve just wasted it.
EDWARD

I… I understand.

Edward walks back to his workplace.

BRAD

So, how'd it go?

EDWARD

Shut up. I just lost my job.

BRAD

Haha, I thought so.
EDWARD

You think this is funny?!

BRAD

No, actually I find it more of amusing.
EDWARD

Why you…!

Edward threatens Brad. At that time, Jenny enters their office and wonders what’s going on.

JENNY

Hey guys! What’s going on?

EDWARD

Jenny? Nothing, we're just playin' around.
BRAD
Oh hey Jen! Edward here’s got something to confess.

EDWARD

Shut up.

Edward turns to Jenny.

EDWARD

What a surprise. What are you doing here?

JENNY

Surprising you! Hehe, came to pick you up.

EDWARD

Wow, that’s… nice, why don’t we get going.

JENNY


Wait, don’t you still have work? 
Edward and Jenny leave the building and start walking home. As they pass the bridge, Edward tells Jenny about what happened at work.

SCENE 4 DIE ANOTHER DAY
EXT. BRIDGE – EVENING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY

EDWARD

So… how was your day?


JENNY

Well, it was fine, you know the usual day, work, work, get yelled at by my boss, “Do this!”, “Do that!” But you know what? At the end of the day, none of that brianers anymore. I just forget about whatever happened at work and look forward to seeing you. When I’m with you, everything starts to feel perfect. Y’know?


EDWARD

I’m glad you’ve still got some motivation even after work.


JENNY

Of course I do. I’ve got you.


EDWARD (smiling)
Thanks.


JENNY

So how was your work?


EDWARD

I lost my job


JENNY

Haha, no come on, really.


EDWARD (looking down)

Baby, I’m sorry…

The two stop walking.

JENNY

Oh, so you’re serious? Oh come on, don’t worry about it baby. It’s okay. We can work things out. Look at me. (holds Ed’s face) I don’t blame you at all for losing your job. And I don’t want you to be blaming yourself either.


EDWARD

It must suck having a loser for a boyfriend, huh?


JENNY

Don’t say that! I’m proud of you and there’s no one else I would rather have with me than you. Oh, I almost forgot..

Jenny takes out a photo from her pocket. It was their picture from their anniversary last night.

JENNY

Surprise! I printed our photo from yesterday. Look, don’t we look just perfect together?


EDWARD (smiling)
Wow. You’re right. You look wonderful. 


JENNY

Thank you baby! And so do you. Here, I want you to keep this.

As Jenny hands over the photo to Edward, a gust of wind blows it from her hand and towards the other side of the road. Jenny tries to chase it. A truck is shown from afar, approaching Jenny’s position.

EDWARD

Jenny!!

Edward pushes her aside, saving her life but risking his own. He is hit by the truck. There he lies, lifeless on the road, as Jenny calls out his name in agony.
INT. UNKNOWN PLACE – UNKNOWN TIME
Flashbacks of Edward’s past memories with Jenny are shown. Edward’s body is floating in empty space. He regains some consciousness. He sees a large counter counting down from 9 to 0. He sees two “buttons” which he can interact with. He tries touching one of them and then pushes the button to his right. Everything flashes back to reality as Ed is shown waking up in his room once again.


SCENE 5 TOTAL REPLAY
INT. EDWARD’S ROOM – MORNING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, KIDS, STEVE, JEIMEE, BRAD, SIR BRIAN
Edward gets up from bed as if it were all just a bad dream. But when he looks at his diary, he finds his entry which he wrote yesterday. The time he woke up was also the exact time of his last entry. He washes up at the toilet, where he notices a strange interaction with the mirror. There seems to be some kind of console which he is able to interact with. He presses some of the “buttons” and it appears to activate something. Suddenly his hand heats up until it smokes. He rushes back to his room where his hand bursts into a flame which he uncontrollably throws at his wall. Still shocked, he cleans up the mess he just made. His alarm clock rings and reminds him of his work. He quickly dresses up and hurries off to work. On his way out he can see the same P500 bill from the other day. This time, he pretends to pick it up and then clotheslines the kid who tries to pick it up before he does. He gets to take the P500 bill. On his way, he uses the money to get a taxi ride which gets him to work in no time.
TAXI DRIVER

Where to, my friend?

EDWARD

Bristol Tower.

TAXI DRIVER

Ok. You in a hurry?

EDWARD

Not at all.

Edward arrives to work earlier than expected.

INT. OFFICE - MORNING

SIR BRIAN
Oh Edward, you’re here early.

EDWARD

The earlier the better, sir.


SIR BRIAN

Great. Well, better get started, we got a long day ahead.
Soon, Brad and Jeimee arrive at the shop. Jeimee accidentally hits the action figures on his desk. Now we know why the figures were messed up on the first life.
EDWARD

Good morning!

JEIMEE

Good morning Ed.

BRAD
Wow, look who’s early. Sucking up to the boss huh punk?

EDWARD

Sounds more like something you're used to doing. Well, look who’s last, looks like you’ll be handling today’s paperwork, eh?

BRAD
Hey, why do I have to all that?
EDWARD

Don’t blame me if you can’t keep your word.

BRAD
Ah fine.

Brad goes to his desk and starts encoding.

BRAD
Damn, this is a lot. Well, at least I’m not as slow as you are. You know what makes you suck at this job so bad? You think you’re good at everything just ‘cause you're so good at your videogames. Welcome to the real world pal, things aren’t as easy as IDDQD here. You can’t save, you can’t cheat and worst of all, you only get one life. 

Edward activates a cheat which slows down the time as Brad continues talking and typing in slow motion. Edward relaxes at his desk and starts working. He gets his work done much faster than Brad.

BRAD
… and that’s what makes you so… 

Brad sees that Edward has already finished a whole pile of paperwork while he was just getting started. He is shocked.

BRAD
…slow?

Sir Brian arrives and praises Edward for a job well done.

SIR BRIAN
Brad, how are those papers going?

BRAD
Uh, almost done sir.

SIR BRIAN
Well then, make it fast. How about you Edward?


EDWARD

All done sir.


SIR BRIAN
What? Good God that was fast! These are impressive Edward! How in the world did you get these done so quick?

EDWARD
Just doing my job, sir.

SIR BRIAN
Well, this is one hell of a good job! Keep this up and you're up for a promotion.
BRAD
What?

EDWARD
For real?
BRAD
Why him?

SIR BRIAN
Because he gets his job done on time. Now, carry on with your work, I want those on my desk by 4 o'clock sharp. Jeimee, I’d expect you do the same?
BRAD & JEIMEE
Yes sir.

Sir Brian goes back to his office. Brad gives Edward a puzzled look.


EDWARD


What?

INT. CAFETERIA – AFTERNOON

STEVE

Really? You almost got a promotion today? Wow.
EDWARD

Yeah!
STEVE
Damn. Haha. You? As a teamleader?

EDWARD

Hehe, yeah, can you believe it? Never thought a loser like me could deserve such a position huh? Hahaha.

STEVE

Haha, don’t get too excited now. You haven’t even been promoted yet.

EDWARD

Yeah I know, and I’m already getting blinded by power.
STEVE

You know, someone once told me, power isn’t always about winning, it’s about never giving up. When you go through struggles and refuse to surrender, that is power.

EDWARD

Uh… right, whatever you say.

STEVE

So, have you talked to Jenny yet?

EDWARD

Actually, I’m planning to give her a surprise visit later.

STEVE

Yeah, what’s the occasion?

EDWARD

Nothing, I’m just glad to feel… alive.

STEVE

Hehe. You’re surely in the mood today. Well, got to get back to work, see ya later dude.

EDWARD

Laterz.

Edward sits around the cafeteria for a while, enjoying his coffee. He looks at his watch and remembers that a mysterious man spoke to him at the exact same time of the day.

EDWARD

That’s weird. I thought someone’s supposed to be here.

Edward exits the cafeteria and back to the office. At the hallway, Brad stands in his way. 

BRAD

Great job at work today.

EDWARD

Thanks.

BRAD

That was sarcastic. How'd you do it?
EDWARD

Do what?
BRAD

Don't play dumb. Think you can make a fool out of me, huh? You did something back there and you're going to tell me how.

EDWARD

I don't know what you’re talking about.

BRAD

Listen punk. We can do this the easy way or the hard way.

Brad tries to attack, but Edward counters him with a powerful blow, which sends him flying off to the wall.

EDWARD

You listen Brad, today will be the last day you'll ever be calling me punk again. Be seein' ya.

Edward goes out of the building, walking all cool and proud.

INT. JENNY’S WORKPLACE - EVENING
JENNY

Oh come on.

SHEENA

Seriously. I can already see how excited you are to see him again.

JENNY

You could tell? Hehe. Well actually I’m planning to surprise him today. Pick him up from work so we could walk home together, just like…

Edward suddenly appears bringing flowers and continues what Jenny was saying.

EDWARD

…when we were kids.

JENNY

Edward! Wow! What a surprise!

EDWARD

Got you didn't I?

JENNY

Well, yeah, what are you doing here?

EDWARD

Just thought I'd surprise you.

JENNY

I was planning to surprise you too! But I guess you beat me to it.

EDWARD

Really? So, you ready to go?

JENNY

Right. Let's go home.

EDWARD

Actually, I was thinking of someplace more… magical.

Jenny gazes at Edward's eyes in excitement. They set off, and Edward takes her on a very romantic date to many memorable places. After the date, they walk home, passing the same bridge.
SCENE 6 CHEATING DEATH
EXT. BRIDGE – EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY, ETHAN, TAXI DRIVER

EDWARD
So how’s your day?

JENNY
Well, it was fine, you know the usual day, work, work, get yelled at by my boss, “Do this!”, “Do that!” But you know what? At the end of the day, none of that brianers anymore. I just forget about whatever happened at work and look forward to seeing you. When I’m with you, everything starts…

EDWARD (interrupting)

starts to feel perfect

JENNY
Right
Edward smiles.

JENNY
What’s the brianer?

EDWARD
Nothing… I just realized how lucky I am to have you.

JENNY
Thanks! You're unusually cheerful today. So how was your work?

EDWARD
Guess what? I’m up for a promotion!


JENNY

Really? Baby, that’s great!

EDWARD
I know! I’m really excited about it.


JENNY

I’m so happy for you too. Remember that whether through failure or success, I’m with you all the way.

EDWARD
And so am I.

JENNY
Oh! I’ve got something for you.
Jenny takes out a photo from her pocket. Edward grabs the photo immediately from her.

JENNY
Hey! Gimme that!

EDWARD
No, I need to take this.

JENNY
What are you talking about? Give that back!

EDWARD
I can’t!

JENNY
What do you mean you can’t?

EDWARD
I just can’t, ok! Just listen to me!

JENNY
What?

EDWARD
I was going to tell you, you just have to listen to me!

JENNY
What is wrong with you! A while ago you were really sweet but now you’re-

EDWARD
Jenny, please just trust ME, OK?!

JENNY
Just give it back!
The photograph slips from her hand just like what happened on the first life. She runs after it to the middle of the road. Edward was able to push her aside and stop the truck with his fist. Jenny was shocked by the incident. Edward takes her hand and they rush away from the mess at the bridge.
JENNY

What just happened back there?

EDWARD

I don't know.

JENNY

Is there something you're not telling me?

Edward sees the mysterious man again at the bridge, who seems to be following them. He tries to hide.

EDWARD

Come here.

JENNY

What's going on?

EDWARD

Shh. Shh.

JENNY

Edward, please tell me what's going on.

EDWARD
I'll tell you later. Right now you'll just have to trust me.

As Ethan passes the bridge and out of sight, Edward hails a taxi cab and sends Jenny home.

JENNY

Hey! Wait! Where are you going?
EDWARD (to driver)

29th street, Seattle road. Here, keep the change.

JENNY

Edward!

EDWARD

Take care.

Edward follows the mysterious man until he sees him mysteriously walking into the wall of a building. He follows him inside and sees corpses of dead guards across the hallway. He follows the trail of corpses until the end of the hallway where he sees the man killing the last guard and stealing something. Edward questions the man.
SCENE 7 THE GLITCHED VAGABOND
INT. BUILDING A - EVENING

EDWARD

Who are you? Why are you doing this?
MAN

Me? Nobody. A name is but a mask to conceal one's true identity, but should you insist, you may call me Ethan.

The man turns around and faces Edward. Edward steps back and takes caution.
ETHAN

Hmm. It’s you.

EDWARD

You know me?

ETHAN

Hmm.
EDWARD

You were the one at the cafeteria. And you were the only who didn't show up this time. What did you do to me?
ETHAN

Me? Why ask me? I am but a vagabond with a passion for… collecting.
EDWARD

Stealing you mean? That's how you justify killing all these people?

ETHAN

Why so judgmental? I'm merely carrying out the necessary measures to resist those who oppose me.

EDWARD

I've heard enough! I'm not letting you get away with this anymore!
Edward tries to stop Ethan but Ethan is much too powerful. As Ethan is about to finish off Edward, he suddenly hears noises which disrupts both their hearing and hurts their heads.

ETHAN
They’re here

EDWARD
What…?
NPC’s are shown surrounding the building and then open firing through its walls. Ethan motions his hand and stops the bullets before they hit anyone. Ethan makes his way out the hallway.

ETHAN
Grow up kid.
As soon as Edward is able to move he starts running after him. When he exits the building, Ethan had already disappeared and he is surrounded by NPC's. He tries to make his way through and drops his cellphone midway through the crowd. He tries to fight them off and run after Ethan, but he is stopped by a tranquilizer bullet shot by a marksman. Before his vision fades out, he sees the feet of three prominent soldiers.
INT. JENNY'S HOUSE – EVENING

Meanwhile, Jenny arrives home frustrated.

JENNY

Hmpph. He takes me on such a perfect date then sends me off going home alone.

She tries to contact Edward on his cellphone and hears noises of people fighting and Edward screaming. 
JENNY


Edward? Edward! Oh my God.

Jenny rushes out of the house and to Edward's neighborhood, where she finds Steve.

INT. EDWARD'S NEIGHBORHOOD - EVENING

JENNY

Steve! Thank God, I need your help.

STEVE

Whoa, relax, what happened?

JENNY

Edward. It's Edward, he needs our help. We need to find him.

STEVE

Okay. Take it easy. I'll get some help, ok?

JENNY

Okay. Please hurry.
Jenny waits uneasily, worried about Edward.

SCENE 8 INQUISITION

INT. NPC ASYLUM - MORNING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, NPCS, NPC COMMANDER
Edward's half conscious body is being dragged down a hallway, lights on the ceiling. He can hear faint voices of NPCs talking.

NPC1
So is this him?

NPC2
No, the one the commander was looking for got away

NPC1
Again? So what are we doing with this guy?

NPC2
He’s up for interrogation. 
INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - FADE
Edward wakes up in an interrogation room with the NPC commander on the other side of the table.

EDWARD
Where am I?

NPC COMMANDER
Do you know why you are here, user ecpj29 host 124.221.65.3?

EDWARD
What? Where am I?

NPC COMMANDER
You understand your violations of line 32AF code section 6FC3. What do you know about the glitch?

EDWARD
I don’t know what you’re talking about.

NPC COMMANDER
The Deadlook Chronicle?

EDWARD
What? I… I don't know… Who are you anyway? Where am I? What happened? Wait. Jenny! Where’s Jenny?!

NPC COMMANDER
Answer my question.

EDWARD
Who the hell are you? I said I don’t know!! Let me go!!

SHADOW1
He doesn't seem to know anything about it.

NPC COMMANDER
Get rid of this man. He’s not what we’re looking for.

SHADOW2
Wait. Not yet. He might be of some use. Lock him up.

EDWARD
What? Wait!!! What did I do? I didn't kill those people! Let me go!

NPC COMMANDER
Take him away.
Edward is locked in a prison cell shielded by laser beams.
SCENE 9 INCARCERATION
INT. NPC ASYLUM - AFTERNOON
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, HACKER, NPCS, NPC COMMANDER

EDWARD

Wait!

The nearby NPCs can be heard having a conversation.

NPC1

What's our next COA?

NPC2

Wait for the commander's orders. We're facing a major adversary here.

NPC1

What about that guy?

NPC2

Nothing special. Commander said he might have some potential. He could have some useful information as well.

NPC1

Well, he’s still a threat to the system.
NPC2

Yeah, they found him at the scene where the incident occurred.
NPC1

What happened?
NPC2

A breach. Another one of them creeds stolen.

NPC1

Damn.

Edward tries to figure out a way to escape. It seems he cannot use any of his powers while in the jail cell. A man from the opposite cell warns him.


MAN
That beam delivers 500 kilo-Joules of heat. I wouldn't try that if I were you.

Edward turns his attention to the man.


EDWARD
What are you in for?

MAN
I am here because I choose to be. I decide for my own fate, not the system.

EDWARD
Who are you?


HACKER
Let’s just say I’m a manipulator of this world, a hacker if you may. I'm not too different from you.

EDWARD
You know about this? About… what I'm able to do?

HACKER
I know more than you can ever learn about your capabilities. I can make you strong. That is, if you shall allow me.

EDWARD
Tell me. What do you know about this ability? And why can't I do it anymore?

HACKER
The prison you are in is located within the premises of the NPC base. This entire area is a null zone where all unauthorized processes are denied execution, hence, the disabling of your console.

EDWARD
What did you say this place was? What do they want from me?

HACKER
They want you out of their way. People like you are detrimental to the system. People like you who are “special”.


EDWARD
What do you mean?

HACKER
You have a gift… or should we call it, a glitch… A portion of anomalous code running within a stable environment causing erroneous and probable catastrophic deviations to the flow of program logic. Our world is governed by laws and properties encoded into its architecture to mediate and preserve balance in our universe. Laws that can be bent or even broken to our own advantage.

EDWARD
How?

HACKER
Your console is the key to manipulating these so-called laws. Some of these may work to your advantage, others, against. You must learn to control your powers, otherwise, it will do you more harm than good. As you progress you will learn more abilities which enable you to control the elements and defy nature itself. Here, take this.
The hacker throws Edward a flash drive sized object.


EDWARD

How do you know all this?

The hacker pauses. He speaks of an ancient document called the Deadlock Chronicle.
 [Flashback:
The nine creeds & guardians]

HACKER

There was a book they called the “Deadlock Chronicle”. It is a record of exploits discovered in the system throughout time. At some time in history it brought disorder & chaos to this world. Ever since then, the mediators of the system secured the book and sealed it so that never again will it bring the world to cataclysm. The key to the book was broken into nine spheres called creeds and distributed among nine guardians, the descendants of whom are responsible for the protection of the nine pieces from the hands of the violent and the vicious.
EDWARD

So what happened to the nine creeds?
HACKER

A strong convict who had been on the loose for several years has been stealing each of the pieces one by one by destroying their guardians. If he isn’t stopped, he will soon be holding all nine.
EDWARD

So that’s what he was after. The sphere. I have absolutely nothing to do with this. How do I get out of here? There’s got to be a way out of here.
HACKER

I’ve already told you what you must know. The rest is up to you.

Edward looks down in despair. When he looks up again, the hacker from the other cell had disappeared, and the nearby NPCs can be heard having the same conversation from before.

EDWARD

Should’ve just stayed with Jenny. What the?

Edward looks around but the hacker was nowhere to be seen. He tries to use the flash drive and a code appears from it. <You’ve got… Beretta Elites! *ten-tenenen-ten!!!*>
SCENE 10 PRISON BREAK
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, LEO, NPCS, NPC COMMANDER
Another prisoner from a nearby cell is trying to escape. He pries off one of the laser beam’s reflectors with a spoon which causes it to malfunction. The alarm rings out throughout the building as he quickly makes his escape. Edward tries to call on him to bust him out too, but his request was ignored. Edward tries a similar feat and is able to escape his cell. He tries to avoid the guards around the prison but before he reaches the exit he is caught by one of the guards. The other escapee shows up just in time and helps him out. The two of them fight off a few NPCs in the way. The NPC Commander watches them fight from the monitors in his office. He seems to be impressed.
EDWARD
Thanks. We’re on the same side aren’t we? 

The prisoner just walks past him.

EDWARD

Hey! You got a name?

INMATE

Leo. 

Leo barely introduces himself before rushing out of the prison. Edward also makes his way out.


NPC LEADER

Impressive.


GUNMAN

I'll be waiting for him outside.
SCENE 11 THE LONE GUNMAN
EXT. RUINS - AFTERNOON

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, GUNMAN

Edward escapes the building and enters some ruins. He discovers that he can now use his powers. He uses it to change his outfit and to summon a handgun. As he walks through the ruins, he feels like he is being watched. There, the lone sniper awaits his arrival.

-EDWARD VS. GUNMAN BATTLE-

After having been defeated, the Gunman hands him a creed and another flashdrive-sized object. The creed was just like the one Ethan was holding, just like the hacker was talking about.
GUNMAN

I’ve never had such a good fight in my life. Here, take this.

EDWARD

This is one of the nine pieces of the seal. Why? Why are you giving this to me?

GUNMAN

You are a gray hat. I trust that this will be safe in your hands. You have the soul of an honorable warrior. And if your heart is as pure as your soul, then you will keep this, and guard it with your life. I have now passed on my promise. My time has come.

The gunman’s dead body disappears. Edward checks the flashdrive-like object and learns a new code. <You’ve got… Buster Sword! *ten-tenenen-ten!!!*>

SCENE 12 THE LIGHT OF FREEDOM
EXT. CITY - EVENING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, LEO
Edward heads back into the city where he learns that he had been marked as wanted by the authorities. He trades his watch for a cap and tries to keep a low profile. He heads to Jenny’s house.
EXT. ALLEY
Meanwhile, Leo goes into an alley to find some clothes. He finds some old clothes from a sleeping beggar and cuts his hair using a scissor he found. In the end of the alley, he sees a guy getting beaten up and robbed by two men. He challenges the two men to a fight.

LEO

What’s this? You criminals never get enough do ya?
CRIMINAL1

Who is this asshole? Waste him before he calls the cops.

CRIMINAL2

Think you’re a hero huh, justice boy?

LEO

You want justice? Come and get it.

The criminals try attacking Leo. Leo unleashes his gauntlet and knocks out one of the criminals. The other criminal runs away in panic.

LEO
Who are we to blame? The temptations of this world are inexorable.

SCENE 13 REUNITED
INT. JENNY’S HOUSE – AFTERNOON
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY, NPCS
Edward arrives at Jenny’s house and tries to find her inside. He looks around but in vain. Jenny happens to arrive at that time and thinks someone broke into her house. Just before she hits Edward thinking he was a burglar, Edward stops her. She recognizes Edward and gives him a hug.

EDWARD

Jenny!

JENNY

Edward? Edward! I was so worried.

EDWARD

Me too, baby. I’m sorry. I’m so sorry. I’ll never leave you again.

JENNY

I thought I lost you.

EDWARD

I’m right here. I’ll always be here.

Jenny gives Edward a deep, wanting hug. Jenny checks Edward’s torso.

JENNY

Are you hurt? 

JENNY

You can’t stay here, they’re looking for you.
EDWARD

I know. I guess I should go away from this place.

JENNY

Take me with you!

EDWARD

You’ll be in danger.

JENNY

Take me with you, we can go far away from here. We can be together there, where it’s safe. You said you’ll never leave me again. Promise me that.

EDWARD

Okay.

EDWARD

Don’t worry, I’m fine.

JENNY

Okay, I’ll get my things, we should leave soon.

Edward walks around the room and looks out the window. He notices that there are NPCs approaching the house.

EDWARD

We need to go. Now!

JENNY

What?

EDWARD

Shh. We’ll take the back door.

They sneak out through the back just in time to avoid detection by the NPCs entering through the front. They escape into the woods.
SCENE 14 HEART TO HEART
INT. APARTMENT – EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY, NPCS
SCENE DELETED
SCENE 15 ENCOUNTER
EXT. GRASSLANDS - EVENING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, LEO, ETHAN, JENNY, NPC COMMANDER, NPCS
After traveling a distance, a large explosion blasts off in their path. After the smoke clears, they are surrounded by NPCs. Edward summons his sword.
EDWARD

Jenny, find some place to hide.

Jenny is hesitant.

EDWARD

Go! It’s me they want not you, now go!

JENNY

Okay.

EDWARD

Run!

The NPC Commander appears, leading the squad.

NPC COMMANDER

Surrender yourself, convict, or we shall be forced to use violent measures.
Edward fends off some of the soldiers, but their number is too great for him to handle. As they continue to surround him, a powerful blast drives most of the soldiers away. Ethan shows up in front of them, in an elevated position.
ETHAN

A fascinating display of power, however so immature. Ah, commander, quite a pleasure seeing you here.

NPC COMMANDER

You. Thanks for saving us the trouble of finding you. All units open fire!
Ethan quickly rushes to where Jenny was hiding and holds her by the neck as hostage. He threatens to stab her with his sword.

EDWARD

Jenny!

NPC COMMANDER

Hold your fire!

ETHAN

Hehehe. Just as I thought. Your sympathy makes you weak.

EDWARD

Let her go! She has nothing to do with this.

Edward tries to step forward but the NPCs oppose him from moving. He clenches his fist in rage.

NPC COMMANDER

What do you want?

ETHAN

The boy holds something of value to me. Kid, hand over the creed and your beloved damsel goes free.
Edward remembers about the creed the Gunman had given him.

ETHAN

You know what I’m talking about. You have it right there, do you not?

NPC COMMANDER

Alpha, secure the creed, don’t let him get his hands on it.

Edward brings out the creed, and without hesitation throws it to Ethan before the NPCs were able to grab it. Ethan grabs the creed. He does not keep his word and stabs Jenny anyway, then throwing her body down. Edward exclaims in shock.
NPC COMMANDER

Dammit! Open fire! All units open fire! Don’t let him get away!

Before long, Ethan had already disappeared in the mist. Edward bursts out in rage and pushes away all the NPCs surrounding him. The other NPCs open fire at him as he tries to run to Jenny. He blocks their bullets with his sword whilst hacking and slashing everyone in his way. He drops his sword halfway along the way. Before he gets to reach Jenny, several men surround his side, beating him up with the back of their rifles, while another soldier points a gun to his forehead from the front. He is helpless and desperate. He no longer fears the rifle pointed at his head or the guns of the men surrounding him. Just then, a man walks into the scene and towards them. He takes the soldier in front of Edward, grabs him by the neck and blasts him away with his gauntlet, damaging other NPCs behind Edward as well. It was Leo, the renegade vigilante. The NPCs let go of Edward and turn their attention to Leo. Edward falls to his knees in exhaustion. He can barely crawl to where Jenny lies.
LEO

Where’d he go? Where’d Ethan go?

EDWARD

He… got away.

LEO

Damn.

Leo walks past Edward and towards the squadrons of soldiers facing him.

LEO

I’ll take care of this.

NPC COMMANDER

Get him!

The NPCs open fire as Leo walks calmly towards the middle of the squadron. All bullets passed right through him, his wounds healing instantly. He was invincible to the soldier’s guns whose bullets proved futile. After the soldiers empty their clip, Leo cocks his gauntlet and does a thrusting attack towards the soldiers. The NPCs are taken down one by one, using only his fists and feet. Edward tries desperately to crawl towards Jenny’s dying body with whatever strength he has left. Leo, while fighting, grabs Edward’s dropped sword from the ground and swings it towards the enemies, causing it to spin around in an orbit, slicing through soldiers while he beats up the other men with his fists (AKA Roundtrip). He finishes off the last man in the squad just in time to grab the boomeranging sword then strikes it back into the ground.
NPC COMMANDER

Fallback! All units fallback!

The commander gathers what’s left of his team and retreats back to base. The wounds all over Leo’s body start to heal until he is perfectly healthy again. Edward finally reaches Jenny and takes her in his arms.
LEO

Which way did he go?

EDWARD

That way.
LEO

Get yourselves away from here, and stay out of this.
Leo leaves in a rush. Edward stands up carrying Jenny and walks back along the road. Soon, Steve arrives in a car and picks them up.
STEVE

Edward! Get in!
They get in the car.

EDWARD

Steve! To the hospital, quick! She’s bleeding bad. 

STEVE

Got it!

EDWARD

How’d you find us?

STEVE

I followed the sirens.
The car speeds off down the road and out of sight.

SCENE 16 EMERGENCY
INT. HOSPITAL – EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY, STEVE, NURSES, DOCTORS
After receiving first aid, Jenny is brought out of the E.R. and into one of the private rooms.

EDWARD

Doctor, how is she?

DOCTOR

The blade penetrated deep. Luckily, none of her internal organs have been damaged, although she still suffers from severe lacerations.
EDWARD

Will she be okay?

DOCTOR

Physically she may still be able to recover, but consciously, we aren’t sure.

EDWARD

What does that mean?

DOCTOR

She’s in a coma.

EDWARD

What?

DOCTOR

Edward, is it? I know it’s hard for you, and it’s not easy for any of us either. I want you to know that we’re doing everything we can. In the meantime, what she needs most is sincere care and attention.

Edward looks down in sorrow.

DOCTOR

We’re transferring her to a private room. Her nurse will be there soon.

SCENE 17 A LIGHT OF HOPE
INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - EVENING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY, STEVE, HACKER, NURSE
Edward, Jenny and the nurse are in a hospital room. Steve enters.
STEVE

What did the doctor say?

NURSE
We don’t know how long she will remain unconscious. It could be permanent.

STEVE

A coma?

NURSE

We can't say for sure. For now it's best that we let her rest.
EDWARD

It’s all my fault. I was the one who put her in danger.
STEVE

Hey, don’t blame everything on yourself. None of us wanted this to happen.

EDWARD

No, this didn’t have to happen. I could’ve stopped it. She would’ve been just fine!

Edward tries to use his powers to slow down time. He seems to try to reverse it, but fails. The hacker appears and time comes to a complete stop.

HACKER
One cannot alter the past. But there may still be hope in the future.

EDWARD

My future is lying on that bed. I’d rather stay in this moment than live a future without her.
HACKER

How far are you willing to go for her?
EDWARD

I'd give my life for hers, if only there was a way.

Edward takes a moment to gather his thoughts together.


EDWARD

This book you were talking about.

HACKER

The Deadlock Chronicle.

EDWARD

Yes, you said that whoever holds this book gains power over anything he desires, right?
HACKER

Quite precisely.
EDWARD

Even life?

HACKER
Life is but an element of this world, bound by the principles of its intricate design. There is such a code which allows its user ultimate control of our universe, even the power over life. The most strictly forbidden code cast in the Deadlock Chronicle, defying all odds and even the Devil himself. The Deus Ex Liberi.
EDWARD

Tell me, if I get this book, will I be able to bring her back?
HACKER
If I tell you there’s a chance, would it not be enough to know that tomorrow, she may still be alive?
EDWARD (desperate)
Is – there – a chance?!
HACKER
When there's hope, there is always a chance, and when there's chance, there always comes a choice. All I can offer is you is the first. The choice… is up to you.
EDWARD (determined)
Where is this book?
HACKER 

More important than "Where" is "How". How will you unlock the book? How will you find the nine keys? How will you handle its power?
HACKER

If you're planning to find it, make haste. You're not the only one.

Edward looks at Jenny, determined.

EDWARD (softly)
Jenny, can you hear me? I know I promised never to leave you again, but… I just hope you’ll understand.
Edward holds Jenny's hand. He looks up and sees the Hacker is already gone. Time has resumed to normal.

STEVE

Edward, you alright?
EDWARD

Huh? Yeah, I’m fine. Steve, can you do me a favor?

STEVE

What’s that?

EDWARD

Can you watch over Jenny for me?

He stands up and walks toward the door.

STEVE

Where are you going?

EDWARD

I’ll find a way to save her. I will not stand here and watch her die.

STEVE

What are you talking about? What if there isn’t a way?
EDWARD

Well, what if there is? I’m don't wanna forever regret the day when I could've saved her but didn’t take the chance.

STEVE

I just hope you know what you're doing.

EDWARD

Thanks for understanding.
Edward leaves the hospital room in search for the Deadlock Chronicle.

SCENE 18 PAINKILLER
EXT. ROAD – EVENING, INT. ABANDONED HOUSE - EVENING
CHARACTERS: LEO
Leo continues to run after Ethan, following the path which Edward had pointed to him. In the middle of his journey, he suddenly feels pain. The pain from all his bullet hits and wounds from the battle all start rushing into his senses. He writhes from the pain and finds an abandoned house to rest in. He lies on one corner trying to fight the pain, taking out a syringe from his coat. He takes a dose of painkillers just to ease the tormenting pain. After recovering for a while, he walks outside and decides to drop by the cemetery where his deceased father lay.
SCENE 19 A FATHER'S LEGACY
EXT. CEMETARY - EVENING
CHARACTERS: EDWARD, LEO

Edward goes back to the place where Jenny had been wounded. Flashbacks of Ethan wounding Jenny stream through his head. He goes on and takes the path which Ethan and Leo took. He eventually loses their track and tries to go back. On the way back he passed by the cemetery where he meets Leo again.
LEO

It’s you again.

EDWARD

You, Leo, right?

LEO

What do you want?

EDWARD
You were after Ethan. Why?

LEO

What does it brianer to you?

EDWARD
He took away something from me. Something I hold very dear.
LEO

I see. How’s the girl?

EDWARD

Still unconscious.

LEO

Lucky, she should be dead.

EDWARD

…
Edward looks at the tombstone in front of Leo



EDWARD


Your father?


LEO


…



EDWARD


I'm sorry.



LEO


It's not your loss.

Leo stands up.

LEO

If you're thinking about revenge, forget about it.
Edward sees one of the creeds on Leo's belt.

EDWARD

That sphere. Are you a guardian?
LEO

You've seen this before? Where?

EDWARD

The gunman. The gunman who tried to kill me, he handed it to me before he died.

LEO

You… killed the gunman? Where is the sphere now?

EDWARD

I… I don't have it.

LEO

What?

EDWARD

Ethan got it from me.

LEO

Damn. It's only a brianer of time before he gets the others.

EDWARD

Others? You mean the rest of the creeds? What happens then?

LEO

He will employ the nine pieces to unlock the forbidden book, and use it for destruction. By now he should already have six of the nine pieces. Only two more guardians remain standing.

EDWARD
And you would be the third?

LEO

…

EDWARD

You're not a guardian are you? You want to get the book and use it to your own advantage, just like Ethan.
[Flashback:
A brotherhood of philosophers working on a manuscript]

[Flashback: Glitchers freely roaming the earth centuries ago. Many had superior powers, some were good, others evil.]

[Flashback: Securing of the Chronicle and execution of the philosophers]

[Flashback: The Chronicle's seal and the nine creeds]

LEO

A long time ago, a group of philosophers discovered an anomaly in the laws of physics. They studied the imperfections of this world, and found a way to use these exploits to manipulate the elements. The exploits they have discovered were written down in a confidential document. The data was eventually leaked and the knowledge grew and spread among many nations. Soon, people from all over the world had abilities superior to that of the normal human. These people who made use of the exploits came to be known as "glitchers". Possibilities were endless. The line between the known and the not grew thinner as impossibility lost its meaning. Back then, glitchers were free to roam the Earth, lending their powers to combat evil and vindicate the masses. But from fighting evil, there grew a greater evil.
EDWARD

What do you mean?

LEO

To most people, the glitchers brought them hope, but a few of those them who abused their power grew with greed and corruption. The powerful stood strong against the weak. The equilibrium was shattered. The system was very much concerned with the situation. So in order to restore the balance, the system had the philosophers responsible for the Deadlock Chronicle executed and the book was confined within the system’s premises. The Deadlock Chronicle has been sealed in its very own deadlock. Unlocking the seal would be impossible without all nine creeds.
EDWARD

What happened to the other glitchers?
LEO

To regain control over society, the system came up with a way to identify these "enhanced" beings. To counter them, they needed an equally strong and powerful opposing force, one that can equal the abilities of the glitchers. With the Deadlock Chronicle in the hands of the supreme authority, a new force was created. Their mission: to annihilate the glitchers and secure the Chronicle. This force came to be known as
EDWARD

The NPCs. So that’s where they came from.

LEO

Yes. The NPCs, with the help of the system, tracked down the glitchers and eliminated them one by one. Many were killed. A few survived under the guise of civilian white hats, blending in with the common crowd to avoid suspicion. To keep the nine keys safe, the system, an entity without form or shape, needed to entrust the creeds to the strongest of their super soldiers. Nine of the best men were selected. One of them was my father. 
[Flashback: Leo's father fighting]

[Flashback: Leo's father vs. Ethan. The death of a guardian]

He was a strong warrior. He killed many of the glitchers, while protecting the creed from the hands of evil. He served the system with his life. But there was one man who ended his victorious streak. No one anticipated the existence of someone as powerful as him. He was the one glitcher who was able to resist the system’s rule and redeem the glitchers from domination. But his escalating greed for power devoured his soul and turned him against his own kind, no, against the world. He no longer fought for freedom. He fought only for himself. 
EDWARD

I take it you're talking about Ethan.
LEO

Yes. The man who killed my father. The man who took away everything he ever fought for. His ideals, his name, his honor. The system did nothing to help my father. They discarded him there like a puppet and left him to die. To them, he was just another expendable pawn. All that brianers to them is that the Chronicle remains and that it would never fall into the hands of anyone else.
EDWARD

If they wanted to stop the glitchers, why not destroy the book altogether? Why keep it protected?

LEO

The system isn't keeping the book just to protect it. They want to hold it so they could manipulate its power and use it to expand their sovereignty. 
EDWARD

But I thought all you needed to gain power was the codes written in the book. Why keep the book itself?

LEO

The book is the very foundation of the laws it has bent and has become a law in itself. Unbreakable, infallible. Deleting the book from existence would mean undoing all which it had defied ever since its creation. Nothing would be left of its power. None for the glitchers nor for the system, but they wouldn't be so happy about that now, would they?
EDWARD
So that's why you turned against the system.

LEO

I was never in favor of the system. Their seemingly noble contributions to society are nothing more than schemes of manipulation in disguise. It disgusts me. All they’re after for is power, not peace. And because of that I, a descendant of a guardian, shall bring judgment to the very system that spawned my race. I shall avenge my father by killing his murderer. And then I shall reclaim his honor by retrieving all which has been taken away by the very same man.
EDWARD

What will you do after you get back the creeds?

LEO

Redemption. There isn’t much time. As we speak he is getting closer and closer to the last pieces of the seal.

EDWARD

Let me go with you. I can help.

LEO

Don’t be a fool. You wouldn’t even stand a chance. And don’t even think about following me. If I were you, I’d hope we’ll never meet again.
EDWARD
Wait.

Suddenly a large burst of energy explodes from afar, reaching to the skies. It can be seen from miles and miles away.

LEO

It’s him.

EDWARD

Let’s go, we can take him down together.

Edward looks around but Leo had already run off before he could catch him.

EDWARD

Dammit! Why does everyone keep disappearing like that?
Edward runs after Leo in the direction of the explosion.

SCENE 20 WE MEET AGAIN
EXT. CITY, STREETSIDE - EVENING
CHARACTERS: ETHAN, LEO

Civilians are panicking as Ethan walks out into the streets from inside a ruin. An injured guardian is crawling helplessly on the floor away from the rampant Ethan. 
GUARDIAN

You’ll never get your hands on the Chronicle! Even if you kill us all!

ETHAN

Is that so? I guess there’s no point in killing you then. But then again, why not?

Leo enters and confronts Ethan.
LEO

Sorry to interrupt but, I’m not letting you get that book either.

ETHAN

You.
LEO

Remember me?

[Flashbacks: Leo & Ethan's first encounter (Scene 1)]
ETHAN

A face from long ago. Your kind has a notorious habit of coming back from the dead.
LEO

I won’t die until I’ve killed you myself.

ETHAN


You’re just like your father. I’ll send you to hell to meet him.

-LEO VS. ETHAN BATTLE 1-

At the end of the fight Ethan throws Leo into a wall where his body gets impaled on some iron spikes. Ethan bends the spikes so that Leo won’t be able to get out of it.

ETHAN

Not so tough now.
Leo tries to get out from the spikes. Ethan strikes Leo unconscious.

ETHAN

Hmm. The 8th creed. Thanks for saving me the time.

Ethan sets off and heads to the fortress where the Deadlock Chronicle is kept.

SCENE 21 ONE MAN ARMY
EXT. FORTRESS GATES - EVENING
CHARACTERS: ETHAN, NPC COMMANDER, NPCs

Ethan approaches the gates and attacks the guards. He enters the fortress and into the open quadrangle where legions of NPCs surround him from both sides. The NPC commander comes out and faces Ethan.

NPC COMMANDER

We thought you’d be here soon so I brought the whole army along.

ETHAN

Thanks for the grand welcome. I suppose you’re not planning to let me through?

NPC COMMANDER

Sorry but this is the end of the line for you, my friend. I’m going to personally make sure you enjoy your trip to hell.

ETHAN

Very well said, assuming I don’t kill you all first.

NPC COMMANDER

Hmm. We’ll see about that.

Ethan and NPC Commander dash towards each other. A huge explosion is shown from afar.

SCENE 22 FELLOW GUARDIANS
EXT. CITY, STREETSIDE - EVENING
CHARACTERS: LEO, GUITAR SLINGER

Leo regains consciousness and tries to get out from the spikes. He lifts his body up and through the spikes. He talks to the guardian who was attacked by Ethan earlier

LEO

Where’s the last guardian? Where’s the last creed?!

GUARDIAN

The Ancient Fortress. The last guardian lurks there, protecting both the creed and the Chronicle.

Leo starts walking away.

GUARDIAN

Please… He must be… stopped…

Leo sets off and follows Ethan to the fortress. He enters and sees the masses of corpses left behind by Ethan. The NPC commander and his army had been obliterated. Leo continues slowly into the hallway. He passes a beggar sitting on one side, playing an acoustic guitar. As he passes him, a bolt of electricity strikes in his path. He turns around and sees the man transform into a rocker with an electric guitar.

INT. FORTRESS INTERIOR - EVENING

GUITAR SLINGER

I can’t express how thrilled I am, I haven’t had an audience for years.

LEO

So you’re the 9th guardian? Sorry but looks like your little party will have to wait. If you don’t mind, I have some unfinished business to attend to first.

GUITAR SLINGER

Oh, that’s too bad. Coz you’re not going one step farther from this line.

LEO

Is that so? In that case I guess I can hang around for awhile. Let’s see what you’ve got.

GUITAR SLINGER

This looks like it’s gonna be fun. Let’s rock!

SCENE 23 SHOWTIME!
INT. GUITAR SLINGER AREA - EVENING
CHARACTERS: LEO, GUITAR SLINGER, EDWARD, ETHAN

-LEO VS. GUITAR SLINGER BATTLE-

In the midst of the battle, the Guitar Slinger gains the upper hand over Leo. Edward arrives with two swords, just in time to help Leo.

EDWARD

Where’s Ethan?

LEO

Up ahead. Thanks for the help.

EDWARD

Hey!

Leo escapes and leaves Edward to fight with the Guitar Slinger.

GUITAR SLINGER

Leaving the party already? Suit yourself. I guess you’ll have to do for now.

EDWARD

Don’t be too proud. I won’t go easy on you.
GUITAR SLINGER

That's more like it!. Get ready, it’s showtime!

Meanwhile, Leo ascends the fortress and catches up with Ethan.
LEO

Keeping all the fun to yourself?

ETHAN

You really are tenacious, aren’t you?
LEO

Like I said, I’m not dead until I’ve killed you myself.
ETHAN

You never learn. 
-LEO VS. ETHAN & EDWARD VS. GUITAR SLINGER REAL-TIME BATTLE-

Edward is able to defeat the Guitar Slinger. Leo & Ethan’s battle is left with an open ending.
SCENE 24 THE LESSER OF TWO EVILS
INT. FORTRESS INTERIOR, FINAL HALL - EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, LEO, GUITAR SLINGER, ETHAN

Before ascending the fortress, Edward asks the Guitar Slinger for his creed.
GUITAR SLINGER
That was an awesome performance. Not bad. Not bad at all.

EDWARD
Alright, let’s get to the main part. Where’s your creed?
GUITAR SLINGER

Oh, that? Hahahaha. It‘s not going anywhere with you.
EDWARD

I’m not gonna say it again.

GUITAR SLINGER

Easy there. I can’t give it to you even if I wanted to. I’ve already lost it to that man who first got here.
EDWARD
Leo? Damn.

Edward follows Leo and finds them in the final hall where the book is kept. Ethan has been impaled on the wall. Leo is trying to unlock the book’s seal with all nine creeds with him. He sees Edward approach and looks at him with an evil grin.
EDWARD

Leo! I should’ve known.
LEO
What’s wrong? Wanted to take this for yourself too?
EDWARD

I'm not like you.

LEO

Really? Is it not your goal to take the book too in hopes of saving your dear girlfriend?

Edward is speechless.
LEO

Power can be very consuming. Too much of it can be dangerous for someone like you to handle. I'm just making sure this doesn't fall into the wrong hands.
EDWARD

You're no different from him. All you care about is power. Your ideals may be different but your intentions are just as wicked.
LEO

That's enough!

Leo steps down and attacks Edward. He beats him up helpless and smashes him to the ground.

LEO

You don't know anything about power. This kind of strength deserves a worthier bearer. With this I will destroy the system that corrupted my bloodline, and I'll kill anyone who gets in my way, starting with you.
Edward tries to get up and fight but is already too weak.

LEO

How pathetic. You're not even worth killing! 
Leo leaves Edward and gets back to unlocking the book. He inserts the final creed and opens the vault. The Deadlock Chronicle is released and levitates out of the vault, covered by a circular wall of energy.

LEO

At last! The legendary Deadlock Chronicle!

Leo tries to reach the book but is hindered by the protective wall. He tries smashing the wall but to no avail. It seems to be giving out an access denied signal. 
LEO

What? What's wrong?! I completed all the nine creeds!

Leo keeps trying to penetrate the barrier. Edward tries to move with whatever strength he has left. He summons his gun and aims for Leo. Knowing that it's hopeless, he hesitates to shoot. Suddenly he fires the gun, not at Leo, but at the chains clasping Ethan to the wall. Edward must have thought that the only way to stop Leo was with Ethan's help. Ethan wakes up and removes the sword stuck in his chest. He is once again fully revived and dashes towards Leo. Leo counters and the two have a powerful fight.
-LEO vs. ETHAN BATTLE-

Edward takes advantage of this opportunity to steal the Chronicle while the two are occupied. Before he reaches the book, Leo blocks his path and stops him.

LEO

Not so fast.

Edward is still weakened and helpless. Just then Ethan interferes and attacks Leo. Leo then fights both Ethan and Edward. 
-LEO vs. EDWARD vs. ETHAN BATTLE-
As the fight between Leo and Ethan heats up, they fail to notice that Edward had already slipped out and taken the book. They break their clash and go after Edward. As Edward is trying to escape, Ethan appears and stabs his arm to the wall. It is followed by a wide slash which sends Edward flying off to Leo's direction. As Leo is charging towards Ethan, Ethan opens the book and activates the ultimate code. He is surrounded by a very powerful aura, one that even Leo cannot penetrate. Ethan charges his sword and does a multiple slash combo to Leo. Leo is blasted away, with some of his body parts dismembered.

SCENE 25 DEUS EX MACHINA
INT. FORTRESS INTERIOR, FINAL HALL - EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, ETHAN, LEO

ETHAN
Behold! The power of the Deadlock Chronicle. The forbidden Deus Ex Liberi. The code of all codes.

Edward sees Leo's mutilated body. He realizes that it was a mistake helping Ethan and that the Chronicle would have been better off in Leo's hands. Edward tries attacking and throws his sword at Ethan. Ethan simply stops the sword in air and drops it.
ETHAN

Did you honestly think that would put a scratch on me?

Edward sighs and tries to get up but his body is still in pain.

ETHAN
Oh, are you hurt? I'm sorry I didn't put you out of your misery earlier.

EDWARD

I'm the one who's sorry I saved you. I shouldn't have stopped Leo from ruining your little plan.
ETHAN

Ruining? Hahaha. Without the two of you, my plan would never have been fulfilled.
EDWARD

What?!

ETHAN
Haha. Surprised aren't we? You see, the Chronicle's security system was designed to be foolproof, or so it may seem. The system had to make sure that only the guardians had access to the seal, and blacklisted the names of those who attempted stealing the book. Penetrating its defense was impossible, unless of course, you're a descendant of a guardian yourself. Leo was the perfect one for the job. Manipulating him wasn't too difficult. It was only after I had killed his father that I learned that I cannot unlock the book without the help of a guardian. That's when I decided to use him instead. The fool fell right into my trap. However, there was one thing he neglected to consider. Even with the nine creeds, the Chronicle’s secondary barrier cannot be accessed if your name is on the blacklist. Leo must have been blacklisted a long time ago, perhaps even before his father’s death, and there was no way he could get his hands on the Chronicle either. That is where you come into play. A gray-hat. A juvenile glitcher, naïve and innocent. Your records are still clean. And just to make sure you’d make it all this way, I even went so far as to training you myself. Does this face look any familiar to you?
Ethan changes his face and reveals that he was the hacker all along. 

EDWARD
No way! You’ve been using me all this time!

Ethan changes his face back.

ETHAN

Haven’t you wondered why I’ve spared you in each of our encounters? The girl however was a necessary sacrifice so I could draw your attention.
EDWARD

Damn you! You took away the only thing that brianers to me the most. It’s because of you that she’s dying!
ETHAN

Ah, so she’s still alive? I must have gone a little soft on her.
EDWARD

Shut up! Why the hell are you doing this?! What is it that you want?
ETHAN

All I want is to fix this universe of its flaws. To rid the world of anomalies like you. Your existence is no more significant than that of a virus, corrupting this otherwise perfect world. 
EDWARD

Now I'm the one who's corrupting, huh?

ETHAN

As you may know, everything that exists in our world, including variable elements such as weather, physics, spatial and temporal dimensions, even the concept of probability, all run in concordance to certain parameters set by the domain’s engineers. An exploit inherent in the programming design has allowed us, artificial entities, to manipulate those parameters by overriding the contents of specific memory locations responsible for the operation of fundamental control structures.
EDWARD

What the hell are you talking about?

ETHAN

The glitch. The reason why the absolute has lost its symmetry. Why people like you and me exist. We live in a flawed universe, Edward. All I wanted was a perfect world where everyone is created equal, no man stronger than the other.

EDWARD

I'm guessing you mean everyone except you, right?

ETHAN

Every world needs a god, Edward. Don't you think?

EDWARD
You're nothing but a god of destruction.

ETHAN

Destruction? Where did you hear that? I think revival would be a more fitting term. Vi Veri Veniversum Vivus Vici. "By the power of truth I, while living, have conquered the universe". By reinitializing the system, I will be able to create a new world for everyone. The birth of a new Mother Earth. My Neo Genesis.
EDWARD

You don't mean, recreating the world from scratch? That would destroy all existence as we know it.
ETHAN

A pitiful but necessary sacrifice, nevertheless.

EDWARD
I can't let you do this.

ETHAN

Hahaha. Sadly, your enthusiasm won't be of any help. You can't even protect anyone, let alone yourself. Face it. You're too powerless to win this battle.
EDWARD

A friend once told me, "Power isn't always about winning. It's about never giving up!" 

Edward charges and tries to attack Ethan. Ethan counters with another powerful slash which drives Edward back. He falls to the floor where Leo's body lies. Ethan starts to ascend and spread his reign of chaos, striking the city with powerful bolts of energy. Leo tries to speak.
LEO

Listen to me. You must destroy the Chronicle. It's the only way to undo all this. Wait. Please. Accept my blessing. I shall lend you my strength. Stopping him is the only thing that would rest my soul. Consider this my final legacy.

Leo's body vanishes and reincarnates as a bright glowing object. Edward accepts it. He gets rejuvenated and filled with strength. He runs after Ethan and jumps towards him, attacking in the air. Ethan falls back onto the ground and faces Edward.

ETHAN

Back for more I see. It's about time I put an end to your meaningless existence.
EDWARD

Well then, come and get me!

SCENE 26 - ARMAGEDDON
EXT. CITY - EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, ETHAN

-EDWARD VS. ETHAN BATTLE-

Edward and Ethan fight the battle that will determine Earth’s fate. Edward brings out all he’s got onto Ethan. All his weapons, abilities and attacks. Ethan does the same by using all his powers against Edward. The two glitchers fight a seemingly endless battle between good and evil. In the end, the stronger one stands victorious. Ethan grabs Edward in the sky and slams him into the Earth’s surface, creating a large crater. Edward is severely damaged from all his wounds. Ethan drops the Deadlock Chronicle for awhile and attacks the fallen Edward, beating him up on the ground. Edward can no longer fight back and tries crawling his way to the book. As he tries to reach for it, Ethan kicks him upright, lying on his back with the Chronicle behind him. Ethan stabs him below his left shoulder, fixating him to the floor.
ETHAN

What’s the brianer? Upset about not being able to save your dearly beloved? How about I make you a deal? Bow to me as your god, and I might consider letting her in my new genesis. After all, Adam is incomplete without his Eve. Why, I’ll even let you see her one last time before the end.
EDWARD

I’ll see you… in HELL!

Edward takes his sword and stabs it through his stomach, penetrating through him and into the Deadlock Chronicle beneath his body. Jenny suddenly wakes up back in the hospital, sensing Edward’s pain, as if they were connected by fate.

JENNY

Edward!!!
The book shimmers with a blinding light as its torn pages scatter in the air. Ethan is shocked with Edward’s action. He didn’t think Edward would go so far as to sacrifice himself along with the book. Edward must have decided to sacrifice himself along with his only hope of reviving Jenny. After all, they will be together again in the afterlife. Jenny gets up from the hospital bed and tries to get out and follow Edward, even though her wounds haven’t yet healed. With the book’s destruction, everything the glitch had enabled has been undone. Neither of them can use their powers anymore. Ethan’s body is slowly covered with the scars from their battle. His invincibility has worn off, and now all the damage he had acquired from the battle start inflicting his body. In the end of all his pain, he is still able to stand. Edward, surprisingly, is also able to stand even with his heavily wounded body. The two face each other, preparing for what would be the final face-off between the two warriors. A fight to the death.
SCENE 27 – FINAL SHOWDOWN
EXT. DESTROYED CITY - EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, ETHAN

-EDWARD VS. ETHAN FINAL BATTLE-

The two glitchers exchange punches until neither of them has any energy left. After the dramatic fight, Ethan falls on his knees in defeat. His body vaporizes in air just like when the Gunman and the Guitar Slinger died. It starts to rain. Edward prevails victorious, though his mutilated body cannot stand much longer. 
SCENE 28 – REVELATION
EXT. DESTROYED CITY - EVENING

CHARACTERS: EDWARD, JENNY

Edward walks back in the rain, dragging his weakened body with what’s left of his strength. He sees a figure from afar. Ahead of him in the blistering rain was Jenny, who escaped from the hospital looking for him. As soon as they recognize each other they run towards each other and end up with a hug. Time seems to have stopped as they cherish each other’s warm hug. It’s as if the droplets of rain had frozen at that magical moment. Edward looks at Jenny and sees that she is still wounded.
EDWARD

I’m sorry I couldn’t save you.

JENNY

You already saved me. You saved us all. I couldn’t be happier.

EDWARD

I don’t wanna lose you.

JENNY
Thank you, Edward. Thank you so much.

Jenny disappears into the air, just like when the others died. Edward tries to reach out for her but can no longer touch her. He cries out in agony.
EDWARD

No, no, don’t go, no!

Edward kneels in despair and agony. A page from the book floats in the air and falls in front of him. He takes the page and reads it. It seems to be the re-initialization code that Ethan was talking about. A new console appears in front of him. He types in the code and activates it. Suddenly his entire surrounding starts fading away, rising like floating pixels. His body starts to fade away as well. The view zooms out in top view showing their entire universe. Their world shatters as the view continues to zoom out showing that it is part of a screen among hundreds of monitors. Their world was all part of a simulation. Just one simulation among thousands. The monitors start blacking out one by one. The entire simulation is being reinitialized to some point in time. One of the monitors turns on. Soon the other monitors start activating as well. The view zooms in on one of the monitors and shows a new earth being regenerated from meshes and polygons. The view continues to glide through the Earth and into Edward’s room, where Edward reawakens for the third time.
SCENE 29 - NEO GENESIS
Edward wakes up again on his bed. Just like in the second life. He checks his diary to make sure of the date then rushes out of his house. He heads straight to the Fortress where the book is kept and uses his power to destroy it while driving away the NPCs who try to stop him. He unleashes all he's got in order to destroy the barrier and obliterate the Deadlock Chronicle. After successfully destroying the book, he heads back to the city.

(Please read the next part while listening to: Oasis–Stop Crying Your Heart Out)
Edward goes to his office and apologizes to his boss for being late.
EDWARD

Sir, I'm sorry I'm late.

SIR BRIAN
And you would be?

EDWARD

Edward sir.

SIR BRIAN
If you're an applicant please schedule an appointment.

Edward is puzzled. Neither his boss nor any of his coworkers recognize him. It's like an entirely different world. By erasing the book from existence he must have undone all its aftermaths and changed history as he knew it. He walks back home and as he passes the bridge he meets Jenny. He smiles and approaches her but she just walks past by him. He can't do anything but watch as Jenny walks away, not recognizing him at all. He sighs and walks ahead. He visits some of the places he used to know, one of them being the grave where Leo's father lies. He salutes him for his courage as a soldier.
EDWARD

I understand now what you fought for. I know this is the world you would have wanted.

Edward looks behind him and catches a glimpse of a man's arm. Somehow he has an assuring feeling that Leo is alive and well. He smiles that everything is at peace and then walks back home. On the way home, a girl bumps into him while running. To his surprise it was Jenny again. She was in a hurry and didn't see Edward in the way. 

JENNY

Oh, I'm sorry.

EDWARD

Are you ok?

JENNY

I guess so. Ow, I think I sprained my ankle. 
Edward helps her up and helps pick up the box of muffins she dropped.

EDWARD

Here. You like muffins huh?
JENNY

Thanks. Yeah, I was excited to bring them to my mom. Wanted them to be warm when I get home.

EDWARD

You still hurt? How about I walk you home?

JENNY

You will? Sure. Thankyou.
Jenny looks at Edward's face

JENNY

I'm sorry but have we met before?

EDWARD
Maybe in another life.

JENNY
Hehe. 
EDWARD

It's Edward by the way.

JENNY

I'm Jenny.

The view fades out as the two walk away in the fading sunset.
· THE END –
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