
�����������	
������
	�	����	����	 �	

���������	

���������������������� 		

������

������
 		Lifestyle - Technology  

Entertainment - Events 

  Your Local Bahraini Guide! 

July 2008 - Volume 1 - Issue 1 

SUMMERSUMMER  
IS HEREIS HERE  
How to beat How to beat   

the heatthe heat   

GETTINGGETTING  
AWAYAWAY  
Planning your Planning your   
next vacationnext vacation   

DON’T GET DON’T GET 
STUCK!STUCK!  
Preparing your car 
for the hot season 

Places to Go 

Things to Do 

Restaurants 

Movies 

And much more! 



�����������	
������
	�	����	����	 �	

���������	

���������������������� 		
	
������

������
 		Lifestyle - Technology - 

Entertainment - Events ©  

Welcome to our Welcome to our 
first issue!first issue!  
Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to HalaBahrain Magazine, the first and only  
e-magazine in Bahrain! We’ve had a lot brewing over  
the past few weeks, putting it all together to make  sure 
you all get your hands on the first copy! 
 
So what is this, I hear you ask? Well, it’s simply an online 
magazine; you receive it in your email inbox every 
month, or can download it direct from our website, 
and it covers local and regional lifestyle, events,   
entertainment, and so on!  
 
So how much does it cost you, our dear reader? Well , 
besides the generous donations we so gleefully  
encourage, you don’t have to pay a fils; the  
magazine is free, so if you haven’t already done so , 
sign up for it on our website, and tell your friend s and 
family to sign up too!  
 
Our first issue coincides with the travel season, s o we 
have a few useful holiday tips for all of you about  to 
leave the country. Even for those who won’t get a 
chance to leave the heat and humidity, don’t worry,  
we’ve covered enough events and places to go to 
keep you occupied, chilled out and relaxed. 
 
We would love to hear from you; send us your emails  
with thoughts about the magazine, letters, ideas. B est 
letter wins something (we haven’t decide quite what  
that is yet, so write to us, and you could be the f irst to 
know!). We’ve also got a few competitions, so join in 
and you could be a winner. 
 
Happy Reading! 
 
 
Ammar Al-Aradi 
Editor In Chief 

The Team 
 

Editor-in-Chief  
Ammar Al-Aradi 

 
Creative Director 

Fardan Raffi 
 

Editor 
Eyad Ebrahim 

 
 

Copyright Information 
© All Rights reserved. This  
publication may not be  

reproduced or transmitted in 
any form in whole or in part 

without the written permission 
of the publisher. Liability: While 
every care has been taken in 

the preparation of this  
magazine, the publishers  

cannot be held responsible for 
the accuracy of the  

information herein, or any  
consequence arising it.  

 
 

HalaBahrain is published 
monthly; for a free subscription, 
or to download a copy, please 
visit www.halabahrain.com. For 

advertising and all enquiries, 
please contact 

admin@halabahrain.com 
 

www.HalaBahrain.com 
admin@halabahrain.com 
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Tempted by Music: Army of One, live 
in concert alongside DJ Outlaw and 
Desert Heat. 
Location:  Coral Beach  
Timing:      7:00pm - Midnight  
Contact:    +973 - 36888380 / 36665098 

17 July 

�����	

Alex Gaudino DJ-set Live, featuring 
his hit single, Destination Calabria. 
Location:  Diplomat Hotel  
Timing:      8:00pm Onwards  
Contact:    +973-39684343 / 36695933 

Summer Camp @ Marina Club; arts & 
craft, Taekwondo, karate, swimming, 
drawing, field trips, and much more. 
Location:  The Marina Club  
Timing:      8:00am - Noon  
Contact:    +973 - 17291527 / 39600475 

Bahrain Road Runners Summer Series 
Location:  Awali Cinema Car Park  
Timing:      5:30pm  
Contact:    +973-17689320 / 39685547 

Lost Paradise of Dilmun Waterpark, 
summer timings 
Location:  Lost Paradise of Dilmun  
Timing:      10:00am - 8:00pm  
Contact:    +973 -  17845100 

Summer Splash Pool Party: Dancing 
and partying with DJ Rob and guests 
Mo & Tracy.  
Location:  Gulf Hotel, Pool Side  
Timing:      9:00pm onwards  
Contact:    +973 - 17713000 

9 July 

3 July - 31 July 

1 July - 31 August 

Music lessons; vocals, piano, violin, 
keyboard, guitar, drums and more 
Location:   Kalabhavan Music & Arts  
                   Center, Adliya  
Contact:     +973 - 17717271  

1 July - 31 August 

1July -  31 Aug 

11 July 

News, Events &News, Events &   
HappeningsHappenings   

                            July is usually the mon th most   
                    people decide to take off and  
              leave the country, as everything slow s  
         down to a trickle. Our generally hot & hum id summers,  
     coupled with the intense dust storms we’ve bee n having  
   over the past month makes anyone want to take a break  
   and get away. 
 
For all of you left behind, there’s still quite a b it going on; besides 
the regular restaurant hopping and shopping mall ba sking, we 
have Alex Gaudino  performing at the Diplomat Hotel on the 9th of 
July, and Army of One  from Kuwait live in concert at Coral Beach 
on the 17th.  
 
For the kids, there are a number of summer camps an d hobby  
centers to help spend their time creatively, and fo r all those who 
want to take a dip and get away from the heat, you have the Gulf 
Hotel Pool Party, and the Lost Paradise of Dilmun W ater Park (now 
also offering specific days for women only). 
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It’s time to make a big splash, 
as the Lost Paradise of Dilmun 
Water Park extends it’s timings 
for the summer period; from 
June to August, park visitors 
can enjoy extended operating 
hours, from 10am to 8pm every 
day of the week.  
 
As the biggest water park in 
the region, there’s something 
for everyone. Whether you 
want to enjoy a thrill ride on the 
Speed Slides, cruise down the 
Paradise River, relax in the  

Oasis Pool, or try any of the 14 
rides and attractions, the park 
will definitely have enough en-
tertainment to keep you occu-
pied throughout the day. With 
a variety of food outlets, there 
is always something to whet 
your appetite around the park.  
 
Entrance fees are BD13 for any-
one over 1.2m, and BD5 for 
anyone under 1.2m. Ladies 
only Thursdays from 7:00pm-
11:00pm. For more details, call 
The Lost Paradise at 17 845-100.  

���������	�����	

SUMMERSUMMER  SPLASH!SPLASH!  
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                Show ‘em What You Got!Show ‘em What You Got!   
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T he finals of the Nestle 
Show ‘em What You Got 

talent show were held at 
the Baen Saeng Thai  
Auditorium on June 17th. 
The twelve finalists were 
chosen from hundreds of 
participants, who were  
filtered down from auditions 
to semi-finals over a period 
of two months, and put on 
quite a show that night. 
 
Each participant was given 
up to five minutes to 
perform their given talent. 

There was everything from 
guitarists to flute players,  
rappers and soul singers, to 
salsa and break dancers. 
The show was a great  
success, with the halls filling 
up all the way till the end of 
the show.  
 
If you missed this show, not 
to worry; next years event 
promises to be even bigger 
and better!  
 
 
Images courtesy of BahrainTalent.com  
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Located in the heart of the busy 
Adliya restaurant corner, The 
Meat Co is a great place to grab 
a steak and have a good night 
out.  
 
Surrounded by cutting edge  
décor, the atmosphere feels 
more like a trendy hotspot in  
New York or London, and  
attracts both locals and  
foreigners alike, especially on 
weekend nights. 
 
 

The menu is extensive, covering 
everything from salads, pasta, 
chicken, seafood, and of course 
the best cuts of meat, grilled per-
fectly to your taste. The service is 
excellent, and the waiters are 
friendly and Knowledgeable. 
 
Definitely a spot to visit for a 
great meal, especially on a 
weekend (be sure to make  
reservations). For more details, 
call The Meat Co. at 17 742-080.  

���������	������	#��	

          TheThe  
Meat Co.Meat Co.   

PizzabellaPizzabella   

Probably one of the most  
understated places to eat on the 
island, Pizzabella makes the best 
effort to bake your pizza ‘ Justa 
Like Mama Used to Make ’.  
 
With two outlets, in both Hamala 
and Juffair, the restaurant is not 
as exposed as it could be if it was 
located in the heart of Adliya or 
a shopping mall, but then, that is 
a good thing. Since it doesn’t get 
too packed, you can always be 
sure that every pizza is perfected, 
as compared to your other mass-
production pizza joints. 

Although the surroundings are 
simple, they remain stylish,  
feeling more like a local New 
York joint than a pizza place in 
Bahrain. With 17 types of pizza 
and some tasty sides and salads, 
you get quite a bit of choice on 
the menu, and from what we’ve 
tried so far, they all seem to be 
great.  
 
They also deliver, so just incase 
you don’t feel like getting up and 
driving there, give Pizzabella a 
call at 17 827-133.  
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    CRC 2000cc CRC 2000cc 
Final Round Final Round   

Last month witnessed the final round 
of the 2000cc championship at the 
Bahrain International Circuit.  After a 
competitive and exciting season, the 
last race day proved to be the 
cherry on top, as the drivers gave it 
all they had to make the most points 
from this round.  
 
Besides the 2000cc races, the Circuit 
Racing Club also held a ‘bracket 
race’ event for it’s regular members, 
with a good turn out for hot summer 
day. Overall, the event was  
successful, with many people show-

ing up to congratulate the winners, 
and commiserate those who didn’t 
make it.  
 
The next season starts right after the 
summer, so for more information on 
race days, or to participate in the 
events, visit www.crcbahrain.com 
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For info on future CRC  

events, visit:  
www.CRCbahrain.com  
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        Diyar AlDiyar Al   
MuharraqMuharraq   

L aunched this month 
was the project for a 

unique city intended for 
the people of Bahrain, 
offering a wide range of 
housing options and  
quality lifestyle for all  
layers of society. Diyar Al 
Muharraq is to offer a solid 
mix of residential &  
commercial properties, 
with around 30,000  
properties housing over 
100,000 people. 
 
Situated on the northern 
shores of Muharraq, it’s 
amenities will include over 
40km of waterfront,  
together with sandy 
beaches - among the 

most extensive publicly-
accessible waterfront in 
the Kingdom - as well as 
all the elements one  
expects from a complete 
community, including 
schools, medical centers, 
parks, sports facilities, and 
a wide selection of retail 
services, all supported by 
a high standard of  
infrastructure services. 
 
The first facilities are  
expected to be ready in 
2010. Anticipated total 
investment value of the 
project is BHD1.2 billion  
(US $3.2 billion), with KFH 
as the main investor.  

                    Telecom Growth 
                 The Middle East and  
          Africa region has the highest  
      growth rates in terms of consumer  
   telecom; global trends suggest 5.7%  
  annual revenue growth over the next     
 five years, while countries in the Mid-East    
    are set to grow at more than double  
      that. The global consumer telecom  
       market is expected to reach US$  

          2 trillion in global revenues 
                  by 2010. (In-Stat) 

Ithmaar Launches NaseejIthmaar Launches Naseej   
  B ahrain-based Ithmaar 

Bank has successfully led 
a consortium of nine  
regional institutional investors 
to launch Naseej, a fully  
integrated infrastructure and 
real estate development 
company, designed to meet 
the housing needs of the 
people of Bahrain.  
 
Although the new company 
has authorized capital of 
BD2 billion, and paid up 
capital of BHD300 million, 
Khalid Janahi, Ithmaar Bank 
Chairman, has said that it 
could raise more money in 
the near future to cope with 
the vast opportunities in the 
market.  
 
 
 

Sixty percent of the paid up 
capital will be provided by 
the founding shareholders: 
Ithmaar Development  
Company, Social Insurance 
Organization, Al Safat  
Investment Company, BBK, 
Eskan Bank, Venture Capital 
Bank, Palm Capital, Eskan 
Bank, and Shamil Bank. The 
remaining forty percent will 
be raised though an IPO 
later this year.  
 
Naseej’s services will include 
construction and develop-
ment, manufacturing and 
importing building materials, 
facility management  
services, real estate  
consultancy, mortgage  
services, and marketing  
advisory services. 

The initial private placement for First 
Energy Bank was finalized at US$1  
billion due to great increase in  
investor demand, Gulf Finance House 
announced this month. The bank’s core 
activity in the oil and gas sector will  
include purchase of shares in private 
companies, direct investment, Islamic 
financing, financial advising and asset 
management.  

First Energy First Energy 
Bank hits $1bnBank hits $1bn   

Saudi to Boost Oil OutputSaudi to Boost Oil Output   
S audi Arabia announced it is to 

increase it’s oil production by 
a further 200,000 barrels a day in 
July, shortly after a 300,000 barrel  
increase last month. This brings 
the total increase to half a million 
Barrels since May. This move 
came through increased pressure 
to boost output, although it 
seems to have failed to temper 

global oil prices.  
 
Without specific commitment 
from other Opec members, the 
market considers that Saudi  
Arabia’s move would not be 
enough to meet soaring  
demand, especially from fast-
growing emerging economies 
such as China and India. 
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TRAVEL TIPSTRAVEL TIPS  
The travel season is 
upon us once again, 
so it’s time to pack 
those bags, book 
those tickets, and 
get going to your 
favorite destination! 
 
Unfortunately, the 
process of travelling 
isn’t always straight-
forward and smooth, 
as there’s always an 

incident or two that 
could turn your holi-
day into a head-
ache. Not to fear 
though! The crew 
here at HalaBahrain 
have put together a 
number of vital tips 
to make your vaca-
tion pass by a little 
smoother! 

Baggage 
I recommend carrying just one bag which 
you can carry onto the plane. This way, it’s  
                         less likely to get lost or  broken,  
                           and gives you the freedo m of  
                               moving around as you  wish;   
                                          you can e asily carry it  
                                            on or o ff trains, buses  
                                             and ta xi’s, and last  
                                              minut e changes to  
                                            travel plans become  
                                       simpler. 

Packing Misc Items 
Most people pack for the worst scenario; don’t. 
Pack for the best scenario, and if you get stuck, y ou 
can always buy one item that you end up needing 
rather than lugging around an extra 10 that you 
don’t need. After all, you can find almost anything  
you want anywhere nowadays (unless you’re hiking 
across the North Pole). Also, don’t pack  
items just because you’re going to use  
them; pack items that you’re  
going to use very frequently.  
It’s not justified lugging around  
your full scuba diving kit around  
for two weeks if your going to use them for one day . 

Packing Clothes 
Pack light! Clothes will take up the bulk of  
                         your luggage, so minimize by  
                              carrying less and was hing  
                              more often as you tra vel.  
                               You’re also probably   
                              going to buy some on the  
                              way, so the less you start  
                              off with, the better!  

Before Flying 
A set of precautionary measures you should take to 
avoid emergencies; make two copies of all your  
passports, travel documents, and so on, as well as lists 
of contact numbers, traveler checks numbers, etc. 
Keep one copy at home, and take one along with 
you (keep separate from your actual passport, ticke ts, 
etc!) This way, if any of the above is lost or stol en, it is 
easier to replace and to prove that you are the  
actual owner.  
 
Also, make sure to take out travel insurance. For a  
small fee, your insurance company can give you 
peace of mind in the case of loss of baggage, misse d 
flights, emergency medical care, and so on. 

Read up on your Destination 
If it’s your first time travelling to a specific de stination, a 
few hours of reading up on it before-hand will do  
wonders when you get there. There are a multitude o f 
online guides, and you can get advice from actual  
travelers talking about how to find transport, wher e the 
good places to visit are, what to avoid, and so on.   
Nothing like visiting a very important sight on you r trip, 
and being told that you should have reserved online  two 
weeks in advance to see it (speaking from experienc e).  

Avoiding Theft 
Blend in; wearing excessive jewelry or dressing 
differently from the locals makes you a good 
target for thieves. Keep camera’s out of sight 
when you’re not using them, and take bland 
bags rather than luxurious luggage. If you rent 
a car, try to make it look local by not keeping 
any tourist information or maps lying around.  
 
Get a money belt; this is a small hidden pouch 
you wear under your pants or skirt.  
Only take it out when necessary, 
and keep a few small bills for  
regular expenses and spending 
in your pocket. 

                  Airport Regulations 
             These change every now  
       and then, so make sure to read 
    up on the regulations of all airports     
  you will be passing through. They may  
   have certain restrictions on what you      
       can and cannot carry with you  
           onto the plane, especially  
                            toiletries. 

���������	
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G etting away from the hot, desert 
climate of Bahrain’s summer is a 

bit of a chore. Since the surrounding 
countries offer more of the same, 
those who want to escape usually re-
sort to flying thousands of miles, run-
ning off to Europe or to the Far East. 
However, there is a nearby solution; on 
the southern border of Oman, lies the 
town of Salalah. Although close to the 
Arabian Desert, Salalah enjoys a 
pleasant climate through most of the 
year, and is subject to monsoons 
(called Khareef) between June and 
September.  
 
Visiting Salalah in the summer is an  
experience in itself; going by bus from 
Muscat, visitors can literally witness the 
change in climate as they enter the 
town. The hot, sunny skies are  
replaced with a cool, cloudy  
atmosphere, and the yellows and 
greys of the desert are transformed 
into lush green forests and mountains.  

SALALAH,    SALALAH,      
        OMANOMAN   

Besides the pleasant weather and 
scenic beauty, Salalah is also 
known for it’s frankincense produc-
tion; you can pick up frankincense 
in one of the many souqs around 
Salalah, and frankincense trees 
can be seen growing around the 
area. The area also produces a 
large amount of coconuts and 
bananas, so make sure to try some 
from one of the many local street 
vendors. 
 
Salalah gets busy during the mon-
soon season, as visitors from the 
surrounding areas stop by to get 
away from the summer heat; this is 
also the time for the annual 
Khareef Festival, where Salalah’s 
roads are filled with entertainment, 
music, and dance. Other attrac-
tions include the extensive wildlife 
and nature. Salalah’s climate sup-
ports wild animals such as leop-
ards, mongooses and hyenas 
which are not naturally found in 
the region. There town also offers 
excellent opportunities for bird 
watchers. 
 
The choices for accommodation 
are plenty, ranging from budget 
hostels, to luxurious five-star hotels. 
Definitely a close and ideal way to 
escape the summer holiday, give 
Salalah a visit! 
 
Photography by: Raed AlShaji 
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MASERATI  GRANTURISMO  SMASERATI  GRANTURISMO  S  

A year after unveiling the GrandTurismo, Maserati i s 
back with the GranTurismo S, it’s ultimate expressi on of 
the marque’s sportiness.  
 
Powered by a naturally aspirated V8 4.7 engine, the  
GranTurismo S generates a whopping 440HP, typical 
of the high performance DNA of Maserati cars, and 
along with it’s electro-actuated gearbox makes this  
lady a beast in disguise. 
 
Look behind the large 20” rims, and you’ll notice t he 
high performance Brembo brake system; front brake 
discs made with dual-cast technology, paired with 
aluminum mono-bloc 6-piston brake calipers, ensures  

optimized braking in all situations. 
 
Following the beautiful lines of the GranTurismo, t he S 
has minor aesthetic modifications that, although  
discrete, give the car a much sportier look, withou t 
abandoning the original sleek and masterful  
Pininfarina design. 
 
The interior, upholstered in Poltrona Frau leather and 
Alcantara reflects the luxurious, sporty flair of t he 
GranTursimo S, and the figure hugging seats make fo r 
a classy, comfortable ride. 
 
For information, call Euro Motors, +973 - 17 750-75 0. 

 With Bahrain’s  
 summer in full   
 effect, you might  
 be feeling a little   
 uncomfortable,  
 but your car is 

definitely feeling the heat. A quick check-up on th e 
following now can save you a lot of grief and troub le, 
and maybe even expensive repairs, later: 
 
1- Cooling System:  These are usually the first to suffer 
during the hot weather. Check that the system has n o 
leaks, is fully topped up, and the fans are working  fine. 
 
 2– Air Conditioner:  The A/C compressor usually works 
harder during summers because it’s always being 
switched on and off. Make sure  it’s running fine, and 
that the A/C gas is topped up. 
 

 3– Tires: The amount of friction on the roads, coupled 
with the blazing summer heat, means your tires need  to 
be in premium shape during the summer. Make sure 
they are in good condition, and check your tire pre s-
sure while you’re at it.  
 
4– Battery: Car batteries have a larger chance of fail-
ing during the hot, humid summers. Make sure the ba t-
tery is in good condition, and to clean off any cor rosion 
on the battery posts and cables.  
 
5– Overall Service:  Making sure your car is fully serviced 
is never a bad idea. Most mechanics will also check  up 
on other parts of the car during service, and let y ou 
know if it needs any specific work.  

SUMMER AUTO TIPSSUMMER AUTO TIPS  
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After years of wait-
ing by Metal Gear 

Solid fans, MGS4 was 
finally released, and 

boy oh boy were we in 
for a surprise. The game 
is a masterpiece of de-
sign, with attention to 
detail, and the cut 
scenes, even though 
very long, are again a 
work of art. 

We recommend playing 
the first 3 MGS before 
getting your hands on 
the fourth edition, else-
wise the story will hardly 
make any sense. 

This new MGS comes 
with a few new treats, 
the most significant be-
ing Online Multiplayer 
option. Do not expect 

Call of Duty 4 type of ac-
tion, however, as the 
game is more strategic, 
making it more like Rain-
bow Six Vegas at a 
slower pace. The fun fac-
tor is priceless, especially 
for die hard MSG fans; 
after all, you do get to 
play Snake and that’s all 
that matters, right? 
 

METAL GEAR SOLID 4METAL GEAR SOLID 4  
(�'���	

Battlefield: Bad Company: We loved 
the Battlefield games before, and we 
loved BF:BC’s Demo. The completely 
destructible environment is second to 
nothing, the game play is never short 
of action, and the game is a definite 
must-have for the online player. 

       Release date: June 23, 2008 

Graphics:  9.5/10  - The game looks 
amazing, the cut scenes are academy-
award worthy and the environment 
looks more realistic than any other 
game in it’s league.  
 
Game play: 8/10  - If only the cut 
scenes were shorter, and that time 
spent in action, this game would have 
gotten a full score.  

Sound: 9/10  - The sound track was 
tastefully done, and the sound effects 
near perfect; all that we would expect 
from a game that took years in  
production.  
 
Online: 7/10 - Unfortunately very slow 
for fast-paced shooter game addicts.  

Overall: we give this game a well deserved 9/10, a big well done to Konami and Kojima.  

NEW & UPCOMING RELEASESNEW & UPCOMING RELEASES  

Unreal Tournament III (Xbox 360):           
From the makers of Gears of War,      
think of this game as Halo on three 
cans of Red Bull and more steroids 
than a race horse. The UT series were 
massive hits in the charts when they 
were first released, and we expect 
nothing less from this third installment.  

Release date: July 7, 2008 

Game ReviewGame Review   

Gaming Section Brought to you By: 
www.KrazyKamel.net  
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WIN TICKETS TO WIN TICKETS TO   
THE LOST PARADISE!THE LOST PARADISE!  

Need to cool down from the summer heat? The Lost 
Paradise of Dilmun is the place to go! We’re giving  
our readers the chance to win 2 tickets to the wate r-
park, just by answering this simple question: 

When did the Lost Paradise of Dilmun open? 

a) July 2006 

b)  September 2007 

c)  May 2008 

 

Email your answer, stating your name, mailing addre ss 
and daytime phone number to: 

admin@halabahrain.com 

stating ‘Lost Paradise Competition’ as the subject.  
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3G
 iP

ho
ne

3G
 iP

ho
ne

  
Y es, after a long awaited year, the iPhone 

2.0 finally brings with it 3G technology, 
and an overall improved phone to the mar-
ket.  The 3G means the phone now browses 
a lot faster, making up for the comparatively 
slow EDGE connection in the previous 
model. It also has GPS now, and can run 
third party apps with no issues.  
 
The price is also quite surprising, marketed at 
just $199 for an 8GB version and $299 for the 
16GB. This however is a bit useless to us here 
on the other side of the world, as you only 
get those prices when you purchase an AT&T 
contract with it in the US. On the bright side, 
the phone is to be sold globally, with some 
countries selling unlocked versions (a little 
more expensive).  
 
Unfortunately, there are still  issues we had 
with the original iPhone left unaddressed. 

There’s still no mention of MMS, no front fac-
ing camera, and no video recording. It 
would be interesting to see whether Apple 
decide to tackle these issues, or just ignore 
the whole idea. 
 
As for when and where you can get it, 11 
July is the release date for 22 countries in-
cluding the US, most European countries, 
and a few others. Later down the year, it 
seems Qatar will be the only country in the 
Gulf destined to receive an official shipment, 
and that should be sometime later down the 
year. We’ll post more news on this as it 
comes. 

Sony Vaio TR5AP 
 
The priciest out of the group, the Vaio TR5AP 
gives the best performance and full features. 
with a 1.1Ghz  processor and  
1GB of RAM crammed inside,  
as well as a DVD writer, and a  
10.6” screen, there’s really  
little to fault here. Probably  
the best multimedia mini- 
laptop you can buy,  
the TR5AP weighs in at  
almost 1.4kg.  If you can  
afford the BD1,100+ price tag, 
 this really does give you everything you need in 
the tiniest possible package. 

Asus Eee PC 
 
The smallest, as well as the 
cheapest of the bunch, the Eee 
weighs just 0.9 kilos and can be 
bought for around BD170. Used 
strictly for basic applications, 
internet browsing, chatting and 
so on will not raise any issues, 
but try to push the specs to pro-
duce more, and you will proba- 

                           bly be left disappointed . With only 512Kb 
                            RAM and a 900mhz Celero n processor, the  
                              specs aren’t what you  would call top of  
                                   the line, but th e customized Linux OS  
                                          manages t o make the best of it, run-  
                             ning almost seamlessly . With very limited disk  
                       space (4GB), you won’t be ab le to save  your  
                      entire music, movie, and phot o collection there, 
but again, that’s not what the Eee was meant for. O verall, if 
you want an ultra light and ultra portable laptop f or cheap, 
that gives you all the features to complete basic t asks, it’s a 
definite must-have.  

HCL MiLeap V Series 
 
HCL’s aggressive attempt into the ultra-portable 
market, the MiLeap comes with 
an 800Mhz processor, 1GB of  
RAM, 7” screen, and lots of  
goodies ranging from a  
swivel, touch screen panel  
to even a 80GB hard- 
drive. Priced at  
around 300BD, you really do  
get quite a lot in a tiny package.   

JVC MP-XV841 Mini Notebook PC 
 
                              Marking JVC’s entry i nto the ultra-portable  
                             PC market, this laptop  does the job very,  
                             very well. Weighing in  at just under 1.5kg,  
                            you get a 1Ghz processo r, 256Mb RAM,  
                                     40GB hard-driv e, and a DVD-ROM/CD-     
RW drive.                  Overall, a great little machine, priced at 
around 800BD. 

In today’s world, when you’re 
looking for a laptop, the biggest 
and fastest isn't necessarily the 
best. The most recent trend 
seems to be the ultra-compact 
laptop; tiny devices that, al-

though are small, 
carry almost all the 
basic functions of a 
regular laptop, but 

in a much more compact body. 
Easily portable without having to 
lug around a huge laptop, here 
are four of the offerings you can 
find in Bahrain: 

MiniMini --LaptopsLaptops   
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  WALL - E 

 
  From Disney Pixar, the  

 creators of Finding Nemo,  
 comes WALL - E, the story of  

 a robot left behind on Earth,  
  after mankind leaves the  
 planet. After hundreds of lonely 
 years of doing what he was  
built for, WALL*E discovers a  
new purpose in life and goes  
on a journey across the  
Universe. 
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  The Dark Knight 
 
The follow-up to the action hit 
"Batman Begins," "The Dark Knight" 
reunites director Christopher Nolan  
and star Christian Bale, who re-
prises the role of Batman/Bruce 
Wayne in his continuing war on  
crime. 
 

  Hancock 
 
A hard-drinking lush finds himself thrust 
into superhero mode in director Peter 
Berg's unconventional look at the  
private life of a crime-fighter. Will Smith 
stars as the embittered do-gooder 
whose lifestyle is more akin to a rock 
star than a role model, and who has 
grown as disillusioned with his once-
admiring public as they have of him. 

   Get Smart 
 
When the headquarters of U.S. spy 
agency Control is attacked and the 
identities of its agents compromised, 
 the Chief (Alan Arkin) has no choice 
but to promote his ever-eager analyst 
Maxwell Smart (Steve Carell), who has 
always dreamt of working in the field 
alongside stalwart superstar Agent 23 
(Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson).  
 

                        New & New &   
  Upcoming MoviesUpcoming Movies   

New Music ReleasesNew Music Releases   

Back after losing the sales battle against Kanye 
West last year, 50 Cent brings his best along 
with G-Unit in this new album. With Timbaland, 
Swizz Beatz, Ron Brownz, Polow Da Don and 
Eminem all having a hand in production, means 
this just might be the best hiphop album  
released this year so far. 

Forgiven is the third album from the Grammy 
Award winning multi platinum artist. If you aren’t 
familiar with Los Lonely Boys, they play a style of  
music combining elements of Rock'N'Roll, Blues, 
Soul, and Tejano. Definitely worth a listen. 

To say there has been a lot of anticipation for 
Coldplay’s fourth album is an  understatement. 
Having enlisted legendary producer Brian Eno, 
borrowed their album title from a painting by 
renowned Mexican artist Frida Kahlo and made 
tantalizing remarks about sonic reinvention, the 
world has been curious to hear what the ‘new’ 
Coldplay might sound like. Viva La Vida  defi-
nitely makes some departures from the band’s 
usual formula, which happens to be one of the 
most commercially successful rock-pop blue-
prints of recent years. 

Los 
Lonely Boys:  

Forgiven 

G-Unit:  
Terminate on 

Sight 

Coldplay:  
Viva La Vida 
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 		Lifestyle - Technology - 

Entertainment - Events ©  

 
 

www.HalaBahrain.com 
admin@halabahrain.com 

 

Hope you all enjoyed our first issue! Hopefully ove r the 
coming few months, we will be covering more events,  
reviewing more places to go, things to do, restaura nts, 
fashion, and a lot more, so keep your eyes peeled! 
 
 
We would love to hear from you; send us your feed-
back, what you liked, what you didn’t, and if you h ave 
any ideas or specific articles you would like to se e here. 
We’ll publish the best letters, and the best of the  best 
wins a prize! 
 
 
If you haven’t already joined the competition, join  in 
(on page 16), and answer a simple question to win t wo 
tickets to the Lost Paradise, and get away from the  
summer heat. Future issues of the magazine will hav e 
even more chances to win. 
 
 
If you’d like to contribute to the magazine and see  
your name in print, please let us know! Send us a  
sample of an article you wrote, and if we like it, well 
post it up for the next issue!  
 
 
Thanks for reading, tell your friends and family, a nd get 
them to sign up on www.HalaBahrain.com for a free 
copy of the magazine in their email inbox every mon th!  
 
 
That’s all for this month folks, till next time! 
 
 

Thanks for Thanks for   
Joining Us!Joining Us!   
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