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—Onlyv.the dregs uf Labatt's brewery.
- remain 21-the corner of Guw. L
“and Diseovery sireels-——
After more than eight decades of

—non-stop beerproduction — it was the
bremery..

oldest centinuously operated
in B,€.— the demolition of the stori-
~cal building was completed this week.
In recent years, it turned out 3.3 mil-
~lion dozen bottles of brew annuzTy.

~ Brewery

Labat’s \pukv\man I-.ar] Beard said.

The cornerstoné. {or the bru.k .and
stone Building was{aid March 7;
and the brewery opened as the \1c-

toria Erewing and Ice Co. in 1896, The

brewery cost $60,000 to build.
The hrewery did more than provide

. thirstz Victorizans with cool beer. Sev-
-eral times a day a steam. whistle

n from a CPR boal accordmg
ler _’i&erﬁh 1 ba

= La ba t:_,_{lu__sf_"y as Lthe best

g

Jan-11.-1983 —

goes down the

ployee_ for_more than 40 \cars oo
signalled the noon hour, quitting time
and a 9:30 p.mocurfes

The whistle also heralded major
events, such as the &
Victoria in 1901.

In 1968, a rotating neon time and
temipbrdture sign was perched atop
Lhe_bui]ding as part of a restoration

ath~of Queen—

The sign was \1\|b!c for miles, but it
came down in 1975 when city council
banned rooftop signs. That year, La-
batt spent $200,000 on a facelift which

returned the building to its turn-of-the-

century appearance.

The three-ton. wrought iron gates
that hung at the Government Street
cn‘tm'm:“cretherewhenthebre. Ty

huldwn But in

Jan 24,1983

emolit‘i'o

~wanting to_ensure’

n

between, they spenf a ru vears in

hiding at Shawnigan Lake.
During an early renovation,
gates were_removed and \pcﬁho't
hey ived it,
took them up to Shawnigan L
They remained there for vears unu[

he sold them to the Dutch Latch res-

taurant on the Malahat.
“When Labatt’s remodelled later

" (in 1975) they bought the gates back.

'hc'.

atc

s how much they paid for

%

bottle of brew was capped

i{i] ol‘ the 80 emplayees that
uor\ed 2t the brewerywhen if closed
are now employed at the Vietoria La-

batt's distribution centre. Beer for
Vancouver Island is produced &t the
New Westminster plant. S

Eeb.9,-1983

fan McKain phatos



