[image: image1.jpg]FERTILE <

N




Position Paper:  
Positive Visioning

A lie will easily get you out of a scrape, and yet, strangely and beautifully, rapture possesses you when you have taken the scrape and left out the lie.  - Charles Edward Montague, Disenchantment
As members of Fertile Ground—an organization seeking the dismantling of industrial civilization—we occasionally hear such criticisms as, “That sounds so negative,” or, “Where’s the positive visioning?” After continually defending our commitments, we feel compelled to reframe dialogue surrounding positive visioning and include all perspectives of the natural world. Also important, this piece acts as a defense for an individual’s right to speak honestly.

As far as we’ve seen practiced, positive visioning describes the recognition of and preference for ideas, movements, and solutions appearing “positive” (a.k.a. rosy and optimistic). Some activists suggest that only work committed out of this perspective can bring enough people together to succeed, or that any group working out of a “negative” perspective is likely to lose sight of their goals and fall off track. These activists generally characterize negative visioning as any acknowledgement of the future as undesirable—population crashes, resource wars, etc.—or approaching activism with “negative” emotions—anger, fear, or sadness.
Living in the endgame of industrial civilization where, as Paul Hawken puts it, “every living system is in decline and the rate of decline is accelerating,” we find it horribly disrespectful to suggest that so-called negative thinking is inappropriate. Living systems comprise the foundation of physical and emotional life on the planet—we enter into relationship with land and water, intimately exchanging soul and substance. We care for them. And just as we would never tolerate someone telling a mother mourning the death of her child to stop thinking negatively, we do not tolerate rhetoric implying that activists and individuals cannot hold pain in their hearts and simultaneously be successful. In contrast, we strongly encourage humans to explore the wide-range of feelings that the ecological crisis unveils. Inherent in our encouragement is the understanding that we as humans are elaborate and mature enough to feel sorrow, anger, and despair and still enjoy the world that we fight so hard to protect. (Some even consider the word ‘fight’ as negative and shy away from its use. Considering that this culture destroys nearly one percent of the world’s topsoil annually, we feel largely justified in using the word ‘fight.’)

In approaching the environmental movement strategically and realistically, we fear that strict adherence to positive visioning leads activists further away from realizing what actions the ongoing crisis demands. Memories of the Ghost Dance and Wounded Knee Massacre come to mind—US soldiers murdering hundreds of Lakota Sioux during a display of the Ghost Dance, a ritual they believed would lead to the end of American-European violence. Wearing Ghost Shirts, garments believed to deflect bullets, many of the Sioux were massacred while performing the dance. Their visions were positive, and they subsequently died. We see similar practices in current social justice movements. In no way do we fault positive visioning as an isolated event; we fault claiming such practices as the only ways to create a desirable culture. We must be honest: they are not.

There is another problem with the criticism our members have received: it makes the assumption that forcing the collapse of industrial civilization is, simply put, bad. We must again ask, “From whose perspective?”  From the point of view of the hundreds of species that go extinct every day as a result of human activities, , the collapse of this culture means survival.  For the natural world as a whole, the collapse of this culture means no more pollution, toxification, and senseless destruction. From their perspective, visioning the collapse of this culture is the most positive event imaginable. 

Also, contrary to what many have expressed, we in Fertile Ground do practice positive visioning. We envision a world without racism, sexism, misogyny; we envision a world without human-made dead zones, a world without hundreds of chemicals in the fat tissues of our bodies, the bodies of our lovers, and the bodies of our children; and we envision a world characterized by life-enhancing relationships between all members of the natural world. We hold these visions dear, and we fight as hard as needed for their actualization.

An effective movement needs balance, and positive visioning is but one of many tools appropriate. But we also value approaching the current crisis honestly: one in three mammalian and amphibian species are threatened with extinction; desertification consumes more than 1500 acres of land every hour; children are born with over 200 industrial chemicals in their bodies; and the number of oceanic dead zones doubles every ten years. These are emotionally charged issues on a planetary scale, and we encourage everyone to think and feel whatever they feel appropriate. Sadness and despair are appropriate responses to unimaginable circumstances, and if that is what someone needs to feel, let us not stand in the way.  Instead, let us do our work side by side.

Note: As an official position paper of the Fertile Ground Community of Whatcom County, Washington, the contents have been reviewed and unanimously approved by the Coordinating Council.  This and other position papers provide a Deep Green perspective on a wide range of subjects.  The views expressed in these papers do not necessarily represent the personal beliefs of all Fertile Ground members or of others in the Deep Green movement.  Reproduction of this document in whole or in part is prohibited without the written consent of the Fertile Ground Coordinating Council, with the sole exception of laws that cover Fair Use.
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