


















Long-time Randolph blacksmith, Louie Broer as he works at the anvil.

hard work, and cooperation that our
forefathers exhibited. We will leave it to
the next generation of Randolph histori­
ans to judge how successful we are.

Joe Huwaldl with computer prize he won at At-Sar­
Ben in 1985.

ing part in community activities. At the
end of its first year it received three
major awards for the Northeast Nebras­
ka area, namely: Outstanding Senior Cit­
Izens Center; Community Service
Award; and Intergenerational Award.

The town knew that it was in step with
the times when it was announced that,
Joe Huwaldt, a great-grandson ofAugust
Huwaldt, had won the championship in
the. Ak-Sar-Ben Micro-Computer
NatIOnal Exposition in Omaha in Sep­
tember of 1985. Four hundred fifty 4-H
members from across the nation took
part in the computer programming com­
petllIOn.

In closing the first hundred year histo­
ry of Randolph, we realize that we are
experiencing . the worst agricultural
depression since the 1930's. It is pro­
foundly affecting our rural people as well
as those in town. It is apparent that we
will only survive these difficult times
with the same determination, courage,

The Community has continued to
work together and one of the signs ofthat
has been the establishment of the com­
munity choir which held its first Easter
Cantata in 1981. This choir is a combina­
tion ofarea singers as well as singers from
all three churches; it has continued with
ItS popular productions which have been
performed in front ofover eight hundred
people for each Cantata.

The Community in 1984 also saw the
concrete results ofworking together. The
Randolph Senior Citizens Center was
organized that spring and by September
held its ribbon cutting ceremony of the
new facility on Broadway Street serving
over 300 members. This was accom­
plished by the efforts ofhundreds ofindi­
viduals in the community giving of their
time and resources led by Mr. and Mrs.
Gus Marreel. Mr. Marreel was the
group's first president. Today the Center
serves daily meals and prOVIdes various
activities for its members as well as tak-
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The late Seventies saw the dawn of the
popularity ofslow pitch softball. Leagues
were created for men, women, and com­
bined men and women leagues. Games
were played on almost every evening dur­
ing the summer and in 1980 the City
established a second ball field in the City
park so that two games could be accom­
modated at the same time. Golf and
bowling have also remained popular with
each having men's and women's leagues.

The City perceived that the communi­
ty was ready for additional changes. It
instigated a survey in 1981 to determine
ifthe citizens would object to discontinu­
ing the blowing of the whistle three times
a day. The response was overwhelming in
favor ofkeeping the whistle, and so it still
blows three times a day. The City could
not hold back the advent ofthe computer
age and installed one in 1984. The City
fathers also found that some things never
change. As in the first days of the city's
history, the mayor and council have been
continually faced with the "dog prob­
lem" and financial considerations. In
1981 the City did see a change with the
retirement of J.F. Atwood as City Clerk
after serving in that position for forty­
four years.

1979 many things have been added. In
that year the Randolph Haven Apart­
ments held an open house for the low rent
facility, a beautiful addition to the town.
Patent Electric also built a new store on
Broadway in 1979. In the following
years, Farm and Home expanded, Mar­
vins' Time Center was completely reno­
vated, a new dentist office opened, the
Dairy Barn came into business, the Mini­
Market on U.S. #20 opened, Nordhues
Feed Store began its operation, the Flow­
er Basket opened; Kiddie Korner Pre­
School began classes; Schwan's Ice
Cream expanded; Day-Light Doughnut
began operations; and New Horizons &
Family Counseling Center was dedicat­
ed. This is not a complete list but sImply
an indication ofthe activity and commit­
ment that is still part of the Randolph
community.

Some milestones in our history were
touched in these final years. 1979 saw the
sale of Louie Broer's Blacksmith Shop
after more than fifty years in business
here. Dr. James O. Black, a veterinarian
here for nearly fifty years, died in 1979.
The same year saw the death oflong-time
Randolph resident Anna Hosch at the
age of 103. She had moved to a farm
about a mile west of Randolph in 1899.

They returned to State in 1983 losing the
first game, thus ending their season with
a 21-1 record.

Changes continued with some long
familiar aspects ofthe community disap­
pearing. In 1973 the Randolph House
Hotel was demolished having been huilt
before the tum of the century. Sunday
mail was terminated in 1974 and during
these years the Randolph business hous­
es closed on Saturday nights for the first
time since 1886. The familiar Saturday
night trip to town had come to an end.
1974 also saw the end of Roger Buchan­
an's tenure on the Randolph School
Board after thirty-eight years of service.

However, new things were added with
the waste water treatment plant, addition
to St. John's Lutheran Church, VFW
home east of the First State Bank,
enclosed entrance to St. Frances Church,
and completion ofthe Fire Station in late
1975, ajoint venture ofthe city and rural
people.

The community began plans to cele­
brate our country's Bicentennial in 1976.
Acommittee was formed for the purpose.
Many events were conducted during the
year: a beard growing contest was spon­
sored by the Randolph Jacees; June 18
and 19 were set as the dates for the town's
celebration; a play was staged by the
Community Theater Players; a kiddie
parade was held; and an early-day style
show was conducted.

The City noted the Bicentennial with
the completion of a new City Office and
undertook the largest paving project to
date. Twenty-four and one half blocks of
paving were laid in the summer of 1976.
The City continued its progress and in
1977 assigned house numbers to all the
businesses and houses in town. In June
the numbering method to be used was
finally agreed upon after much heated
debate as to the correct procedure to fol­
low. The City continued to change and in
1979, after several years of study and
consideration, entered into agreements
with the Nebraska Public Power District
purchasing wholesale electricity from
them and leasing the City's power plant
back to NPPD. The local power plant was
now idle except for several hours each
month when it was operated for mainte­
nance purposes.

During these years much attention was
given to finding ways to broaden the eco­
nomic base of the community realizing
the continuous decline of the farm popu­
lation. This decline was dramatically
seen in the number of Randolph School
students in the fall of 1985 which was
450. This represents a drop of 400 stu­
dents in fifteen years. The Randolph
Community Club kept as one of its high­
est priorities the development of addi­
tional industry and businesses.

Individuals and groups continued to
strive to improve the community. Since
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