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Miss Nina V. Harper, Mr. Robert Mack·
lin, Mrs. Mary J. Macklin and Wm. Con·
ner. The following officers were elected:
Ruling Elders, Charles S. Whitman,
Byron Townsend and Hiram J. Harper;
and a board offive trustees, A.D. Town·
send, Robert Macklin, Andrew Mackie,
Wendell P. Hill and Hiram J. Harper.

The Articles of Incorporation were
duly filed for, and recorded with the
County Clerk of Cedar County, John
Goebel on August 30, 1892, and the Pres·
byterian Church of Randolph as it was,
and officially known became a verity.

During the preceding spring and sum·
mer this small handful ofbelievers in the
Presbyterian Faith had worshipped in
the schoolhouse. The Rev. T.P. Howard
conducted the services.

In the fall of 1893, the Rev. Howard
was succeeded in the Osmond Church by
the Rev. G.M. Lodge. Arrangements
were made to have services every other
Sabbath night. The Rev. Lodge was suc·
ceeded by Rev. A.M. McIntoch, a stu·
dent in the Omaha Theological Semi­
nary. During these two years the roll of
members increased slowly. Many times
the future looked discouraging and
seemed to have little hope. In the spring
of 1896, we secured the services of the
Rev. R.E.L. Hayes, another student from
theOmahaseminary. Through the Board
of ational Missions, we were given help
and the Rev. Hayes served as a full time
pastor and we became independent ofthe
Osmond Church.

About this time we were obliged to give
up holding services in the schoolhouse
and were compelled to seek other quar·
ters, which were eventually found in

Presbyterian Church

The Presbyterian Church of Ran­
dolph, ebraska was organized on
August 14, 1892, by the Rev. Thomas L.
Sexton, Supt. ofMission work in Nebras·
ka at the call of the following persons:
Charles S. Whitman, Mrs. Sadie Whit·
man, Byron Townsend, Mrs. Lucy E.
Townsend, Albert D. Townsend, HIram
J. Harper, Mrs. Rufina Harper, Miss
Maggie J. Harper, Miss Belle Harper,

First United Methodist Church

and fellowship room remodeled, chimes,
copying machine and new altar wall cov·
ering. Organizations include the Unrted
Methodist Women, Unrted MethodIst
Youth Group, and Sunday School. The
four interest groups, Martha, Esther,
Ruth and Wesleyan meet once a month.

The church members have helped with
many things in the community. In 1975,
they helped with food and labor when a
tornado badly damaged the town ofMag·
net. They serve an appreciation meal and
program every third year for local fire·
men, ambulance crew and city officials.
The United Methodist Women hold a
Guest Day each year. Guests are ladies
from the Randolph churches and various
churches in surrounding communities.

In 1984, the church observed 200 years
of forming of Methodism by John Wes·
leyan. 1986, will be 100 years ofMethod·
ism in Randolph. The last 25 years have
seen four more ministers serving the con·
gregation. When the founders of this
church set in motion the force of good,
they left not only a priceless heritage for
future members, but an obligation as
well.

First United Methodist Church

The Randolph Methodist Church was
organized in September, 1886,. followmg
the building of the Omaha RaIlroad and
the beginningofthe Village ofRandolph.

It was the first and for a number of
years the only religious organization in
the Randolph community.

The first services were held in the
Omaha depot but railroad officials soon
objected, so the meetings were then held
at the Edward & Bradford Lumber Com·
pany. Services were conducted here until
completion of the first Public School
building.

In the years 1894-1897, the Sunday
School, Epworth League and prayer
meetings nourished along with the regu·
lar meetings makinl; the church strong
spiritually.

In the summer of 1887, the church
secured the services of Reverend Powers
and they rented a large tent and held a big
camp meeting, but strong winds blew
down the tent. Services were then trans­
ferred to the unfinished dining room of
the Boughn Hotel.

The church received a donation of
church ground from the president of the
Townsite Company in 1890, and by
1891, a building had been erected and
dedicated. A one·story parsonage had
been built and in 1897, remodeled, and a
second story added.

The Silver Jubilee of the church was
observed on January 5, 6 and 7, 1912.

A building campaign was inaugurated
and by July, 1912, a new church was
started, because, after 20 years the memo
bership was over 600 and more room was
needed. The new church was dedicated
debt free in March, 1913.

On the night of September 13, 1916,
the church was struck by lightning and
burned. All that remained were the out·
side walls. The church was rebuilt on the
same property and dedicated on July 19,
1917.

In the summer of 1919, a new parson·
age was built, and by 1924thechurch was
debt free.

In 1951, the 65th anniversary of the
church, many improvements had been
made, and a new gas heating plant had
been mstalled. Many memonals, such as
a communion table, lighted cross, new
hymnals, new carpet in the sanctuary, gas
stoves in the kitchen and many more gifts
had been given.

The Diamond Jubilee held on Septem·
ber 17, 1961, an all day anniversary ser·
vice, was held with Bishop Kenneth W.
Copeland giving the service. Up to that
time 28 ministers had served the church.

The last 25 years have shown many
more improvements, such as: kitchen

retired from the auto repair business.
From this sale, I bought tools and parts
enough to start on my own at my present
locatIOn. This building was built in the
1940's by Tony Backer and is located at
122 North Main Street, between the Post
Office and Kaiser's Produce. Moving in.
mcluded Sam, the cat, who strayed in
whIle I worked with Russ. My official
openmg date was June I.

The back room was rented out to the
Randolph Creamery, so at first, all I rent.
ed was the front room. In November of
1974, I expanded into the whole building
as the creamery vacated the back room.
On August 2, 1974, I made a part pay.
menttoKWGrainona 1958 Chevy half·
ton pIckup whIch would serve as a service
vehicle until December of 1976. At that
tIme, I purchased my present service
vehIcle, a 1972 half·ton Ford pickup.

On Apnl7, 1975, I bought the building
from Melvm Rosenbach. On April 20,
whIle workmg on a car, it came down on
me and broke my right leg. Insulating the
ceiling took place in 1977, thanks to Rog.
er, my brother, and Randy, my brother.
m·law, as I was again in a cast with a bro.
ken leg from playing softball.

Final payment on the shop came on
January 6, 1979. On April 2, 1979, I
mstalled an overhead garage door with
opener for convenience of pushing in
cars during the winter months.

My primary business, to this day, has
been car and lIght truck repair. Robert
Winkelbauer

Evelyn Lee and Wayne Wattier have
been employees the most years. Brenda
Ayer joined the firm in 1984.

Paul began working while attending
high school in the early 1930's when the
store was owned by Roy and Tom Hill;
then by Adolph Wreidt and Frank Lar.
son. Previously the location had housed
Gishpert's and then Leiting's Hardware
Store. When Carl Wattier and AI Huw.
aldt purchased the grocery from Wreidt
and Larson, a contest was held to give the
business a new name. Mrs. Clarence
Schager submitted the winning title of
City Grocery. When Paul became the
~wn~r) it became Wattier's Grocery, now
m hIs 37th year of business. Lorraine
Wallier

Wink's Auto Repair

"Sold to bidder #8," the auctioneer
yelled! That, and many other successful
bIds were the start ofWink's Auto Repair
owned by Robert Winkelbauer. Actually,
It started seven years earlier when I
enrolled in a nine-month course in auto
mechanics in Omaha, ebraska. After
graduting from Universal Trade School,
I worked for a short time in Coleridge at
the Chrysler Garage.

After a three-year hitch with the Navy
working on Detroit Diesels, I went t~
work for Russ Dibbert at Russ's Repair.
Two years with Russ went by fast to find
me where I started this story.

The date was May 19, 1974, and it was
the day Russ sold out his equipment and

behind the scenes, so also their THANK
YOU is here in capital letters even
though their names remain behind the
scenes.

There are many stories that have
developed out of the early morning hours
of sorting mail. Everything from loose
day·old chicks walking on the magazines
whIch has occurred as late as 1985·to in
the early 1900's when a dog scratched his
way through the wooden door of one of
the first post offices in the wintertime
seeking warmth and food. He proceeded
to chew up a sack ofmail one which con.
tainedjewelry being dispatched from the
localjeweler. Needless to say the dog was
"watched" from all angles' for several
days.

There are stories ofthe first rural carri.
ers who sorted mail on a bed, to the best.
read rural carrier in the county with his
well·trained horses who knew the stops
which allowed his master to read or sleep
most ofthe route. And new stories devel.
01' every time a mail pouch is opened.
Charles L. Keizer

Wattier's Grocery

Randolph's oldest grocery store
acqUIred Its latest owner on August 8
1948, when Paul Wattier purchased ii
from his brother Carl, who moved to
Oregon. Over the years many young peo­
ple from the area and the Wattier chil.
dren were after school and Saturday
employees; some remaining to work after
graduation. Ada Jensen, now deceased,
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