Hadeeth: 17.000 verses in the Qur’aan., SaHeeH?

aSile Sl
The strongest and most “authentic” hadeeth that has circled around the internet that
might allude to the Qur’aan undergoing some sort of “taHreef” (distortion) is a hadeeth narrated

in Al-Kaafi. But is it really “authentic”?

Here is the hadeeth:
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Aboo ‘Abd Allaah (oMl adc)s ai d: “The Qur’ aan that Jidyadoddeglls brough

plug had 17,000 verses”

Source:

1. Al-Kulayni, Al-Kaafi, vol. 2, Kitaab FaDIAI-Qur * aan, Ch. Rare Traditions,

28
Grading:

1. Al-Majlisi said this hadeeth is Muwaththaq (Reliable)
--> Mir * a a tlqod, vol. 12, pg. 525

2. Al-MajlisiI(AIkMaj | i si ' s Fat her BaHsediAdthentit)i s hadeet h
--> RawDah Al-Muttaqoon, vol. 10, pg. 21

3. Hoor Al-" Aamilee said this hadeeth is SaHeeH (Authentic)
--> Al-F u w a a *Toodiyyah,l topic # 96, pg. 483

Here are Al-Majlisi’s comments after he has graded this hadeeth in his Mir’aat Al-"Uqool:
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"The khabar (hadeeth) is SaHeeH and it is obvious that this khabar (hadeeth) and other SaHeeH ones
like it are clear about the Qur'aan being shortened and changed , and in my opinion, this
is mutaawatir in meaning , and discarding these narrations would lead us to rejecting all akhbar in
general."
Source:

1. A-Maj | i si ,- Utbolrvbl.al3, pg. 725

Al-Majlisi has unfortunately erred in his ijtihaad (opinion), and may Allaah (_sJle 9 @lxaw)
forgive him inshaa’Allaah. Now inshaa’Allaah we will dissect this Hadeeth in depth and we will
show that this hadeeth is actually considered da"eef (weak).
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From the look of this hadeeth alone it seems that it is Da " eef (weak), because there are only two
narrators (" Alee bin Al-Hakam & Hishaam bin Saalim) before Abaa *Abd Allaah (oM.l adc),
our sixth Imaam. But this is not the case. Al-Kulayni has been known to do this, he truncates an
isnaad if the previous hadeeth’s isnaad is relatively the same. So what we will need to do is go to
the previous hadeeth. Here is the chain to the Previous hadeeth.
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As you can see the commonality between the isnaad is there, that being "Alee bin Al-Hakam, so
the Hadeeth’s isnaad would actually look like this.
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Any rijaal scholar or muHadithoon (hadeeth scholar) will look at this hadeeeth, and say, “Wow,
Great chain.” But in actuality this hadeeth is Da"eef.

The fault in what Al-Majlisi and other hadeeth scholars have done is with aHmad bin
Muhammad (in red) in the chain. By looking at this hadeeth and the tareeq (pathway) that "Alee
bin Al-Hakam narrates to, the hadeeth scholars automatically assumed that the aHmad bin
Muhammad is aHmad bin Muhammad bin "Eesaa. This is incorrect. It is actually aHmad bin
Muhammad bin Sayyaar (Al-Sayyaaree), a known da"eef (weak) person.

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar is Da"eef Jiddan, Ghuluww, Faasid Madhhab (Very
Weak, Exaggerator, and Corrupt beliefs) according to:

Ibn Al-GhaDaa’iree, Kitaab Al-Du “afaa, pg. 40, person # 11
Al-Najaashee, Rijaal, pg. 80, person # 192

Al-Toosi, Fihrist, pg. 57, person # 70

Al-Hillee, Al-KhulaaSah, pg. 203, person # 9 & pg. 268, person # 27
Al-Khoei, Mu "jam Rijaal Al-Hadeeth, vol. 2, pg. 282, person # 871
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This is what it said in Al-Toosi’s Fihrist under aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar’s name:
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“And he compi | Kihab{THawaabeAl-@wro'k®ewardsof t he Qur ' alabb), Kitaab
(Medicine), Kitaab AI-Qi r aa’' aat ( Reci t aNdwaasdi,r a(nRlarke t (@ladbdeddt h) ) ..[ g
chain] .from Ahmad bin Muhammaidfatber (Muhdnardd bentyaHgpady, fromat ed f r o

Al-Sayyaaree (aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar). However, in it (the books) exists ghuluww
(exaggerations) or confusion.”



Source:
1. Al-Toosi, Fihrist, pg. 57, person # 70

I will talk about the book Kitaab Al-Qiraa’aat (Recitations) that is in green a little later. Notice
the chain of narrates that Al-Toosi has received the books of Al-Sayyaaree from. He is narrating

to the same person (Muhammad bin YaHya) as is stated in the isnaad of the 17,000 verses
hadeeth.

This is what is stated in Al-Najaashee’s Rijaal under aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar’s
name:
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“Kitaab Thawaab AI-Qur ' aan ( Rewar ds of -TibbéMedyine), KdaabnAJ-Qi rKd & 'aaadbt Al
(Recitations), and Kitaab Al-Nawaadir (Rare (hadeeth)), Kitaab Al-Ghaaraat (Military Invas i ons ) ..J] chai n o

narrators] ..aHmad bi n fiMm hiafsthea(duhdnmad bivi ®ailyap said that Al-
Sayyaaree narrated. However, in it (the books) exists ghuluww (ex

Source:
1. Al-Najaashee, Rijaal, pg. 80, person # 192

Once again, Al-Najaashee gives the chain of narrates to the books that he has received that has
been authored by Al-Sayyaaree. And in this chain of narrator, you can see again, that he has
mentioned the same person (Muhammad bin YaHya) whom he has narrated the 17,000 verses
in the Qur’aan hadeeth to.

Now, in one of aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar’s books (Kitaab Al-Qaraa’aat) he has
narrated this EXACT same hadeeth, same wording with the same chain that is presented in Al-
Kaafi.

Al-Nooree had the book Kitaab Al-Qaraa’aat of aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar, and he has
narrated this hadeeth in one of his books with the same chain.
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“aHmad bi n Midywmanea i dhis Kitdab Al-Qar aa’ at (narr at edakamfroorom °~ Al ee
Hishaam bin Saalim he said that Aboo “Abd Allaah (oMoudl adc) said:* The Qur ' aan oughtt Ji br a
to Muhammad (SAWAS) had 10, 000 ver ses”



Source:
1. Al-Nooree, FaSI Al-Kitaab, pg. 235

Here is what Al-Nooree has said after the hadeeth:
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“So in my copy it is il (wrong) and apparently the wo
“ashrah (ten). The same matn (content) and sanad (chain of narrators) thatisin Al-Kk a a f i ”

This shows that, Al-Nooree has said for some reason the seven before the ten was dropped from his
copyof AkSayyaaree’s book, but he said t hatbefora theten, act ual |l vy
making it 17,000 verses and not 10,000 verses.

Al-S a y y abaok is still in our possession, alHamdulillaah, and I will present to you a scanned copy of
the Front image of the book and this EXACT hadeeth with the same sanad that is in his book.

(Front Cover — Kitaab AI-Qi r aa’ at by aHmad bin Muhammad bin Sayyaar)

Revelation and
Falsification

Fhe Kitab al-gira'at of Ahmad b,

Muhammad al-Sayyari

ETAN KOHLBERG
AND
MOHAMMAD ALI AMIR-MOEZZI]

(Hadeeth # 16 (Boxed in Black) — Pg. 9 of the book)



A ol AE
SRR TSR PV R Sy P FUSCHM Y J
U 185551 Ll (U] " Ty s 1
()Lill:)l":rwln\:lsc\‘fuu..;jidﬁ:dl?"(f)df_yﬂsul‘o;‘wadal} Ve
.@EJ@@?“«;;;@J\@@";)ijo.\éu,aa,u,;.@
:dBéir)kJi%cha,?‘:;.To,c<...>‘)K...,g_ﬁlt@y“‘oulaéc vo
33 "B LB 6 gy ¢ g3 e L b ety oy 0T 1 G ) 1Yy
oL 83,
;l?@mg[,m;(,mucm‘m_;jidls:duéudfm‘-}ﬂzgya& "
Aot Ty le ) o de 4] oSl e 2 e

:dlBraulatlc&I@glgﬂ.ﬁy“m{g_gi) gl pe Jlas Ml vy
AU b gtlelaa 0T a1

wodey Ladgiosdon g oo .‘J"i_)+3g’Jt:J°i .w,kl:.__;odrnr
O 1 [ O6 bl qur..ll F :g‘aﬁadro'\ T S TLIL T e Te
Foally ooy ek .qﬁiyﬁﬁ,adrw odgakian okble
‘sf:_;;c_»dr:g..:.ni*_a)w e ™ .Fozgod'\n LBidne LBl
gh Oip .(\:Gf)if:skglf:‘_‘afém|d:€-u,.u+(.B)E.-}*ccf\:ilf:d‘_;mhdj

OO S e 2 1B - .@:..god‘.:u_:)‘

As you can see, this hadeeth that is in Al-Kaafi, is actually narrated from aHmad bin Muhammad bin
Sayyaar, and not aHmad bin Muhammad bin " Eesaa, thus making this hadeeth da’eef (weak)

Now there are other aHaadeeth that might allude to some sort of taHreef, but the other aHaadeeth can
all be reconciled easily.

1. The hadeeth is da" eef (weak)



2. The hadeeth is ta’wil (commentar ypPlutlhs)tohas been
explain a certain verse, such as, who was it narrated for, when was this narrated, etc.

You might find some people take out hadeeth in which it shows that our Imaams (Ml adc) name is
specifically mentioned in the Qur’ aannad, butithoset hose hadeef
aHaadeeth also go against a SaHeeH (authentic) hadeeth that is mentioned in our books.

In a lengthy tradition it states:
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Al asked Abc(aouféf@ﬂbaﬂitWNbrdsanh(@le_(): 6 Bel i eAllah, His Messeigery
and your | eaders (who possess Divine Aut hcdeavens ) . . ) .
about "Alee ibn Abee Taalih\l-Hassan and IBHussayn(a bI I IQF O lily AKh e n  sfaWhy, diPdk olpd en cstay
specify Ali and his family by their names in the Book of Alaah (2 MmZ&)? @ The | mam sai d, 6éSay to
command for prayer came to the Messenger of Allah but |
as being three or four. It, in fastas the Messenger of Allah who explained to them this matter. The command for

Zakat(a form of income tax) came to the Messenger of Allah and there was no specific taxable number such as one
Dirham on every forty Dirham. It was the Messenger of Allah wiplaned it for them. The command for Hajj

came to the Messenger of Al Il ah. It did not say wal k se)
who explained it for themébo
Source:

1. Al-Kulayni, Al-Kaafi, vol. 1, pg. 286 — 288, hadeeth # 1
Grading:
1. Al-Majlisi said this hadeeth is SaHeeH (Authentic)
--> Mir ' a a'tlqod), vol. 3, pg. 213

One thing to mention about this hadeeth is that it goes through 6 different routes, this add more
emphasis to how SaHeeH (authentic) this narration truly is.

In this hadeeth it shows that Allaah (3 5 4is.) has said not specifically named the names of
the Imaams (-2 44de) merely because it is not the job of the Qur’aan to do so. Our 6" Imaam
() 4ile) has given examples such how to pray salaah, pay zakaah, do Tawaaf seven times
around the kabah. It was the job of the Prophet (sl 40 5 4de &) la) to fill in the details of these



acts, just like it is the job of the Prophet (alu s 4l 5 4)le &) 1) to fill in the details regarding the
Imaams (bl adle).

Any aHaadeeth that is taken out of Shee "ah books that shows the actual naming of the Imaams
(Sl ade) is either da”eef (weak) right away by isnaad, or that it is contradicting a highly
SaHeeH hadeeth that goes through 6 different routes in the chain.

In conclusion, the most “authentic” hadeeth that alludes to some sort of taHreef, which is the
17,000 verses in the Qur’aan hadeeth is actually Da"eef (Weak), and all other Hadeeth can be
reconciled as being either daeef (weak) or ta’'wil (commentary) on the verse.

I would like to thank Brother YaHya Seymour, who has compiled all this research for me,
without him this article will not be possible. May Allaah (w5 «ilss) bless him and his family.

Aameen.
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