"Come, follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4:19

The Fishing Line

News and Notes from Troy Christian Church

Buil ding, praying, keeping, waiting..
This past week | added up the number of pages | had read and written for
L this semester for seminary. It came down to 4,786 pages read and 174 written
EFrom the pages of assignments! Needless to say, | have had a busy couple of months and
MI NISTER wasin deep need of some rest and nourishment from God. | think that nourish-
ment is something that is essential to the Christian life. We must continually be
aware of our need for God to give us fuel and power to make it through life. Surprisingly, | found this
source of nourishment in my daily devotions from a book that almost never gets preached today, the
book of Jude. This is a book that deals with the dangers of apostasy (abandoning and leaving the faith)
and contains some very high level theology that can be difficult to understand. After dealing with the
ungodly in this book, Jude turns and provides us with a beautiful application as to how we can find
nourishment in our walks with the Lord. Jude2e2 1 r eads, “But you, belov
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal

i shment ... buil ding, praying, keeping, and wait]i

“buildng your sel ves up on your most holy faith..
give attention to ourselves. This personal edi
most holy faith.” As Christians we must study

use to others (2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 5:12).
all directions our flesh and the world will pull us in. It is unique in the message it teaches and in the
moral transformation it produces in the believers lives. There is nourishment to be found in the Word of
God.
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“prayingi n t he Holy Spirit..” This prayer that <c

hearts and souls that are indwelt, illuminated, and filled with the Holy Spirit. The battles that we fight
are not won through physical arguments or strength, they are won with spiritual weapons that reflect
obedience to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3%). All Christians are indwelt by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:9),
and the man who is led by the Holy Spirit in his prayers as in all else (Galatians 5:18), will certainly pray
in the Spirit. It is that believer who knows God intimately and calls Him by the distinctive personal ad-

dress of “abba’ or *‘father’ (Romans 8:15) who

“keepyour selves in the | ove of God..” What thi
our own efforts, but it does mean that a belie
|l ove for them as they reside in fellowship wit
Fat her has | oved me, so | have | oved you. Now

love of God for the things of this world, but we must be people who intentionally seek to cultivate that
love relationship with Christ. The emphasis here is not placed on what we bring to our relationship wit
God, but rather trusting in what He feels for us. Knowing that God loves us and keeping ourselves in
vortex of that love is very important in the nourishment of the Christian.

“waitng anxi ously for the mercy of our Lord
for the blessed hope, the return of Christ for His church is the fourth and final means of personal nur-
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ture. We must always kindle the fire of Christian hope! This is probably the most exciting of the four as é ;
Go

we wi || one day see the consummating evidence
presence, but honestly it is probably the hardest to apply and find nourishment i{Continued on page 2)



From the Minister (from page 1)
I think this is because the true foundation of this rests in the application of the previous three characteristics
mentioned. The only way to truly be anxious about the coming of Christ is to continually abide in Christ by
building, praying, and keeping yourself in the |
love and revelation to you, the more you will see this world as something that does not measure up to the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ in the eternal life we have been promised. Waiting and expecting is the fourth
pillar in the Christian life that will provide nourishment in our walk with the Lord.

| hope that you all are taking time to put these practices into use in order that you may be given nour-
ishment in this life. If you look closely at the verse, you will see that the mercy of God is not something that is
only given at the inception of our eternal life, but rather something that is poured out daily on our behalf. My
prayer for you all is that when life gets hectic, when the holiday season we are entering seems to take up all
your time, and when we just tire on our walk with Christ to glory, that you will slow down and put into prac-
tice these four pillars of Christian nourishment. | can honestly say that it has been a source of great encour-
agement in my life! N

P L In Christ,
1 Thessalonians 5:1618
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Christmas
Saturday, r 5
December 24th ]
5:00 p.m. Cﬁggg&%"t\ Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
No Sunday School
it
Gwes  Mark Your Calendar! Weekly

Statistics
Our Giving Attendance

December 6:Angel tag gifts need to brought to the church. Oct. 30: $2,961.00 135

December 8:Prayer time at the church 6:33:30 a.m. Nov. 6 $3.364.37 142
December 8:The Elders will meet at 7:00 p.m. Nov. 13: $;5,063.01 164
December 15Support group for families of children with special needs 6:30 | Ny 20: $3,381.09 181
p-m. at the church Nov. Alms: $416.01

December 187th-12th grade youth group Christmas party at 6:00 p.m. Pleage
bring a white elephant gift.

December 19%1 AAO6 O | AAGET ¢ wdqYP b8isn | ) Q
December 21 & 280 KICKs

December 22Prayer time at the church 6:3@:30 a.m.
December 24Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00 p.m.
December 250n Christmas Day we will have one worship service at 10:00 ajr
No Sunday School.
January1,20( /1T . Ax 9AAO6O $AU xEIIl EAQD
No Sunday School.
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From the | 6ve noticed that in all of Paul ds | ef
he continues to proclaim his thankfulness for them through continuous prayers of
thanks to God and in verbal thanksgiving to the people. | feel that this holiday

season this is the message | want to |
thankfulness for you, our church family.

First, | want to thank you for the encouragement we feel daily through encourag-
ing words, cards, and gifts. Any praise our ministry receives, | feel that all of you share in that praise for
supporting us and providing for us the means to minister effectively. | know that many of you have lifted
our family up in prayer to God numerous times and | truly believe we would be weak without those
prayers.

Second, I want to thank you for your |l ove for my
the spotlight to Lydia. Truthfully, | am touched by the overwhelming love she has received and am excited
to bring Mara into the same situation. | know that Sarah and | truly feel like family here. That has made it
very easy for us to be here serving along side of all of you.

Third, and most importantly, | thank you for allowing God to use you to glorify his plans and purpose.
Many of you labor for the gospel and desire to grow in the Spirit and | thank God for that daily. It brings us
great joy to see God moving through your lives. | pray that God will continue to do this, and very much
look forward to being a part of what God is doing through the future of Troy Christian Church.

;;g Serving In DECE&BEQ

Dec. 4. Greeters Veda Rush, Wilma WilliamsTime Of Prayer:Wanda Jenkins;Elder. Tom Speaks; Chil-

dr e n 6 s :8D0: $andyReel, 10:30: Joi Davies, Laura WinkBlursery: 8:00: Sharon Handley, 10:30: J.D.
& Peg Euler; Stewards Tom Etherton, Gene Speaks (counting at end of 2nd service); KICKs helper (Dec. 7)
Cara Jeschke.

Dec. 11: Greeters Jim & Pam Pickerell.Time Of Prayer:Rick Simmons;Elder. Neil Caudle; Chi | dr e n
Church: 8:00: Sandy Reel, 10:30: Jerry, Amy, Dalton Mastedursery: 8:00: Sharon Handley, 10:30: Jason &
Jennifer Whetstine; Stewards John Wiedmer, Josh Smith (counting at end of 2nd service); KICKs helper
(Dec. 14): Mary Ruth Ruddy.

Dec. 18: Greeters Jesse & Sheri SmithTime Of Prayer:Adam Kretzinger; Elder. Steve Adams;Ch i | dr
Church: 8:00: Sandy Reel, 10:30: Derek & Lacey Jasper, Reece Simpshuorsery: 8:00: Sharon Handley,
10:30: Casey & Abra RushStewards Peg Euler, Sandy Whetstine (counting at end of 2nd service); No
KICKs

Dec. 25: Greeters Gene & Barbara SpeaksTime Of Prayer:Tom Speaks;Elder. John Wiedmer; Ch i | dr
Church: 10:00: Sandy ReelNursery: 10:00: Sharon Handley, Steve & Chris AdamsStewards Steve Kost-
man, Derek Jasper (counting at end of 2nd service); No KICKSs.

Serving This Month: Communion: Shelbe King, Jana DominguezSunday School Nursery Joi Davies;For
a ride to church call: Terry Simpson 985 2528.
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries

1 Katie Johnson

5 Haley Whetstine, Mackenzie
Harbeston

9 Kasey Christopher, Michael &
Larissa Jenkins, Tim Snead,
Garett Miller

10 Jared Pickerell, Rick Simmons,
Rick & Laura Jeschke, Harper

16
18
19

21
22
24

Whetstine 25

Kristie Klaus 26
Amy Adams 27
Barbara Goss, Michael Jenkins,

Wanda Jenkins, Mitch Morrow 28

Bill & Pat Triplett 29
Cara Jeschke
J.D. Euler 30

Regan Miner, Heather Long
Brandon Whetstine

Gregg Miller, Linda Clary, Jimmy
& Mary Ruddy, Marcus Martinez
Robyn Johnson

Pam Kostman, Jill Huss, Bob &
Wanda Jenkins

Gib Thomsen
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Troy Christian Church

120 S. Liberty, P.O. Box 156

Troy, Kansas 66087

Church Office: 785 -985-3846

E-mail: TroyChristian@jesusanswers.com
Website: www.troychristianchurch.com

Sundays: 1st Service 8:00 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., 2nd Service 10:30 a.m.; 7th
6:00 p.m.; Wednesdays: KICKs for K -6th graders 3:40 -5:00 p.m.; 2nd & 4th Thursdays: Prayer time 6:30

Minister: Mitch Morrow 214

Youth Minister: Adam Kretzinger 816

Secretary: Cindy Rush 785 -985-2630
Elders: Neil Caudle 988 -4267; Rick Simmons 985 -2240;
J.D. Euler 989 -4444; Tom Speaks 985 -3781; Steve Ad-

ams 985-2530

-226-1807

-12th grade youth group

-351-3954

-7:30 a.m.
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